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Programme of Meetings for the Coming Week. 


TUESDAY, December 5th, at 3 p.m.— 
For Members ONLY. Free. 
Seance for Clairvoyant Descriptions ... MRS 
NO admission after 3 o'clock 


WESLEY A 


THURSDAY, December 7th, at 5 p.m.— 
Admission 1s; Members and А tates Free. 
PsychicClass — ... : ; Mr. W. J. VANSTONE. 
Lecture on “ Mediumship: The Egyptian Phase 


FRIDAY, December 8th, at 4 p.m.— 
Admission 1s.; Members and Associates Free. 
Talks with a Spirit Control ...  .. Mas. М.Н. Waris 


Subscription to December 31st, 1917, 


MEMBERS, One Guinea. ASSOCIATES. Half.a-Guinea. 


For further particulars see page 336. 


The MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, Ltd. - 
Will hold SUNDAY EVENING MEETINGS at 6.30 o'clock a 
STEINWAY HALL, LOWER SEYMOUR 

STREET, ? 
(Just off Oxford.street, « lose to Portman Square 
SUNDAY EVENING NEXT, 
MR. 55 KING, Address. 
December 10th.—Mr. A. Vout Peters, Olairvoy 


Admission Free. Collection. fs r8 с rdially inv 
a 6 p.m. No admission after 6.40 p.m. 


CENTRE OF LIGHT AND TRUTH 
(Church of Higher Mysticism). 


The London Academy of Music 


22. Prince» Street, Cavendish Square. ХУ 
= SUNDAY, DECEMB ER 3R 
Morning, 11.15 a0 dr 5. Service for Our Fallen Heroes. 
Evening, 6.30 v2 B 4 М Mus. FAIROLOUGH SMITH. 
Inspired Address, *‘ Spiritual Philosophy. 
Бона Service after Evening Meeting. 


THE LONDON SPIRITUAL MISSION, 
18, Pembridge Place, Bayswater, W. 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER Зв. 

At 11 a.m. ... a 28 5 22 MR, РЕСКНАМ. 
М7 p.m. .. = се MR. P. Е. BEARD. 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6TH, АТ 7.30 р.м., 

MRS. J. WALKER. 


WIMBLEDON SPIRITUALIST MISSION, 
Through Passage between 4 and 5, Broadway, Wimbledon. 


SUNDAY NEXT, DECEMBER Зар. 
Evening, 6,30, Service Mns. Mary Davies. 
WEDNESD: AY N EX T, DECEMBER бтн. 
Evening, 7.90 .. 5 Private Circle for Members Only. 
HEALING. Wednesdays s, 3 to 5, Mr. Lonsdale; Sundays, 
4.30 to 5.30, Mr. Boot. No charge. Freewill offerings. 


SUNDaY LECTURES. 
J. HEWAT McKENZIE, 
“THE INFLUENCE OF THE UNSEEN IN 
OUR LIVES.” 
Admission Free Silver Collection 
ALMIRA BROCKWAY will demonstrate 
Clairvoyance. 
SUNDAY, 6.30 р.м. Ркоміт 
BECHSTEIN HALL, 36, WIGMORE ST., LONDON, W. 
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The subscriptions of neu uy 1 1 
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to “Light” for 1917, 
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to Mr. F. W. 
London, W.C. 
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Third Edition Now Ready 


RAYMOND, OR LIFE AND DEATH. 


With Examples of the Evidence for Survival 
of Memory and Affection after Death. 


By SIR OLIVER LODGE, F.R.S. 


With Eighteen Illustrations. 


This very remarkable book is the record by a distinguished 
father of a brave soldier son. Raymond Lodge was killed 
in Flanders іп 1915 ; but Sir Oliver Lodge claims to have 
had communication with him since, and in the hope that 
other bereaved relatives and friends may have their grief 
similarly softened and their loss alleviated, he has consented 
to the publication of this very intimate record of séances. 
It tells the story of Raymond Lodge’s young life and of 
his death. It then gives full details of the communica- 
tions which his friends received from him in the spirit 
world, and this is done in order that such a narrative may 
give hope and comfort to mourners. The third part deals 
with Life and Death, of the body and the mind, of 
Christian psychology and of the idea of God. 


Cloth, 403 pages, II/- net post free. 
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTINS LANE, W.C. 


Talks on Occult Subjects by Mrs. Fairclough Smith 
EVERY WEDNESDAY AFIERNOON, ат 3 оспоск. 
Admission 2s.. which includes Tea. 

FOR LADIES ONLY. 

Ахр EVERY THURSDAY EVENING, ar 720 осіоск, 
LECTURES FOR EITHER SEX. 

Fee 1s. each 


30, YORK STREET, BAKER STREET, W. 


PUMP ROOM, TUNBRIDGE WELLS. 
On TUESDAY AFTERNOON, DECEMBER 5th, at 3 pm, 


MRS. MARY DAVIES 


Will lecture on a Message of Comfort to the Bereaved— 
“WHERE ARE OUR BELOVED DEAD?” 
MR. H. G. BEARD will preside. Music by W. Steff Langston. 

Admission Free. Collection. 


ә Will repay the reading."—Aberdeen. Free Press. 


WHENCE HAVE ! COME? 
By RICHARD A. BUSH, F.C.S. 


The question is handled with marked ability and with due reference 
to its religious, philosophical and scientific aspects.— LIGHT. 


GanpEN Олту Press, LETCHWORTH, HERTS. 


2/8 net, postage 3d. Of all booksellers. 


Objections to Spiritualism 
(ANSWERED) 
By H. A. DALLAS. 
New Second Edition Enlarged and Revised. 


CONTENTS. 

Preliminary Difficulties. Is Spiritualism Dangeroas ? 
Wherein Lie the Dangers Ро the Dead know of Earth's Sorrowr ? 
Do They Tell Us Anything New? 

Purposeless Phenomena The Methods Employed 
Causes of Confusion 
What the Communicators Them-elves Say. 
Impersonating Spirits and Fraud. Telepathy. Materialisations 
The Responsibilities of Spiritualists. 


Stiff Boards, 127 pages, post free, 1s. 8d. 


OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 


Sui Society.—Lectures on Mysticism, Religion, 
MJ Philosophy “at 86, Ladbroke-rosd, Holland Park, W 

(Prayer Meetings), 11 a.m., Insyat Khan. December 3rd, at 6 p.m, 
J. Abdullah, A.. “Essence of Islam.” Tuesday, December 5th, 
at 8 pm. Rev. Walter Walsh, D.D., “Із a World Religion Possible? 
December Sth, at 5 p.m. “Eastern Musicale." Insyat Khan and 
Royal Musicians. Admission Free. 


Sundays 


Spiritualists when in London should stay at 
7 Hunstanton House, 18, Endsleigh-gardens, London, N.W. (2 
minutes Euston Station, 5 minutes St. Pancras and King’s Cross); 
central for all parts; perfect sanitation. Terms: 4s. Bed and Break- 


fast; no е for attend: « Ц i ly to Mrs. Stanle; 
Watie Propels attendance. Full tariff apply rs ey 


BOOKLETS FOR SALE. 
At Office of ‘Light,’ 110, St. Martin's Lane, We 


Mediumship Explained. 
Wallis. Cloth, 1s. 2d. post free 
How to Develop Mediumship. 


М.Н. Wallis, Cloth, 1s. 
and III. complete, 3s. 5d. 


Psychical Self-Culture. 
Wallis. Cloth, is. 2d. post free. 
Spiritualism in the Bible. 
Wallis. Boards. 18 
free. 
Interesting Incidents During Forty Years 
Mediumship. By E. W. Wallis. 
What Spiritualism Is. Hints for Inquirers a 
Students. By E. W. Wallis. 36 pages, 24d. post free, 
Death's Chiefest Surprise. A Trance Addres 
through the Mediumship of E. W. Wallis. 


By E. W. 
By E. W. a 


Sold only with Paz 
By E. W. and л 
By E. W. and ) 


, or bound in cloth 1s, 81, p 


and М.р 


2d., post free, 


144. post free 


35 pages, 34d. post free, 


Price 24d. post free, 

Spiritual Emancipation by the Elimination ¢ 
Fear. By E. W. Wallis. 28 pages, 24d. post free. 

Death and the Beyond. А Spirit's Experiens 
and three other Trance Addresses through the Mediumshp 
E. W. Wallis. Price 244. post free. 

Is Spiritualism Dangerous? Ву E. W. and MH 
Wallis. Price lid. post free. 

Let Not Your Heart be Troubled, and Huma 
Life after Death. Two Trance Addresses through the Mediumsti 
of E. W. Wallis. 244. post free. 

Thoughts on Mediumship, and Useful Hints t 
Beginners for the Conduct of Spirit Circles. By E. W. Wallis, 1) 

Two in One: Sinner and Saint. Ап Adda 
through the Mediumship of E. W. Wallis. 14d. post free 

Spiritualism Vindicated. A Debate between} 
W. Wallis and J. Grinstead. 70 pages, 4d. post free. 

A Message from the Spheres. By Leonard Hal 
Given by Telepathic Communication. 34 pages, lid. 

The Conduct of Circles. Advice to Inquirer 
By ‘M.A. (Oxon.).’ A leaflet for distribution. 6 for 1d., postis | 

If a Soldier Die, Shall He Live Again? |) 
J. Н. McKenzie. 214. post free. 

First Steps to Spirit Intercourse. 

McKenzie. 


By J. H 

20 pages, 34d. post free. 

Spiritualism and the Light it Casts on Christia 
Truth. By Rev. Arthur Chambers. 27 pages, 24, post free 
Where are Our Dead Soldiers? By E W 

Oaten. 32 pages, 24d post free. 

Where are Our Heroic Dead? The Churcha 
Opportunity. By Sir William Earnshaw Cooper, C.I.E. 40 py 
24d. post free. 

Spirit Teachings. Chapters from the Writing 
of * M.A., Oxon.’ (William Stainton Moses 
how they were received. 144. post free 

Spiritism. The Now and the Hereafter, 
the Practical Side of the Subject, 
7d. post free. 

Spiritualism a Philosophy of Life. 
Evans. Cloth, 76 pages, 1s. 2d. post free, 
Mediumistic and Psychical Experiences of Ema 
A. Tietkens Boards, 

6d. post free. > haces 

Life and Experiences of Edmund Dawson Roger 
Spiritualist and Journalist, late Editor of Ілонт and Preside 


the London Spiritualist Alliance. 
pages, 6d. post free. 

The Psychic Element in the New Testam: 
Studies based mainly upon the Greek Text of the Sacred Re 
but clearly comprehensible by the unlearned reader. By E 
Powell, LL.B, D.Sc.. (“Angus McArthur Td. post free 

Psychic Science in Parliament. A Survey of 
Statutes and the Leading Legal Decisions in regard to Pw 
Phenomena, By Ellis 7 Powell, LL,B., D.Sc. (“Angus McArth 


24. post free, 
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With Directions for Beginners. 
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the animated nature of far-off countries on the stories of 
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LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE. 
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Artists, S treet, Pall Mall the 
National Gallery), 
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The doors will be 7 lock, and the meeting will 


commence pur тпа! J 


Admission by ticket only. Two course tickets are sent at 
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MEDIUMS AND CRITICS. 


A Nore ох " RAYMOND,’ 


Sir Oliver Lodge's new book has been described a 
Whether that be so or not we will not 
book is at 


There is an aspect in which it may be regarded. a 


E epoch making á 
stop to nrgue the any rate epoch marking. 
a kind 
of touchstone: it determines the quality of critical intelli 


gence ; also it marks the distance we have travelled in a 


generation, Thirty years ago the volume would have been 
received with a general fusillade of indignant remonstrance 


would 


and denunciation. The big watch-dogs of the Pre 


have bayed their deep disapproval ; the smaller ones would 
have added their shrill yelps to the chorus of condemna 
tion, The tone of the reviews of the book in some of the 
more important organs of publie opinion, however, is 
eloquent of the change that has come over the educated 
opinion of the country, and we find temperate, reasoned 
and even sympathetic verdicts in quarters where of old we 
had little reason to look for them on such a subject as that 
of which the book treats. 

None the leas, here and there (we are speaking now of 
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opinion before he has mastered his subject, and sometime 
that he has not paid the book the compliment of ieading 
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ignorance (for which there is no excuse) of the fact, plainly 
stated in the book, that these were not the sort of experi 
ments on which the author based his conclusion 

take the case of the 
Mercury," which, having reviewed the book, finds it im 


portant enough to form the theme of а leading article, Jt 


Let us " Liverpool Post, and 


'ommenees with some courteous and sympathetic expres 
gions (the boor has died out in the higher walks of criti 
cimn since Jeffreys’ day) and we are told that 

No writer of our ago has boen more helpful to persons who 
cannot climb the ladder of faith to the regions where the 
immortals dwell than Bir Oliver Lodge, 

But while " for the most part” in hearty agreement 
with " the famous physicist’s philosophy of life and death,” 
the writer of the leader falls foul of the evidence on which 
the author's conclusions are based, here is much in the 
article which could only have been penned by a writer un 


familiar with his subject, concerning the tricks of mediuma, 
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Old investigators could probably tell the reviewer n 


ibout trickery and deception (wh 


more than he kno 


y consciously practised--there is often 


element) But they could 


are not als 


psychologi ilso tell him th 


you сап no more indict the whole community of mediu 


eers and psychics on these grounds than you сап conde 
the whole trading cla on the ground of "tricks oft 
trade There are ` shady lawyers, disreputable doctor 


foolish enough to condemn 


7 It is time that | 


wcrilegious priests, but who i 


whole profession on such ground 


leaders of opinion in the Pre and elsewher 


, and those of the high 


advanced 
hould know that psychic facultie 
ed and exercised by people some of t 


і other wall of life 


order, are posse 
Literatur 


persons of distinction i: 


Art, and the learned professions, They do not practiseth 
gifts for gain, and seek no notoriety on account of tha 
Rather 


that the average 


they shun publicity, and it is perhaps excuml) 


writer for the Pre never hearing 


hould 


ailing 


their existence, suppose that in reflecting up 


“mediums” he is а a body of persons of dubio 


character, the legitimate victims of poverty and pers 


tion. 
Sir Oliver Lodge, in а reply to the article under пой 
— tone of perom 


with a reference to its 


though of official hostility,’ 


commences 
friendliness, a phrase whic 
will appeal to those of us who are on terms of persoml 
friendship with some who criticise our opinions on Spirt 
ualism (and other subjects) in the Press, and we would ny 
have it otherwise, Let our friends speak what is in th 
A judgment which is biassed one way or the otha 
little 


difference of view may divide the minds of men, Itne 


minds, 


by personal feelings is of value, The extreme 


not divide the men themselves, Sir Oliver, referring tol 


critic's contention that, all mediums being fraudulent, b 


is entitled to reject all evidence that comes through tha 


remarks 
My assertion is that some mediums are simpl 
God-fearing people, with а gift which they do not unde 


stand, but which they are willing to use in the service d 


is only assertio 


humanity. You will say that thi 
I agree, but then so is it only an assertion to say they n 
fraudulent; and I would ask you to realise that it is just m 
motely possible that you are mistaken in your present view d 
There may be more reality in them (іш 


these phenomena, 
you are willing to accept, 


In another part of his letter, Sir Oliver refers to tl 
against the “ne 


that is to my 


critic's most serious remonstrance ” 


revelation " (not во very new, by the way) 


' its horrible and repellent materialism,” and he write 


As to the argument that the conditions of existence, 
represented on the other side of the partition, are not whatw 
would wish for, I fail to recognise the validity of the argument 
Some people have, apparently, wished for clouds and har 
others have wished for fire and brimstone— perhaps not f 
themselves, but for their enemies —but it does not follow tht 
they will get what they want any more than we always gi 
what we want here, And as 
beyond a week or two, that may be attractive to old and tind 
people, but hardly to the young in full vigour of lifo, wh 
having sacrificed. their lives here in loyal and faithful servie 
воот likely to wish to continue that service and that activity! 
they are given opportunity, My assertion that thoy ares 
continuing is based nob upon a desire or а hope, but upon doh 
nite statements which are made, It is a matter for carofil 
consideration how much weight to attach to these statements 
but it does not seem wise to ignore them altogether on the 
ground of a priori projudice that they are impossible, 

Among these statements, whatever their origin= and 1 exped 
the origin varies from timo to time--some аго certainly ludi 
crous, or at loast humorous, as I have said they are, It would 
havo beon quite easy to suppress them ; but 1 thought it fairer 
not, Having decided to proceed on a " travollors! talo " basin 
it is not fair to pick and choose, Moreover, охрогіопоо hat 
shown—in commenting on the legenda of Herodotus, for in 
slance that critics are not always right in their selection, 


to an epoch of rest, prolonge 


December 2, 1916.) 


critic in th 
value We 


the temper in which it i 


The discussion between author and 


instance has many points of interest ar а need 
only mention one conducted 
dignity and the restraints of courtesy. Тһе truth wins it 

тау quietly, and if the gradual spread of the knowledge 
aid, such 
hould buy 
his territories inch by inch, instead of vaulting at once into 
thankful that the 
mentis there. Тһе appearance of " Raymond 
definite stage of the process. 


merely as a re-agent on the thought of the 


of the spiritual nature of man is, as Emerson 


»reumption of power ar if a banished King 
his throne,” we сап at least be move 
marks а 
Even if it be regarded 
time 1f 
importance could not easily be exaggerated 


SPIRITUALISM AND RELIGION. 


By Sm Аптиги COONAN Doy, 


Mr. Watson (whose 
evolution seems to have been very similar to my own) fo: 
18th last, І am 
much strengthened in my position by the general agre 
ment of Sir William Crookes, Sir Oliver Lodge, and Sii 
William Barrett, who have gone so much more deeply into 
tle subject than І can pretend to have done 

T should like to re-state my views upon the subject of 


I would desire to thank Marriott 


also 


lis letter іп Licnr of November 


te relation between psychical science and religion, not by 
way of argument, but to define more clearly my personal 
outlook, Tt is 
русса) student will no more make a man a good man 


obvious that the mere fact of being a 


than the study of any other form of science. Therefore to 
my that psychic science and religion are different things is 
beyond all contradiction, 
former article J pleaded for a practical application of the 
results of psychic science. 
and does most directly impinge upon religious dogma, and, 
asit seems to me, upon formal religious practice. 


It is for that reason that in my 


That is quite another matter, 


If we are taking the communications from beyond 
seriously, and that is pre-supposed in our argument, then 
we are checking our religious beliefs from the standpoint of 
Surely that must 
Mrengthen those points which remain firm and modify 


two worlds instead of one. greatly 
those upon which a new light is cast from a fresh angle, 
Tam not speaking of the real inner spirit of Christianity, 
which is the highest moral development of which we know, 
or of 
тасу, unselfishness, and all that is beautiful. 


conceive, making for gentleness, 


No fresh 


Such new lights as come from 


which we can 


revelation can injure this, 
beyond not only confirm it, but, as it seems to me, greatly 
srongthen it by simplifying and modifying some other 
beliefs which have tended to obscure it and to mix it up 
with doctrines 
justice, 

The doctrine of nearly all Christian 
bem that after death the 
advent at some far future 
After this it is judged enrth 
life, which by that time must be, in like 
4 few seconds of time blurred by the passage of count 
les conturies. It is then 
the most terrible manner, or (with or without a term of 
probation) it is made happy for ever, hat, I think, is a 
fiir statement of the usual Christian dogma, but this is 
traversed at every point by the facts of Spiritualism. We 


which offend reason and our sense of 


Churches ha 
until the 


n day of doom. 


soul lies dormant 
date ol 
upon its 


deeds in this 


retrospect, 
ruined for 


either ever in 


find ourselves. in apparent communication with the dead 
very shortly after they leave us; they seem to be exactly 
m they were before we parted, and they assert that jud 
ment is n melf-neting thing by which like is brought to 
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like, and that none е ғо lost that they will not work their 
way upwards, ho much sin m have retarded th« 
Journey Every intelligent and I iced 1 hen 
he has contemplated the doctrine of eternal punishment 
ha ud to himself, "Surely God « ly be | 
Even I, a poor mortal, would not punish so vindictive 
one who had wronged m« ГІ iew revelatio ho 
that this reproach in ir tice to the Divinit і 
wayk аге as merciful they are wonderful 
Even if there were nothing t tl t Spiritualism 

must modify not Christianity, but the wrong old-fashioned 
ideas of what Christianity meant But there is m 
more We cannot accept the opinion f tl ж 

pon some points and disregard them upon others. If they 
are agreed upon any proposition it must at least strongly 
commend itself to u One me ge, which J have found 
to be constant, is that all religions are absolutely eq 
there, that formal dogma or practice nts for tl 
one way or the other, and that the welfare and advanc 


pirit depend entirely 
produced by 


too broad to confine 


ment of the pon the degree 


refinement and goodne the discipline of eartl 
This message 1 tself to Christianit 


o creeds, so long 


but extends itself to all creeds ot 

individual result is attained. Many pet texts with 

men have belaboured their fellow men are the 
punged, but surely the general conception 1 ni 
in its essence, a more Christian one than any narr 
exclusive view of orthodoxy Man has made his own 
difficulties, and all the religious wars, the persecutior 
the feuds and the misery have had no relation whatever 
to true religion or to spiritual progre Ihe fierce 
and narrow sectarian who wished to drive his neighbour 
into what he held to be the path of virtue was in f 
imply preparing his own spirit for those lower sphere 
out of which he will with time and suffering win | 


аз а kinder and broader soul, 


There are many other but these two--the 


after death, and the value of 


points, 


sequence of event pecial 


dogma are enough, as it seems to me, to justify the claim 


that although Spiritualism is ir intagonistie to 


no way 


but, on the contrary, strongly corroborative of, the central 


Christian idea, it does, ns a matter of fact, modify Chri 


tian doctrine upon certain very important but not vita 


points, 


THE “SPECTATOR” AND PSYCHICAL RESEARCH, 
18th ult. contains not only a 
“Raymond, or Life and Death,” but 
also an article by " Ignotus," entitled " A Fable for Psychic il 


which the difficulties of 


The “Spectator” of the 
sympathetic review of 
Investigators,” in pirit communica 
tion are illustrated by an imaginary case of long-distance wire 
loss telephony, to which we may refer again, Іп the meantime 
we take the following excerpt from the article 

Granted that the channels 
are, granted also that it is 


of communication are what they 
impossible to express the unknown 
further the 


working of the human brain when it is subject to the shock of 


in terms of the known, and granted imperfect 
personal emotion, we must not expect lucidity, but, on the 
contrary, а somewhat opaque mixture, Whether that mixture 
is What many people think it is and whether we shall learn to 
clarify it, or whether it is an illusion of the brain exploited by 


man's power of self-deception, assisted by baser influences, 


romains to be seen, But in any caso, though there are, of 
course, certain dangers, it is right and reasonable to investigate 
the phenomena, or alleged phenomena, as ) 
investigated in a scientilic spirit No one proposes to stop 
chemical inquiry because foolish people may poison thomselves 
or blow themselves up. Similarly, provided the dangers aro 
understood, paychic investigation ought not to be forbidden 
or hindered morely because certain psychological an 
risks attach thereto, 


long as they are 


LE Duc maa а 
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EGYPTIAN RELIGION AND THE BOOK 
OF THE DEAD. 


By J. Н, VAN STONI 


An Address delivered to the Members, Associates and friends 
of the London Spiritualist Alliance on "Thursday evening, 
November 16th, 1916, at the Salon of the Royal Society of 
British Artists, Suffolk-street, Pall Mall, Mr. H. Withall, acting 
President, in the chair. 


THE CHAIRMAN, in introducing the lecturer, reminded his 
hearers that in the early part of the year Mr. Van Stone gave 
a series of lectures on Egypt in the Rooms of the Alliance. 
These lectures were so greatly enjoyed that some of those who 
attended them suggested to him (Mr. Withall) that it would be 
a good thing to invite the lecturer to address them in the 


Salon. One reason why he wished Mr. Van Stone to speak on 
this subject of Ezyptian religion was that until a comparatively 
recent time, when the notion was corrected by further dis- 
coveries and the reading of hieroglyphies, the prevalent but 
quite mistaken idea about the old Egyptians was that while 
they attained to a considerable degree of civilisation, it was 
principally on a material plane and was lacking in spirituality. 
Some twenty-five years ago he was acquainted with one of 
the best mediums of the nineteenth century, among whose 
controls were a number of Egyptian priests, and from these he 
gained quite a different idea of ancient Egypt from that 
currently accepted. He found that the priesthood represented 
all the highest intellectual life of the day and that its teaching 
was not confined to religion but embraced the arts and sciences ; 
further, that the Egyptians were a really cultured people, well 
versed in the healing arts, practising magnetic healing to a 
large extent, and far advanced in what we now called " modern 
Spiritualism”: they understood, he believed, more about the 
future life than we did now. He tried at the time to arrange 
fora certain Egyptologist he knew to meet this medium, but 
without success. But these ideas regarding this ancient people 
he found were now being held by learned men. The Book of 
the Dead threw a great deal of light on Egyptian beliefs, and 
they might expect, therefore, to gain much instruction from 
Mr. Van Stone's lecture. 

Mr. Vax SroNE began by pointing out that interest in 
Egypt was by no means a thing of modern times. It was felt 
just as much by the old Greeks and Romans. There was an 
atmosphere of mystery about Egypt that fascinated the Greeks. 
Their great philosophers, rulers and scientists received part 
of their education in Egypt. Continually we found the Greek 
historian or philosopher saying, “ I received such and such from 
such and such a place” (naming some Egyptian city). But 
though the Greeks took such an interest in Egyptian thought 
they did not always understand the Egyptians. The Egyptian 
priesthood were rather reserved about some of their teachings ; 
the Greeks got many misconceptions ая а consequence, апа 
much of the misconception of modern times was due to ош 
obtaining our information through Greek authors. Juvenal 
and other authors of his time had quite a wrong impression in 
regard to Egyptian beliefs, 

Egypt was a very old country. Its civilisation was known 

to go back 5000 n.c, but dim echoes had reached us of a 
mightier civilisation long earlier than that period. hat civili- 
sation, of which we knew very little, had given part of its 
wealth of science and philosophy to the great Cretan civilisation 
which had been discovered within the last ten or fifteen years, 
and which was supposed to have been at its height at about 
10000 n.c. Coming to about 5000 n.c., we found there was the 
rise and fall of a series of civilisations—at least three, "There 
was а great civilisation rising to a high stage of culture—the 
“ golden age” of Egypt—and then a period of barbarism. Then 
came а second civilisation, called the Middle Empire "; then 

another period of barbarism, on the ruins of which rose a third 

civilisation, which eontinned to the reign of Nero. He men- 

tioned this fact to show that in these five thousand years 

changes would come about. The thought of the people would 

be affected by outside influences, by contact with the Nubian 


and Berber peoples, and in later times with the Greeks. Ou 
ously enough, we even found traces of Buddhist influence. 5 
we had the aboriginal cults overlaid with these various thought 
strata. 

When we came to consider the religious conceptions of th 
Egyptians, the first thing we noticed was the great number 
their gods—roughly four hundred and thirty-eight. Tho chiy 
ones were spoken of as local deities. For Egypt was not; 


unity—there was an Egypt of the north and an Egypt of th 


south. Each city, beside, had its own deities. In later ti 
the local deities became fused. But with all this fused poly 
theism on the surface, there was (we found from Egypti 
writings) an underlying monotheism. This -monotheism, 
Plutarch mentioned and great scholars had remarked, becar 
expanded into polytheism by a personification of the Diving 
attributes and powers. The great Egyptologist, Brugsch, mil 
a collection of texts which describe the Deity. Mr. Van Мор 
read some of these to give his hearers an idea of the highest 
form of Egyptian religious thought : 

God is one and alone, none other existeth with Hin 
God is the One, the One who hath made all things. 

God isa spirit, a hidden spirit, the Spirit of spirits, th 
great Spirit of the Egyptians. 

Не is from the beginning. He hath existed from of old, an 
was when nothing else had being. 

He is the eternal and infinite and endureth for ever. 

He isthe Hidden Being, and no man hath known Hi 
form. 

Хо man hath been able to seek out His likeness. Ніз nam 
isa mystery. His names are innumerable. 

God Himself is existence, He liveth in all things and up 
all things. 

The heavens rest upon His head and the earth supportet 
His feet. Heaven hideth His spirit, the earth hideth His fom 
and the underworld shutteth up the mystery of Him within it 

God is merciful unto those who reverence Him, and He 
heareth him that calleth upon Him. Не heareth the cry d 
kim that is Бопай in fetters, He judgeth between the mighty 
and the weak. 

Next we found that in the external religion there wer 
three or four great cults. We had the Supreme Being wûr 
shipped under the form of the sun—Ra. Ва was the visible sul 


Associated with this Ra-worship we had a trinity. The su 
was spoken of under three names according to its position in 
the heavens. It was Khepera in the morning, Ra at midday 
Tmu at sunset. These were three great manifestations of tli 
sun, and around each there clustered an enormous number d 
symbolic ideas of great complexity, beauty and interest 
Another of the great cults which revealed Ra at differen 
periods was that of Amen—a word which meant “ the МШ 
one.” This was the worship of the Deity in His unmanifestel 
state, as the One who could not be figured—an unanthrope 
morphic idea, 

At one period during the dominance of the Amen cult then 
arose а king who tried to bring into power a system of abstr 
theism. He put forth what was known as the Aten hers 
which substituted for all the curious symbolic forms simply th 


worship of the sun dise, For a time his heresy was suprun 
but the priesthood after his death very soon regained thi 
supremacy and the old form of worship was restored, 


(To be Continued.) 


Mr, E. Wake Соок, well known not only as artist ай 
author, but as an exponent of the higher teachings of Spink 
ualism, has contributed to recent issues of the “Eveni 
News " some valuable articles on the food question, Whe fint 
which appeared on the 28th ult., showed how a drastic rodu 
tion of the amount of food ordinarily consumed would mow 
not only an immense economy but a great improvement in tht 
national health. 

On Tuesday next, the 5th inst, at 3 p.m., in the Pany 
Room at Tunbridge Wells, Mrs. Mary Davies will give 9 
lecture entitled “А Message of Comfort to the Bereaved 
Music by Mr. W. Steff Langston. Мг, H. G. Beard will pre 
side (in the absence of Sir A. Conan Doyle), Admission free 
but a collection will be taken. The main expense will be born 
by a lady who is stated to have received very convincing proof! 
of human survival in the ease of her departed husband, a dis 
tinguished scientist. 
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By E. E. 


ARE IMMORTAL. 


CAMPION 


The creeds of humanity generally concur in stating that 
man beings are immortal, that death is only an apparent 
ad, that life is a span between two eternities, that the 


ul 
lives for ever; but such matters are generally the f 
fiith rather than of thought. Тһе purpose of this article is to 
explain from a materialistic standpoint why we arc 


t t 
ubject 


immortal, 
of, at all events, to show the physical possibility of immortality 

The standpoint of physical science is understood by all, it 
isthat from which material progress emanates, it is the revers 
of visionary. Its history began with Socrates, whose frame of 
mind Was one of questioning. If one is persistent enough in 
questioning, one will get answers and eventually the correct 
me, Questioning is not inconsistent with theorising. If you 
donot form tentative theories уоп have no direction for your 
questions, Dalton's atomic theory, the sweeping generalisations 
of Copernicus, the illuminative speculation of a Charle 
Darwin, are all instances of observed facts leading t i 
slong speculative paths. Тһе theory once formed can be 
listed and re-tested so that it may be amended or abandoned 
The present writer submits a theory, which is not in reality 
quite 80 crude as the bare outline of it in a short article might 
lad the reader to suppose. 

It seems that the starting point in finding an answer to the 
question, " Why are we immortal ? " 
ception of the human soul. "Тһе body itself is immortal in a 
rundabout way, for, as Maeterlinck poetically hints, it lives 
ішіп in flowers. But it has lost its identity. The human 
soul after death cannot lose its identity because it is only a 
human soul by reason of its identity. It may be illumined, 
added to, have transcendental powers, but unless it can retain 
itsidentity it cannot be said in itself to be immortal. It is 
generally recognised that the soul is but an 
thoughts. Each man who is born is endowed with a soul by 
virtue of heredity. He adds to the stock of ideas, and throug! 
his life history not only adds new ideas, but revivifies old ones 
thts coming, through the process of experience, into the 
birthright of inherited faculty. 

Thought is a mode of motion, like steam and electricity 
The crudity of this notion may be matter for philosophers to 
smile at, but truth does appear strange at first. The efficiency 
of the war " tanks " was not, however, impaired by the laughter 
which their appearance caused. If we wish to know the general 
tharacter of the soul as an aggregate of thoughts, we must 
саше the individual thought in its simple form. Having 
iseertainéd what a thought actually is, we may proceed to the 
probable character of the soul. We are thinking 
hours, and we think many thousand times per diem as we are 
consciously adapting ourselves to our environment. 


should be a concrete con- 


aggregate ot 


all our waking 


The genesis of a thought—quite a simple thought—is 
lest examined in the case of a child who receives an impression 
Which is to last that child throughout his entire life as one of 
his thoughts, as part of his The child, we will say, is a 
town-bred urchin, and is taken into the country. He gets up 


early in the morning and walks in а rose garden. 


soul, 


That rose 
garden he will remember at odd intervals throughout his life 
He will not remember it arbitrarily, but because he is reminded. 
Reminders of a thought hidden in the subconsciousness must 
be part of the thought system of which the memorised thought 
forms a part. Ideas do not exist as separate and isolated 
memories, but as systems, just as there are not separate 
planets, but only solar systems of which planets form a part. 
If the child grow up and fall in love he may think of the 
tee garden, As a matter of experience he does. Why? Plato 
Woukl have told us, perhaps, that beauty exists as a thought- 
form and that the principle of beauty, being incorporated in 
diverse things, was yet а separate entity. A more modern ex- 
planation might be that ideas arrange and re-arrange themselves 
in the mind according to various classifications. If you think 
of one thing which is beautiful, the mind is led into a realm in 
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h all thi ire beautiful I т t 
ommunication with partic 1 ) і € 
becat ti | mobine 1 m I 
I ple 
14 1 it l ( т 
ns, t | of tl te th 1 
1 pe mat 7 
| expe e and t 
his 46 T! nl 1 T and 
18 is in t} € the 
human soul nore mobile and rational than that of a lower 
creature But the effect f all 1 is seen in the 
individual human life from embryo to old age. A man's self i 
thus éssentially not his head and his body and his limbs 
are only an earthly terminal to his ætherial self, composed of 
ideas, thoughts, experiences in spiritual forn When death 
curs, all that happens that the terminal of the man 
ch binds it to an earthly experience e of 1 
uid ex] A n re 1 ей hat . thé thre 4 
material and corruptible, i in 
material anc r € 
Hi ul still « I 
perience and affectior DW c g 
f angels can mix themselv« th the thoughts of men. ТІ 
would explain inspiration, gen 
by numerous people, ind lying thé ice 


worship of Japan, that tl 
still 


with mundane affairs, 


becor t f God 
Providence 
PERSONAL MAGNETISM. 
NOTES FI FRANCE 
The “ Psychic Magazine " (Paris) contain 
lecture given on Septem 7th by M. Henri D I 
subject of “ Personal Magt B g 
lecturer paid a tr t і 
field of nour, namely, Fernand G 
work n magnetism, photography of ira, < 
gained the Cro Gu Legion of Honou 
Cross cf St. Anne; Nicolas Benoit, found f the S 
France, and who wrote und. the seudon vi f" Vict 
Morgany," killed at the he of 5 nes; and And 
Herbert, professor of the Ecole Practique « Ma 
collaborator with M. Durville in the " Psy Mag 
After emphasising the supreme importance of the ac 
contained in the ancient Greel scription, " M 
self," the lecturer proceeds with a few 
analogies, presumably with a view t tir s audier 
follow the advice mentione: 
He compares the human 
ing energy, the vert f the factory ng the is 
ervous ystem and the sistant Y 
nervous system. The brain govern: 
the sul i a 
constantly at work, even while the principal eeping 
Carrying the analogy still further, M. Durvill ens the 
system of a man. who "mmn dow t factory cot 
by an irresponsible assistant, acting without the ірегі 
direction of the principal, and shows how this leads to lack of 
nervous control, making the subject rey to fe , nery 
ness, loss of memory, & He describes the condition of those 
persons who lack self-inastery, their unreasoning fear of appear- 
ing in public, and the close connection that exists between 
mental and bodily ailments І may here remark in passing 


that this part of the subject has been si 
Mr. E. Hunt in his admirable b on ~ Nerve Control 
the lecture, M. Durville 
instrument invented by Dr. d'Allonnes, by whieh the working 


of the subconsciousness ean be detected. 


milarly dealt with by 


In the course of 


seribes an 


It consists of a rota- 
ting cylinder, on the surface of which are marked the letters of 
the alphabet (or figures from one to ten). Connected to this is 
an indinrubber bulb and tube (after the manner of a scent- 


spray), which is so arranged that the slightest pressure on the 
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a mark to be made on the cylinder, The subject 
of the experiment holds the bulb, and is asked to think of a 
the cylinder is revolved, 


bulb causes 


letter of the alphabet or a number; 
ang a second person pronounces the name of each letter, or 
figure, as it appears. It is usnally found that the subject has 
unconsciously squeezed the bulb on hearing the letter or figure 
of which he is thinking, thereby marking the cylinder and 
disclosing what he had in mind. 

The " Magazine " 
of Metz Cathedral, representing the German Kaiser (with 
Daniel. He holds a 
It begins “ The 


Now this is the prophecy that 


also refers to a sculpture on the portal 


upturned moustaches) as the prophet 
parchment in his hand and points to the text. 
tree that thou sawest, &c.” 
Daniel made to King Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. iv., 20 et seq.) 
р. Х. 6. 


One wonders if it is significant. 


SIDELIGHTS. 


In an account of the prosecution of a woman charged with 
telling fortunes, it was stated that at the time of her arrest 
" ghe was on her way to a church bazaar, where she was adver- 
tised to appear as a clairvoyante." 


M. Henri Durville, director of " Psychie Magazine " and 
“Journal dn Magnetisme,” whose work as an exponent of 
massage and magnetism is becoming widely known, was re- 
cently married to Mlle, Le Bonteiller, Our hearty congratula- 
tions to the couple. 


Did the Red Lady of the Hapsburgs give warning of the 
death of the Emperor Francis Joseph ? asks an evening paper, 
which adds that the famous family ghost of the Imperial House 
of Austria is traditionally affirmed to be the shade of a noble 
lady who suffered grievous wrongs at the hands of bygone 
Hapsburgs and to appear whenever one of the family is about 
to (lie, 


"Hinduism; the World Ideal,” by Harendranath Maitra 
(Cecil Palmer and Hayward, 2s, 64. net), gives us a valuable 
insight into the mind of India, Мг, б, K. Chesterton, in his 
preface to the book, warmly commends it, and certainly it is an 
illuminating essay on Hinduism, its customs and its points of 
view, by one who, as Mr. Chesterton remarks, “knows his own 
country a8 an Englishman or an American cannot.” 


We are glad to hear from Mrs, J. L, Farrell, of Rosebery- 
avenue, Cambridge, Cape Province (South Africa), that the 
“Circle of Light" in Kast London, G.P., whose needs as 
regards books for the library were voiced in our columns, some 
time ago, started on a wider career last August as a properly 
organised society with a membership of over forty, under the 
title of “The Hast London Spiritual and Psychical Research 
Society.” ‘The officers work gratuitously, and all the meetings 
are free, the society being supported entirely by members’ sub- 
scriptions and the library by voluntary contributions, Public 
meetings are held monthly, but will be held more frequently as 
membership increases. 


THE ASSASSINATION OF SPENCER PERCEVAL, 


teferring to the allusion in Тлонт of the 25th ult, (р, 384) 
to the vision of Mr, Williams, Mr, I’, €, Constable (of Wick 
Court, Bristol), writes : 


John Williams’ dream was on the 2nd or 3rd May, 1512, 
the murder took place on the evening of the 11th Мау, (Cf. 
" Proceedings," B.P.R, Vol. Vy р, 921.) 

Androw Lang unearthed the fact that the murder was 
reported in a village near Annan the day fore the murder ; 
this goos to corroborate John Williams’ own acconnt, which is 
oxtant, (" Proceedings," S.P.R,, Vol, ХІШ, р, 617.) 

Tho evidence, I think, is too strong for rejection, If 
tivstworthy, it establishes a remarkable instance of prevision, 
Williams folt a strong desire to go to London to give warning, 
hut was prevented by bis friends, 


Buyv-Tonrungp.—A Japanese parable tells of а man who 
is отоу tortured by a demon, The man cannot understand 
tho injustice of his frightful punishment because he feels he 
Іше never. done anything to merit it, ‘The demon replies, 
" "Thou hast created mo and fashioned me to be such as 1 ат, 
My nature is such as thou hast given me. Blame, then, thyself 
for thy suffering,’ Wo ourselves fashion from our thought our 
worst ¢nemiesthe hideous demons of fear, of worry, of un- 
happiness in some form—which torture us and frequently wreck 
our lives, — Onos Swerr MANDIN, 


ember 2, 1916 


INDWELLING POWER. 


In “ Vitalism,' by Paul Tyne L. N. Fowler & Co., 98, ( 
vet), the central thought we find to be “ Realisation.” Th 
author insists on the reality of that indwelling power of ex. 
operation with the Spirit, which, from the standpoint of Ner 


Wo are urged t 


free ourselves from the illusions and trammels of the senses in 


Thought, is the basic princ iple of our being 


order that we may come into a more intimate relation with 
reality. Thought is regarded as the connecting link betwee 


being and becoming. Assertion and aflirmation are th 
means whereby we can link ourselves to that Infinite Enemy 
which is not of ourselves but of the Spirit. То realise this power 
and to trust it is to apprehend life in a new aspect; tog 
forward in the way that leads from sickness to health, from 
An alluring 


impotence to power, from bondage to freedom. 


prospect! But while we readily admit the renewing andre 
generative possibilities of suggestive thought, we are regret- 
fully aware that it is not given to everyone to attain to thi 
which is sudi 
an essential feature of the New Thought teaching. The book 
is the outcome of lectures delivered to students in America 
and England, and it is stated that the truth of the principles 


laid down has been abundantly demonstrated in the course of 


glowing sense of “oneness” and “ wholeness " 


an extensive healing practice. A. B. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


* Our Duty to Ghosts." 

Sim,—Your contributor " D. R.," who criticises, on page 
371, Mrs. A. Gibson's efforts to help those “ under guard,’ a 
the Greek has it, also writes as " one who knows," althougl, 
like others, he has much to learn. Suppose Mrs. Gibson's work 
costs much, to what better use could she put her money than 
in helping others? John Howard and others did not cout 
the cost of their work. 

I do not know whether “|, R.” believes the records of the 
Gospel which tell us that there are men in prison in the othe 
life and that our Lord preached the good news of repentang 
and forgiveness of sins to them, Are we not to follow Hi 
example as far as we can, if the power is given to us? 

"D, R.” says "there is nothing more dangerous than to 
live in a world of imaginary good deeds.” Wherein lies tha 
danger? Has the war taught us to avoid danger in helping 
others ? 

"D, R.” should know that we have not all reached the 
height of being able to do without "narrow theology” and 
prayer to which he has attained, and that stale gibes at 
another's religion are not argument. 

I am one of a small band who do their utmost to help thow 
“іп prison” in the other life, and not without success, as Wt 
know.— Yours, «сс., Н. SEVERNE. 


D. В, writes :— 


If the editor had not kindly permitted me to seo Mr, 
Severne's letter before publishing it, I should have thoughtit 
impossible for anyone who read my brief article and took the 
least pains to follow the meaning of what he read, to pervert 
that meaning so completely, I protested particularly against 
two positive statements of Mrs, Gibson's—first, that spirits û 
people who died of the plague were fated to be earthbound fot 
two hundred and fifty years, for apparently no other reas 
than that their transition was a sudden one; and, secondly, 
that the former adherents of a narrow theology were still hang 
ing around our churches and churchyards waiting for the lt M 
judgment and the final resurrection. Into this simple prota, 
the grounds for which are surely not difficult to apprehend, Mi 
Severne, by some strange misreading or exercise of imaginatio) 
imports disbelief in the New Testament (not Gospel) recon 
regarding spirits in prison, assumed ability to do without 
prayer, and indulgence in “ stale gibes at another's religion"! 
How he does it I cannot imagine—any more than I can ail 
him to see the difference between danger to life or limb incurred 
in helping others and the danger to spiritual stamina in living 
in a world of imaginary good deeds when there are plenty ûf 
openings for real and unmistakable service in the visible anl 
tangible world in which our present lot is cast, 


"Тил: series of papers " Rachel Comforted : the Story of a 
Mother and Child" have been temporarily suspended, partly 
owing to the illness of the author and partly to the tremendous 
pressure on our space, but we hope to resume their publication 
in ап early issue, 
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London Spiritualist Alli: ince, Ltd., | 


110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, we. | 


Programme ot Meetings for the Coming Week. | 


TUESDAY, December 12th, at 3 p.m.— 
For Members ONLY. 
Seance for Clairy рува Descriptions 
NO admission after 3 o'clock. 


THURSDAY, December 14th, at 5 p.m.— | 
Admission 18; Member: and Associati ret 
Psychic Olass W. J. VANSTONE. 
Тестпге on “ Mediumship: ‘ibe Greek Phase.” 
азад | 
THURSDAY, December 14th, at 7.30 р m.— | 
Admission Is ; Members and Associates Free by Ticket. 

Address at Suffolk Street — .. His 


Free. 


Mas. W. PAULET 


EXxcELLENCY COUNT | 
CHEDO MIYATOVICH 
(Former Serbian Foreign Mioister). 
** Psychic Science in Serbia. 


FRIDAY, December 15th, ab 4 p.m — 
Admission Is.; Members and Associates Free. 
Talks with a Hans Control Mes. М. Н. WALLIS. 


Sutsoription to December 31st. 1917, 
MEMBERS, One Guinea. ASSOCIATES. Half. a-Guinea. 


For further particulars see page 394. 


The MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, Ltd., 
Will Hold SUNDAY EVENING MEETINGS at 6.30 o'clock at 
STEINWAY HALL, LOWER SEYMOUR 

. STREET, ; 


(Just off Oxford-sereet. close to Portman Square). | 
SUNDAY EVENING NEXT, 

» MR. A. VOUT PETERS, Clairvoyance, 

py December 17th.—Mr. Percy К. S:reet, Address 


Admission Free, Collection. Inquirers cordially invited. Doors ope 
at 6 p.m. No admission after 6.40 p.m. 


CENTRE OF LIGHT AND TRUTH 
(Church ot Higher Mysticism). 


The London Academy of Music | 


?2. Princes Street. Cavendish Square. W 
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10TH. 
Ғатвсіогон SMITH. | 
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Evening, 6.80 . Mrs. Елікс.огон Sirs. 
3 "Answers to Written ( Questions. | 
E Healing Service after Evening Meeting | 


THE LONDON SPIRITUAL MISSION, 
18, Pembridge Place, Bayswater, W. 
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М7 p.m. ... MR. H. G. BEARD. | 
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BLEDON 'SPIKI TUALIST MISSION, 
Through Passage between 4 and 5, Broadway, Wimbledon. 


SUNDAY NEXT, DECEMBER 10тн. 
g, 0,00, Service . Mns. Mary GORDON. 
WEDNESDAY NEXT, DE СЕ MBE R 13тн. 
n dj Concert in aid of Piano Fund. 
/ING.— Wednesdays, 3 to 5, Mr. Lonsdale; Sundays, 
Ü to 5.30, Mr. Boot. No charge. Freewill offerings. 
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ion Free Bilver Collection 
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the war, all copies to neutral countries are now being sent 
by the British Government's Censor's Agents, and we there- 
* Light” when 
АП subscriptions for 1917 should 


which are that 
once 


London, 


therefore be forwarded at once to avoid copies being stopped 
at expiration of subscription by the Government agents. 


^ “че 


| 
| 
| 


EL m 


aset a E 


| | HEGE | КӘ 


Third Edition Now Ready. 


RAYMOND, OR LIFE AND DEATH. 


oes Examples of the Evidence for Survival 
f Memory and Affection after Death. 


By SIR OLIVER LODGE, F.R.S. 


With Eighteen Illustrations. 


This very remarkable book is the record by a distinguished 
father of a brave soldier son. Raymon ge was killed 
in Flanders іп 1915; but Sir Oliver Lodge claims to have 
had communication with him nce, and in the hope that 
ot her bereaved slatives and friends may have their grief 
Similarly softened and their loss alleviated, he has consented 
to m publ ication of this very intimate record of séances 
It tells the story of Raymond Lodge's young life and of 
his deatb. It then gives full details of the communica- 
tions which his friends received from him in the spirit 
world, and this is done in order that such & narrative may 
give hope and comfort to mourners. The third part deals 
with Life and Death, of the body and the mind, of 
Christian psychology and of the idea of God. 


Cloth, 403 pages, 11/- net post free. 
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ,ST. MARTINS LANE, W.C. 


Talks on Occult Subjects by Mrs. Fairclough Smith 
EVERY WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, ат 3 o’ctock. 
Admission fs.. which includes Tea. 

FOR LADIES ONLY. 

Asp EVERY THURSDAY EVENING, ат 720 O'CLOCK, 
LECTURES FOR EITHER SEX. 

Fee 1s. each 


30, YORK STREET, BAKER STREET, W. 


Objections to Spiritualism 
(ANSWERED) 
By H. A. DALLAS. 
New Second Edition Enlarged and Revised. 


CONTENTS. 

Prelimmary Difbculties. Is Spiritualism Dangeroas ? 
Wherein Lie tbe Dangers. Do tbe Dead know of Earth's Sorrow» ? 
Do They Tell Us T E pou New? 

Purposeless Phenomena be Methods Employed. 
Causes of Confusion. 

What the Communicators Themselves Say. 
Impersonating Spirits and Fraud. Telepathy. Materialisations 
The emnt of Spiritualists. 


Stiff Boards, 127 pages, post free, 1s. 84. 


OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 


You are Invited 
TO CALL AND INSPECT THE LARGE SELECTION OF 


PSYCHIC, MYSTICAL, AND GENERAL NEW AND 
SECOND НАМО BOOKS, 
NOW on Sale, from id. and upwards, at 
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTINS LANE, wc. 


tufi Society.—Lectures on Mysticism, Religion, 
J Philosophy st 96, Ladbroke-road, Holland Park, W Sandays 
(Prayer Meetings), 11 am. Insyst Khas. December 10th, st 6 p.m, 
Маліаті Sedar-ud-Din, “Teachings of Islam” Tuesday, December 
J2th, at 8 p.m. Insyat Kbso, “ Duality in Nature" Admission free. 


( bituary —Professor Richard Norris, M.D.. 
FRSE, on November 15th, at his residence, Yardley Fields. 


Parminghsm, in his Sth year. He was a member of the Peychical 
Research Society and one of the very early pioneers of Spiritualism, 


£ (ative * Suggestion,” by Robert McAllan. 


J Explains bow bypox Жас suggestion acts, with evidence showing 
its value іш treating moral, mental and physical disorders; free by 


pout from tbe sotbor, 92, Hegent-strect, W, ст 55. High-street, 
Oroy don 3 


iritualists when in London should stay at 

Hunstenton House, 12, Ende! , London, N.W Ж! 
minutes Euston Station, 5 minutes Bt, Pancras and King’s Cross); 
central for all parts; perfect sanitation. Terms: 4». Bed and Bresk- 
fest; no charge for attendance, Full terif spply to Mrs. Stanley 
Watts, Proprietreer, 
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| Mediumship Explained. 

Wallis. Cloth, 1s. 2d. post fre« 
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Cloth, is. 2d. post free 
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Ww Boards. 1s. 14d. post free, or bound i ^. үй 
tree. 
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Mediumship. By E. W. Wallis. , 34d. post free 
What Spiritualism Is s for Inquirers 4 
Students. By E. W. Wallis. es, 24d. post free. 


Death’s Chiefest Surprise. А Tr: ance Address 
through the Mediümship of E . Wallis. Pri 
Spiritual Emancipation by x E 
Fear. By E. W. Wallis. 22 pages post free 


Death and the Beyond. A Sp E - perience 
and three other Trance Ad s through the Med 


E. W. Wallis. Price 234. pos 
Is Spiritualism Dangerous? Ву E. W. and MH 
Wallis. Price 14d. post free 
Let Not Your Heart | 
Life after Death. Two Tranc 
of E. W. Wallis. 24d. post free. 
Thoughts on Mediumship, and 
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E eonard Hall 
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Evans. Cloth, 76 page 
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6d. post free. 

Life and Experiences of Edmund Dawson Rogers 
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Powell, LL B, D.&c.. (“Angus McArthur 

Psychic Science in Parliament.. A Survey of the 
Statutes and the Leading Legal Decisions in regard to Руби 
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24. post free. | 
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Dallas. Boards, 127 pages. 84. post fr 
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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


™ The Daily Record and Mail” (Glasgow 
tains a lengthy article entitle 
President of the Glasg Spiritualist E50 
E. some corres aen. nce on the subject w 
previously appeared in the journal The € 
aide, after alluding to recent pronouncements 
mem by distinguished writers and thinke 

E. known in connection with the mov« 
em Walter Scott's many allusions to the 

things ; to Daniel Defoe's belief in interpositior 
len (we gave an example in Ілспт 
салде of Charles Dickens wl 
Oras a Spiritualist in the came 
E is a Spiritualist.” He 

ing on the basis of some of tl 
КС stories. Оп а broad ar 

Е 10006 that the President 

m his claims. But 

of the famous men to whom he 

Of the cheap and nasty for 

are carried on upon thc 

Dare accessible at any moment 


M 
Mu persons on the payment of 
Ё this idea Charles Dickens 
am that protest he is upheld 

Ме part of the Spirit 


Mhe story of the colonel of 
and wounded, died in a hospital tr 
at the same moment was > 
WM ment by over a hundred 
b mated in last weel І e), 18 followed 
Mory. It tells of the spirits of monk 
fancient monastery somewhere in France, 
who are attending to the wounded soldier 
within its walls. In the course of some notes 
bj tin his nightly « rie in the " Evening № 
Ете поп (better known as "The Londone rks 
Ehe White Monks are still in their « homi The 
have sight of them in the watches of the of those 
теп who move gravely іп the places w they ate 
îk and prayed the quiet years. A nurse seen 
nurse, trotting on her errand down a gal , and 
her, unseen by her, the White Monk They do i ticularly def 
Шеш, the White Monks. When they lived they wer idea of the re-union of 
men, they would not harm the English women who be— and I think 
by the beds of Frenchmen wounded in France's war need to misrepresent t] 


has been ignorant of the continnity « 


“ n А r à 
harmless ghost" is not an unfamiliar feature in after death, The iglican Churel 
lore, which tells of houses the inmates of which have point with 4 
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purgatory Both confirm the Spiritualist positior f the 
continuous Conscious individuality of the soul 

It is very difficult to know precisely what the Chureh 
(the Protestant Church at le holds to be orthodo 
doctrine on the subject of eschatology If the Church ha 
not specifically taught that the soul lies dormant until the 


Resurrection Day it has not, so far as we have observed, 


made any definite statement to the contrary It has simply 
been ignorant, There have been brilliant exception 
amongst its clergy, of course, and if we select different 


orders of religious thought as authorities we can find that 


Sir A. Conan Doyle and ` Beta ire both reasonably 


correct, 


LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE. 
A meeting of the Members and Associates of the Alliance 
will be held in the SALON or тне Кота, Society or BRITISH 


Artists, Suffolk-street, Pall Mall East, S.W. (near the 
National Gallery), on 
THURSDAY EVENING NEXT, DECEMBER 14th, 


When AN ADDRESS will be given by 
HIS EXCELLENCY 


COUNT CHEDO MIYATOVICH 


(Former Serbian Foreign Minister, and Serbian Minister at 
the Courts of Great Britain, Turkey, and Rumania), 
ENTITLED 


“Psychic Science in Serbia.” 
The doors will be opened at 7 o'clock, and the meeting will 
ommence punctually at 7.30. 


Admission by ticket only. Two course tickets are sent at 
the beginning of the season to each Member, and one to each 
Associate, Other friends desiring to attend any of the lec- 
tures can obtain tickets by applying to Mr. F. W. South, 110, 
St. Martin's-lane, W.C., accompanying the application by а 
remittance of 1s. for each ticket. 


MEETINGS AT 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, 


For tHe Ѕтору or Psycuicat PHENOMENA. 


Ұ.С, 


CLAIRVOYANT Descriptions.—Tuesday nert, December 12th, 
Mrs. W. Paulet, at 3 p.m. No one will be admitted after 
that hour. (See посе below.) 

Psvcnic Crass.— Thursday nert, December 14th, at 5 p.m., 
cóncluding lecture by Mr. W. J. Vanstone, Ph.D., on “ Phases 
of Mediumship," his special subject being Тһе Greek Phase.” 

IxvormaL Gatnenincs—Members and Associates are 
invited to attend бе rooms at 110, St. Martin’s-lane, on 
Friday afterncon, December 15th, from 3 to 4, and to introduce 
friends interested in Spiritualism, for informal conversation, 
the exchange of experiences, and mutual helpfulness 

TALKS WITH А SPIRIT CoxTROL.—On Friday next, December 
15th, at 4 p.m, “ Morambo," the guide of Mrs. M. Н. Wallis, 
willspeak briefly on “The Responsibility of the Individual 
Self to the Whole Universe,” 
questions from the audience (written ст otherwise) pertinent 
to the subject or arising out of the statements made. 


and will afterwards answer 


IMPORTANT NOTICE. — Admission to the Tuesday 
Séance їв strictly confined to Members and their personal friends, 
for whom Members have the privilege of purchasing tickets at 
one shilling each, if application be made before the date of 
meeting. Each ticket must bear the name and address of the 
person using it, and be signed by the Member through whom it 
is obtained, ‘To all other meetings visitors can be admitted on 


payment of one shilling. 


Tug Рвүсніс Terecraru.—Mr. Dayid Wilson writes: 
“Can you publish the numbers 17401940—12, that І may 
know if any reader of Ілонт has been 'telepathing' them to 
me?" (It will be recalled that in the autumn of last year a 
Mr. J. Weston, of Worthing, “ telepathed " to а friend the 
number 207704, The friend only received part of the message, 
but the whole number came out on Mr. Wilson's Psychic 
Telegraph, Mr. Wilson and Mr. Weston being complete 
strangers. The discovery was only made by the fact of Mr. 
Wilson asking in Ілонт whether anybody had “sent” that 
number, as it had been received on his machine.) 


IS SPIRITUALISM A RELIGION? 


I juestion has been ra 1 in the column Liam 
ind discussed by tw minent піні Chere can be m 
satisfactory lution of it till w now what we nre talking 
about. We must define the ter of the controversy. T 
begin with, What is “ religion ind what i piritnalim 
Religion has half a dozen meaning r different mind o ha 
Spiritualism No wonder, then, at th ntroversy! We 
not talking about the same thin nd how, tl an I 
істен 

Let religion be defined ая т nvictions ¢ T 
Spiritualism as my views of it or your then we shall have 
many different sect tl tl different kinds 4 
human minds 

This accounts for the multitude of different religions andi 
rival or divergent ideas of Spiritualism Yet we all desir 
unity in both religion and Spiritualism. So we must takebroad 
views of both, and seek our unity the oad foundations of 
both alike 

They both stand on the same foundation ultimately: an 
that foundation is not any Church or sect, or ritual, or 
books or creed or doctrine « rganised sith or worst 
The broad and solid foundations of bot! in the greatest 


marvel of all creation, the life within all things, and in part 


cular the vital force of the spirit of life within the human nue 
That is where our real unity will be found, and on this ra 
unity men have laboriously erected every kind of super 
structure, from Chinese pagoda Hindoo and Buddhist 
temples, Mohammedan mosques, African fetishe , Pagan and 


Jewish temples and synagogues and Druidical altars to Christian 
rituals, whether of Eastern or Western civili 


Coptic 
1 


churches and 


tions, whether Roman Protestant, Greek or 


Lutheran, all 


again divided into the orthodox and the 1 


subdivided into countl ects and divisions, û 
northodox, and al 


nding of Him is 


worshipping God to the best of thei le 


their own way 
Then we look at Spiritualism е ask, Is Spintualis 
one of these? or is it tion to these counta 


hallenge Spint- 
or not Is it 


nism? If it 


religions ? Nay, some go furthe 


ualism to define itself. Is it a Christian faith 


orthodox Trinitarianisn imorthodox Ur 


Church or Nonconformity Is it Baptist or Congregationalist? 
They all demand the right to label it with one of ther 
numerous religious labels (which are not infrequently religion 
libels, e pecially when we insist labellin other peoples 
luggage) 

So they put Spiritualism into the dock, and they summo 
countless representative of countle eligions" to ber 


their testimony ti t heinot crime of starting a ner 
religion 

They unite in repudiatin ill connection with this dan 
geron here y 

The English law even condemns it as'on the level wit | 


and imposture. ^" Away with it, fight itdi 


they all cry, as 


turn sought by fire 


" vagabondage 


once they all cried ont agains 


and crush it, 


and 


one another, and each in word, perse 


cution and social oftracism, to extinguish one another 


Alas for poor Spiritualism in such hand 
What a 


The superstructures ar« 


strange spectacle 1 being enacted before our eyes 


repudiating the very foundations o 


which they are all built, and thus undermining their own exit 


ence, Spiritualists are told that they are quacks, imposto 


idle dreamers, unitarians, deists, theists, pantheista, followers 


of black 


opprobrious terms 


magic, and a medley of other contradictory and 


Men and women who live spiritually on the foundations 


of all human life, are denounced as misguided lunatics by 
those who feel these same foundations being heaved up beneath 
them by the spiritual forces which created these very same 


foundations. visibly cracking 


Their pet superstructures аге 
under this upheaval, 


Can the fury of a woman suffering as Juno did from spreta 
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Wura forma exceed the rage of occlosinaties who воот to 
we their beloved churches and temples and cathedrals rocking 
U their very foundations ? 

Alas, for all such impotent fury! If their hour of trial i 
Bland, let them turn to their own mission of Repentance and 
Hope,” for their help and comfort, Let them seek 
ШІ their religion on which all their human superstructure is 
founded, and from which it derives all its power and vitality 
Mion they will begin to understand Spiritualisn 
Bit the cult of this spirit beneath all religions 

It is not a religion in the senge of being an organised system 
of faith and worship. 

Dio priests, no creeds, no confessions of faith defining ° the 
wily right belief " ; and no excommunication, 
inte көпке that it is a solid and sure guide to human conduct 

controlling the development of our civilisation—offering the 
Widest freedom of thought to all religions: for it is as 
mias solid as the foundations of all religions; but it 

Minds on these foundations and not on any of the super- 

imetures, which it regards as human effort 
wmupted and debased by human misconceptions and worldly 


the spirit 
Spiritualism 


It has no organisation—no churches, 


It i» a religion 
wide 


more or less 


Li ез, 
Tt rejects the superstructures, and it goes back to the 
M inspired the founders of them all: and in par 
к (0 the revelation of the founder of Christianity, so far 
ЖІП» possible to gather his real teaching from the ipper- 
fet and corrupted records as they reach our ears іп our own 
- modern language. 
Spiritualism is the study of this spirit. It is 
a series of dogmas, It presents evidence for examination which 
ап (Шу be tested by practical conduct. It ha 
tile revelation of the same spirit which is responsible for every 
Sy When it becomes an organised faith with its own creeds, 
‘its clergy and its temples, then it, too, will follow the same 
- lin of corruption and decadence, and will in its turn be swept 
"Mile by a new and a better revelation 

All these superstructures are but attempts to limit the re- 
lations of the Great Spirit in which we all live and move and 
lave our bemg. Spiritualism calls upon every Inan to put hi 

ША Ont for the guidance of the great Father of us all—One 
ip All and All in One. 

Itis tlie unity which underlies all our religions. It accepts 
Ее adequate or final. It accepts all as imperfect human 
ГО, anid it takes its stand on the profoundest truth of all 

їпап nature—that man is a spiritual being and is required 
live this life and his future life or lives in an endless progres- 
tion of enlightenment by his own endless work and efforts, 

d the guidance of the Great Author of his being. 

This may or may not be a religion. If it is not, then it i 
Wmething better, deeper and truer than any religion. 


a science, not 


ite own scien 


A GENERATION AGO, 


(From “Ligur” or Decemner llre, 1886.) 


7 The Hon. Roden Noel has just issued a new book, entitled 
И Sentimental Journey through Literature," It is 


_ Kegan Paul and Со, 


published 


Father Ignatius, who has at different times in his career 

dremarkable spontaneous phenomena at his retreat, 

Swill hold services at the Westminster Town Hall on Sundays, 
Member 12th and 19th, at 11 and 7. 


“Glasgow Evening Citizen” says that some attention 
Пкеп drawn to the remarkable prophecy made by a native 
Tir here the crofter evictions have taken place—sixty 

Often during the sixty years has the story been 

өй that a body of red-coated soldiers, with swords and 
|= glancing in the sunshine, was seen in a vision passing 
sands of Trogh Baugh, and during that period the 

is still alive, clung to the belief that his vision would 


ire Е, 


MISS LIND-AF-HAGEBRY, 


Krom " Le Petit Provencal Oth nlt, we learn of 


of the 
the inauguration of the Sanatorium Beausoleil, at Carqueiranne, 
the country house so generously devoted to the reeeption of the 


Lind-af-Hageby 
performed by M, Justin 


ick and wounded soldiers in France, by Мі 
The ceremony of inauguration was 
Godart, the French Under-Secretary of State, who was accom. 
panied by а brilliant concourse of military, naval and civil 
dignitaries, Mise Lind (with her devoted assistants, Misses 
Delius, Logan, Beningfield, Clare Chichester and Scobell, to all 


of whom the journal refers) has spent some two months of 


arduons labour on preparing the house for its use as a sana 
torium, and M, Godart, in paying, in the name of the Vrench 
Republic, high tribute to her for her generosity and self-denying 
labours, said that the name of Lind had become synonymous 
with benefactress, They all gave her their grateful acknow- 
and addre 


ourse of her reply, M 


ledgment sed to her their homage and their admira 


tion, In the « Lind said 


When I 


the humanitarian ideal 


survey the horizon, 1 
of the 


see advancing the triumph of 
ntieth century, and L think 
with pride of the friends! ind England and of the 


nations allied with them aternity in the moral and ins 


tellectual realins 1 illuminates the sombre 


pec tacle of war 


LIGHT and its readers cordially associate themselves with 


the sentiments of М, Godart ; and the members and friends of 
the London Spiritualist Alliance will look forward with added 
interest to Miss 


the 1&th prox 


Lind's promised address at Suffolk-street on 


ANTIQUITIES DISCOVERED BY PSYCHIC AGENCY, 


Family 2 уврарет 


How telepathy, or writing, 
called, led to remarkable archeological discoveric 
bury Abbey wa described by Mr. Bligh Bond, F.R.LB.A., 
a lecture delivered by him on Nov 
Naturalists’ Socie Mr. Bond said that before obtaining 
official sanctio r t work of excavation at 


abbey it was necessary 


at Glaston- 


ember 9th, before the Cardiff 


systematic search am 
but these proved very disappointing 

It therefore occurred to Mr. Bond, as an 
for Psychical Research, that I 
able to mike y 
able to have th« 
“ automatism 
thing of that kind, but 
archwological tastes 


the Society 
use of telepa 
assistance 


4 prote 


Experiments in automatic writing wer e, and a 
result of the sitting f epistles and fragments pur- 
porting to be dictated by original inhabitants 


| number < 

f the abbey, 
some known, others unknown, were received. Whatever the 
source of these communications, Mr. Bond said the result was 
that the excavators were shown exactly wher begin their 
work, and such was their success that ап archeological Bishop 
exclaimed, " How on earth did you drop on the foundations 
with such accuracy ? Why, you haven't wasted а spadeful of 
earth!” 

Moreover, the intelligences, er whatever they were, advised 
the excavators to "dig deep" at a certain spot, and there 
they would find the remains of a chapel which they described. 
Shallow digging had already taken place there with no result ; 
but the “automatic” advice was followed, and the remains 


came to light exactly as they had been described ! 


Tux. name of Count Miyatovich has come into considerable 
prominence of late, as a result of his long and wide experience 
of Balkan politics and his personal acquaintance with some of 
the leading figures, past and present, upon the European stage. 
The address which, ая announced elsewhere, he has promised 
to deliver at the Snffolk-street Salon on Thursday next, the 
Lith inst., i8 therefore an event of unusual interest 


= m mere 


SE ae Шы. 


— 


l 


rt e li E EM. 
MÀ — HR аеннан ра а 


ب تح ج ———————— 


396 | 1% I G H Ж . : December 9, 1916 


OFFICE OF “LIGHT,” 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, 
LONDON, W.C 
SATURDAY, IDECEMBER Ẹru, 1916 


Light; 


A Journal of Psychical, Occult, and Mystical Research. 
Price TworkNCE WEEKLY, 


COMMUNICATIONS intended to be printed should be addressed to 
the Editor, Office of Liat, 110, St. Martin's-lane, London, W.C. 
Business communications should in all cases be addressed to Mr. 
F. W. South, Office of лент, to whom Cheques and Postal Orders 
should be made payable. 


Subscription Rates.—Lieut may be had free by post on the following 
terms —— Twelve months, 105. 10d. ; six months, 5s. 5d. Payments 
must be made in advance. To United States, 2dol. 70с. To France, 
Italy, Кс., 13 francs 86 centimes. 


Wholesale Agents: Messrs. Simpkin, Marshall, Hamilton, Kent and 
Co., Ltd., 31, Paternoster-row, London, E.C., and Lieut can be 
ordered through all Newsagents and Booksellers. 


APPLICATIONS by Members and Associates of the London Spirit- 
ualist Alliance, Ltd., for the loan of books from the Alliance 
Library should be addressed to the Librarian, Mr. B. D. Godfrey, 
Office of the Alliance, 110, St. Martin’s-iane, W.C. 


THE FORTUNE-TELLER. 
А SKETCH AND Some REFLECTIONS. 


The defendant, a small woman, with nothing very 
sinister about her face or figure—she was, indeed, a person- 
able little body, not over-young. and with more than a 
touch of the Norfh country in her appearance— stood in 
front of the dock as the prosecutióg lawyer unfolded the 
story of her offences. She had for years, it seems, carried 
on business as a ` clairvoyant” and ` palmist" in the 
upper part ог а building in a fashionable London thorough- 
fare, and, according to her accusers, had done very well out 
of her nefarious business. Acting on the instructions of 


the police, however, two x| ladies, accustomed to the 


work of securing evidence in the interests of justice, paid 


her a visit They were, we. are led to infer,,fashionably 


ind, although unrelated, posed as 


yectiny sybil. A 


attired for their mi 


aunt and niece on their visit t 


well-understood piece of prote 


> prudence prompted the 


fortune-teller to refuse to se« them together, so they were 


interviewed separately, each waiting outside the consulting 


room while the other received her reading 


of Fate. The lawyer, with severe ek 


hocus pocus of which the alleged palmistry сот 
“aunt” was described by the palmist as having a husband 
holding high rank in the Army or Navy (һе really follows 
& prosaic occupation in a London emporium), and many 
other utterly false statements were made to both the lady 
detectives The younger lady —the шесе having taken 
the precaution to remove her wedding ring, deceived the 
" palmist " into supposing her to be an unmarried lady with 
the usual ambitions, and was accordingly promised a 
wealthy and distinguished husband. It was all worthless 
rubbish, as the prosecuting counsel pointed out, adding the 
bitter remark that the fee was a guinea in each case; the 
ladies having been previously invited to declare whether 
they would have half-a-guinea's or а guinea's worth of this 
particular brand of merchandise, had plumped for the 
larger sum. 

In short, it was the same weary old tale. If the 
fortune-teller had been right in every statement as to past, 
present and future, it would still have been an offence 
against the law. But in this ense we are led to suppose 
that the palmist did not get anything right, even by 


& 


accident. 


lé seemed a hard case for the defending counsel to 


stand up against, even though under his wise advice the 


defendant had pleaded guilty; and | 


is task was simply to 
plead in mitigation of the offence He was man .of 
grave and reverend presence, his face and voice recallingin 
in odd way the profundity and eloquence of Mr. Micawber 
But it was Micawber matured and seasoned by long 
experience in the art and mystery ol the law. He was 
diplomatic, resourceful, kindly, astute and cynical by tums 
a master of fence. 

He admitted the ~ rubbish even Machiavelli could 
not have defended that—but he pleaded that- ıt was 
not inherently mischievous. The defendant had bem 
warned by the police some years before that she must no 
advertise her calling, and had obeyed the direction, restric 
ing the announcement on her door-plate to the mention d 
her name and hours of business; after which she might 
have felt that she had done all that was required. Opinions 
varied on the subject of palmistry some of them believed 
in it. Even the police themselves practised a form of itin 


the shape of the finger-prints taken for lentification 


criminals. (This was a hit Ww hicl was espec ially well Te 
ceived by the waiting constables, who rewarded it with 
approving smiles.) After all, no great harm was done. The 


went to Шеп 


people who visited these ` palmists " шеге!) 
for amusement. There was something not unattractive in 
watching the fortune-teller at work and seeing how many 
good shots she could make. He undertook on behalf of his 
client that her business should be closed, and that she 


would never repeat the offen: 


Such, in brief, was the 


the magistrate was not greatly mollit 


very severe on the subject, and imposed a substantial fing, 


remarking that a repetition of the def nt's conduct 


would entail a term of imprisonment 


I 


In these days of tribulation and bereavement one would 


not willingly be ha ny s 
whatever his or involve 
livelihood. Even teer 
igliest i і 
pity when ruined gras 
watched the case we еу t 
prosecuting coun nd sey 
professional t I І 


a woman геї 


with those having more money than 


than good sense. There re many 
abroad, and worse Ways OI disposing of s 1р ríluous casi 
nt 


jut the law must be obeyed, even when i 


a trifle indiscriminating an 


a very large phrase. It may include predi 


of a whole nation in war-time with results t 


prophet—usually a very 


purveyor of ` rubbish ly more costly than th 


West-End fortune-teller's guinea’s worth of bosh, which, as 
there are many to testify, is not always bosh. There is 
sometimes a streak of genuine power, even though it bè 


debased to low purposes. 

But what has the case of the "fortune-teller" to de 
with Spiritualism or Psychical Research ? Nothing what 
ever so far as we can perceive It has nothing in it whid 
relates it even remotely to scientific investigation o 
religious exp vience The fortune-tellers’ clients do not 
visit them to investigate the problem of a life beyond o 
to gain spiritual strength, enlightenment or consolation 
And the law, although it holds latent forces which might 
prohibit even these quite laudable aims, has shown uo 


disposition so far to set them in operation. It has 


hitherto distinguished, more or less clumsily, perhaps, 


Ет 
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wen the " fortune-telling " which predicts that life and 
Maricter here will determine infallibly a man 
or misery in the life to come, and that the following 
Se certain lines of conduct will have 
md the fortune-telling 
Î êh squalid inquiries as to when the Jife-partne 
0 we cient will die so that he or she may таг 
Ше other woman or шап. 
тееп the two kinds of ` fortune-telling They ar 
Mute easy to distinguish. Those, whether they are gifted 
genuine powers of mediumship and * psychic faculty 
r mot who are doing nothing better than pander to the de 
Enel tastes of fashionable idlers or shallow and ignorant 
ider-seekers will best study their own interest ten 
and eternal— by turning their 
fier form of work—there is plenty of it. If they 
prophesy let them at least be reasonably con 
in their statements if only in the interests of 
ШІшіпенв: То be sure, they will none the less offend 
inst Ше law, but they will do it with less « 
istie conscience. 


E. ofpietures, we should feel more sympathy witl 
Winter who broke the regulation with a fine pie 

Ж Шап with the bungler who, having to submit to lega 
penalties, had only a clumsy daub to show for hi 


happine 


certain result 


whic h І concerned chietly 


There i a wide difference 


ttention to some 


SiR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE AND SPIRITUALISM 
By Major-GENERAL SIR ALFRED E. Turner, K.C.B 


Dgreatly applaud the courage of my friend, Sir Art 
пап Doyle, in writing such an article as that contained 
Ше issue of Глснт for the 4th ult. А declarat 
000 гош a writer of his great ability, wide 
World, and well-known level-headedness, on 
Niente evidence for the continuity of 
interest and importance, especially at 

ii thousands have lost those near and dear to 
Mrocious war. Ав Sir Arthur says, people 
Smple alternative; either Spiritualism is a genuine 
= a revelation which alters the whole aspect of death and the 
Bé 9 man,” or else a number of otherwise sane pi I 

| been obsessed by lunacy. i 

шеп as Sir William Crookes, Sir Oliver Lodge 

Alfred Russel Wallace, Е. W. Н. Myers, ( 

‘Professor Richet, Flammarion, Stainton Moses, and many other 

aen Of high distinction in the intellectual world, few people, 
magne, could affirm the latter hypothesis. 
muy psychical experiences in my own life that I have for many 
years been absolutely convinced of the truth of all that Sir 

Aur Conan Doyle writes in his article. 

"May I say that I rather differ from Sir William Barrett in 

E statement that Spiritualism is not and never сап be a 

іші. Tome religion means faith, not sect, and the revelation 

Miorded by Spiritualism, when received in a reverent attitude, 

annot fail to make people better and wiser. It prepares them 

Же death, it takes away the terrors of mortality, and convinces 

m that passing over the border" is but one step on the 

d path of evolution which we must all tread, sooner or 
vslowly-or quickly, according to the life we have led on 

ih, until we come to higher planes and eventually approach 

Е presence of that omniscient and omnipotent Deity of 

om Bacon said, “Не alone hath no beginning." If this is 

f roligion L am unable to define it. 

] these remarks in no contentious spirit whatever, 


fing only from my own point of view and from actual ex- 
pe of the influence which Spiritualism has had оп my own 


1 


When we have the « 


r Wm. Barrett, 


are Lombroso, 


I have had so 


‘Tuesday afternoon meetings for clairvoyant descrip- 
d at the rooms of the Alliance in November were 
is usual, by many satisfactory and convincing tests. 

were Miss Florence Morse, Mrs. Clare ©. Hadley, 
проск, and Mr. A. Vout Peters. 
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SIR WILLIAM 
PSYCHICAL 


CROOKES AND 
PHENOMENA. 


We ai vuthor | print the ng statement 
from the veteran scientist nd former president of tl 
Royal Society :-- 

Responding I tat | 
objection to reaffirm my position on th ject 
of what are known as psychical phenomena, and 
to state once more, as I stated in my presidential 
address to the British Associatic 898, that 
in regard to the investigations first entered upon 

me wore than forty years ago, І adhere to my 
published statements and have nothing to re 

ract [раё I | t hit to considered it 
ne ry to con nyse I пот 

n ti I | h I 11 

ir I I late my te 
msel In my 101 
int ( W have 
then І Е і 
a Pe R l 
Í I ten h or I 
f Т ntir tl nd demon 
ti he possibilit I rtain cix tance 
omiminitaHórib bat па ах 
ү ( 
q Rt ) 


BOOK 


EGYPTIAN RELIGION AND THE 
DEAD. 


OF THE 


An Addr 1 Is 
f the London Spirit ening 
Nover > f 
British Artists, S КА ill, а 


Osiris. Т í ans he was 
God-M He 5 l as a king 
s | S He was 
en kil 1 5 у 1 by Se 
1. W | the st Isis sea 
B үү again, and 


we found him in the underworld entl 
of the Living and the Dead, and become the mediator be 
tween the Supreme Being and the human being. We found the 


Egyptians attaching the name Osiris to that of of thei 


great men after death. Thus they would speak « 
after death as Osiris-So-and-So, and after he had passed cer- 
tain tests in the underworld he became Osirified, one with the 
Glorious One who reigned in the heaven-world. 16 was easy, 
then, to see how this idea of a Divine Man who shared with 


the people a divine nature would lay hold of their affections, 


То many оѓ the people the sublime philosophical conception of 
Amen-Ra was toe great. The people needed something nearer 
to them, and so we found the cult of Osiris stretching back on 
the one hand to prehistorie times and, on the other, forward 
right up to the Christian Era. The cult of Osiris rose and died 
out, and the sublimer cult of Amen rose likewise and in course 
of time died out also. It was only the great scholars and the 
great thinkers who understood and followed those great and 
philosophical cults. > 

The ancient Egyptians as a people differed widely from the 
idea generally held of them. They were pictured as a gloomy 
raee much concerned with the idea of death, But the people 
of Egypt were а joyous people. Around every Egyptian 


Hi —! 
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z Ж This яи 

mes of і n t De x tir t 4 
Thoth) th Tibe the (ет T E ы Т! ( Т 
E сикрет W zd a wh таз. 5 Е 
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symbolism, 2 was tad, bearmeg ome æres Á meters: at one eyuration of the four.” and + 5 seer to be the інім 
tame ated ы ther aL au thee me of s barrer атаға t А А ос the S 
The cnanponstion of the Book of the Dead wus also слеті З ۴ 


A And here was shere the animar Есуреісс 


E = ме remuark- 

Ae. generally ғайлы be waa nena person mb i 5 = bert: Р 4 wallow” Be 
А. noviel of Фе мси eleme Ass comwrrmene be soald a E zi 

^4 E tate, m which he 

2 o tbe translate а weed juri. fieehamoal. W- knew bow Е a form « bis 

"^ P ж. ف‎ Pw 4. Е 1 EX 

аы zm soother langage sitan appeared to m tio e quit [ Osu: in Gee 


тамасын: So I ORE 
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goke of the swallow as if he were f 2 ta THE OPENING DOOR. 
E E and its fight; then it was no longer the sw Р xum. 
МЕБ and then it was no longer himself, but Isis sear , jy H A Dar 
Жк Germ. The chapter ended with ' rod of Light r ? гт раі га 
I Boe the hidden ways and g 
mme. I have overthrown mine ener 
lir rests in its trance." l 


ау “în the grave < 


Е 1= 56 famous chapter 64 we had ar 
Барите of the triumph which rewar 
xmwearid search. 
D Iam he who bursteth his bonds 
3 I bring to its fulness t 
фе Who cometh forth аз опе 
ing із the daylight wh 
over the deep waters 
Dfe and the glorious law 
the firmament, I raise 
me eye hath made, and I 


Suh was the triump! 

Бб бе the secret of а = 
Ше Ше on earth and the life 
ене suffering, he became 
Emanity. 

Tie mystic death or trance was 
Gewritings which deat with initia 
Gupestion which tian f 
Gites, and the victo 
mmed wil This si 


@rnesiness of this s 
Gare unto me the | 
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investigations and 
passed through the subject We were 
glad to notice that he cites the testimony of Mr. F. W. H 


taken рілсе кіпсе our author began hi 


ome forty yenrs ngo 
subject of records of hi 


Myers on the Swedenborg's 


spiritual experiences, as follows 


Speaking broadly, all this mass of matter, covering some 

hundreds of propositions, is in substantial accord with what 
pro} 

has been given through the most trustworthy sensitives since 


Swedenborg's time 


Swedenborg’s account of his experiences is, in fact, con 


firmed by Spiritualism, but not his conclusions from them, 
which are strongly coloured throughout by his theological 
prepossessions. Otherwise they could hardly have formed 
the groundwork of a creed 


LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE. 


A moeting of the Members and Associates of the Alliance 
will be held in the SALON or тив Rovar Socrery or BRITISH 


Antists, Suffolk-street, Pall Mall East, S.W. (near the 
National Gallery), on 
THURSDAY EVENING, JANUARY. 18th, 1917, 


When AN ADDRESS will be given by 
MISS LIND-AF-HAGEBY 


(Subject to be announced shortly). 


The doors will be opened at 7 o'clock, and the meeting will 
0 


commence punctually at 7 


Admission by ticket only. Two course tickets “аге sent at 
the beginning of the season to each Member, and one to each 
Associate. Other friends desiring to attend any of the lec- 
tures can obtain tickets by applying to Mr. F. W. South, 110, 
St. Martin's-lane, W.C., accompanying the application by a 
remittance of 1s. for each ticket 


MEETINGS AT 110, ST. W.C. 


Fon THE STUDY Ol 


MARTIN'S LANE, 
Рвүсніслі, PHENOMENA. 


OLAIRYOYANT Окаспіртіоха, — Tuesday nert, December 19th, 
Mr. J.J, Vango, at 3 p.m. No one will be admitted after 
that hour, (See notice below.) 


(No further meetings till the second week in January.) 


IMPORTANT NOTICE. Admission to the 
Séance ін strictly confined to Members 
for whom Members have the privilege of purchasing tickets at 
one shilling each, if application be made before the date of 
Each ticket must bear the name and address of the 


Tuosday 


and their personal friends, 


meeting 
person using it, und be signed by the Member through whom it 
is obtained, ‘To all other meetings visitors can be admitted on 


payment of ono shilling 


THE BRITISH COLLEGE OF PSYCHIC SCIENCE. 


As will bo 
issue this. much-debated institution has now come into being, 
with Bir William Crookes, O.M., F.R.S., ая President, Mr. A 
P, Sinnott, Vice-presidont, and Sir William Earnshaw Cooper 


soon from the advertisement elsewhere іп this 


as Chairman of tho Council, Mr. J. Hewat MeKehzie occupy 
ing the post of Resident Principal, Lt ia understood that 
support to the extent of between £6,000 and £7,000, by way 


of donations, subscriptions and guarantees, has been received, 
and that contracta are being made with mediums (both native 
nnd Amorioan) for the service of the Col 


ing of the members ін to be held early in the Now Yont 
% 


A genoral meet 


Lv the effect of Spiritualism is not to level up, it will level 
down. IL is “set for the fall and rising of many.” It may 
vain, it has raised, but if it in not used as а stepping-stone by 
which to riso (ол higher level, it will prove a " i 
ning." 
DALLA 


J stone of stum- 
From " Objections to Spiritualiom Answered," by H.A 


LIGHT. 
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MEDIUMSHIP AND PSYCHIC PHENOMENA 
IN THE UNITED STATES, 


In connection with the work of tho proposed British Collogo 
of Paychic Science Mr, J. Howat 
the United States 
report made by him to the Council of the College on the 16th 
ult., 


phonomonal side of Spiritualism : 


McKenzio recently visited 


The following notes, condensed from tho 


will have an interest for roaders interested іп the 


August 9th, 1016, by 
I arrived in America on the 19th, and not until October did I 
again seo England's shores, During these months I 
Now York, Philadelphia, Washington, Wheoling, Chicago, 
Rochester, Detroit, Toledo, Buffalo, Boston, and other cities. 
I carried out psychic 
visit tested fifty-eight 
demonstrated physical phenomena, 
direct voice, trumpet mediumship, psychic photography, psyohio 
I also had sittings 
demonstrators of clairvoyance, elairnudience and psy- 


Lonving Liverpool on ан, " Finland," 


visited 
daily, and during. the 


mostly 
materialisation, 


experiments 


prominent sensitive who 


uch ая 


slate writing, telekinesis. with a few of the 
best 
chometry. 

Тив Law AND PROFESSIONAL Рвуспи 


In somo of the cities visited, full liborty is granted to sonsi 
tives to pursue thoir calling unmolosted, and they are allowed 
a certain protection by licenses is ued by tho city authorifiós 
to approved practitioners. Such licenses are renewed annually, 
provided no complaint has been made ainst the licensee by 
This I found to be the practico in 

cities, such as New York, 

This has been necessary owing to 
the excessive abuse of mediumistie powers, by which individual 
investigators been led into all unfortunate 
speculations, both matrimonial and commercial 

Гат of opinion that the law dealing with psychics, as it 


ü 
members of the publie 

Washington, but in other 
regulations are very strict. 


polico 


have kinds of 


now stands in Great Britain, although requiring amendment, is 
not altogether a disadvantage, for if unrestricted liberty were 
othical 
as the 


law is a safo- 


granted to mediums to practise, irrespective of their 


worth, serious abuses might result, and until such time 
general public know more .of the ubject, the 
guard 

The British College of Psychic Science, which ha 
definitely decided upon, will, it is hoped, help 
law, and will not protect 


also the simple-minded public, by granting 


now been 
towards the 
amendment of the only honest 
mediumship, but 

certificates to such 


mediums, whose general character is reputable 


s nre qualified to practise as professional 


PsvouicAL PHENOMENA IN THE UNITED STATES 


It is that marvellous 
Spiritualistie phenomena common in the 
the middle of last century, and. for 
practically ceased, but my personal investigation 
conclusively that this is 
startling instances were provided, and I found all phases of 


many of the 
United State 


generally supposed 
about 
ome years afterwards, have 
have proved 
not so, for in every city І visited most 


supernormal phenomena being produced from day to day, Pro 


bably one hears less about them because the public mind has 
got more accustomed to these wonders, and also because of the 
absorption of the American public in the getting of the ilmighty 


dollar 
In comparing the quality of mediumship in America with 
truck by the great 


of physical 


Britain, one cannot but be 
American 


that in Great 


superiority of mediums in all form 


manifestation, though in the realm of clairvoyance, clairaud 
once and psyehometry tho best modiumship of England com 
pares very favourably with America. ‘The superiority of the 
former is, I believe, entirely due to the highly magnetic condi 


tion of the atmosphere throughout the State 
the depleted 


discarnate intelligences to draw magnetic 


, Which provides 
recuperative energy foi human organism, and 
enable energy more 
gonerou ly from their mediums without injury to their health 

While certain psychical researchers make laborious attempts 


to prove telepathy, and obtain second-rate proofs of the con 


tinnity of life beyond death, by means of unpaid and often i 


itating long and laborious experi 


ments with very mongre results, 1 
profound and startling facts by the use of professional men and 


developed mediums, nece 


have secured tho following 


women, Who while charging n good foo for thoir services, supply 


undeniable evidenve of survival; facts which throw complete 
into the shade the accumulated resulta of psychical research да 
carried out in Great Britain during the past thirty years, 


Pavenie SnarE-WnrrING Experiment 


Professor A ,of Los Angeles, gave mo a demonstration 
of what he could accomplish in payehic slate-writing Whon І 
mot him in Chicago during September, he was a total stranger 
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to mo, and I to him, and no knowledge of my immediate work 
or of any friends connected with mo, either colostial or torres 
trial, could have boon lournt by any normal means previous to 
our meeting, Но had been travelling for some days from 
California, and had just arrived for the first timo in his life in 
tho oity of Chicago, An appointment was arranged with him 
for tho following morning, in n 
proviously used, On the morning of the experiment, aftor a 
brief conversation, he invited mo to provide myself with two 
Mater from û largo stock which had just been unpacked, all of 
thom brand now, After carefully washing and drying them on 
both sides, I was asked to write a question, and tho 
name of an individual in tho spirit world whom 1 thought 
might be ablo to answor it, Но requested me to do 
this while lie remained оп the opposite side of the room, about 
twolve foot away, This 1 did, taking precautions that no 
knowledge of my quostion or of the name could be got by him, 
and then placed it in a sealed envelope, 1 then tied the two 
fates, which I had washed, together, and putting the sealed 
envelope on the upper surface of one of them, bound them all 
together with an elastic band, It must be noted that the 
Oxporiment was carried out in full daylight, and no pencil of 
any kind was placed between the slates, as is the common 
Practica in such experiments. As I held the slates in both 
hands, the medium stepped forward and touched them for a 
second, immediately retiring to а seat at the opposite f ide of 
thé room, where he sat writing upon a slate of large dimensions 
Theld the slates for about five minutes, then heard a distinet 
ротар, which seemed to proceed from within them. Pro 
fossor A heard it also, and requested me to open the 
slates immediately and see if any writing had been obtained 
Upon removing the elastic band and putting the sealed 
envelope. in my pocket, I found on opening the slates a mass 
of fino writing, in various styles of caligraphy, containing 
Mossages addressed to me by persons who had passed through 
the Change called death, and whose signatures 1 recognised as 
MII in style to those used by them when on earth Alto 
Kathor there were three communications in the form of private 
letters, Most of the names contained Christian name and 
Mmame complete, and were correctly given. My deceased 
futhor, grandfather, mother-in-law, two deceased relatives, 
three docensed friends and three other names known to me 
Were also given. In the corner of one of the slates 
of a lily in three colours was nently drawn. 

The value of this experiment can be appreciated when 1 
emphatienlly state that I was in a porfectly normal state during 
tlie experiment, and at no time did the slates for à mement 
leave my possession from the time I had washed and dried 
tiom till the time T opened them and found the writing within, 
the period in time only covering five or six minutes, These 
letters purporting to сото from deceased friends and relatives, 
ns I beliovo they did, were distinct and clear in the writing, and 
Word in no way disconnected in sense, They supplied me with 
Valuable information and detailed directions and advice upon 
privato matters known only to myself, 


room which he had never 


n picture 


WxPERIMENTS IN Рвүсніс PHOTOGRAPHY, 


T carried out experiments in psychic photography іп Wash- 
ington and Rochester, many of them under strictly test condi- 
tions, and altogether nearly two hundred spirit forms appeared 
upon the plates, a number of these being distinctly recognisable 
us deceased friends and relatives. Thoso friends were previously 
asked in private to endeavour to appear on the platos, and in 
Many casos successful pictures were obtained. Іп the case of 
tost sittings, the plates wore purchased by me from a general 
photographie store, carried in my pocket, opened in the dark 
Toon, and placed by my own hands in the dark slides and 
figned before closing them, handed to the photographer after 
inspecting the camera, and returned by him to mo immediately 
Шоу had boon exposed, taken by my own hands into the dark 
room and thoro developed by myself, so that no possibility of 
а could account for the result secured, 

Several well-known public men have appeared on these 
plates, some of whom, while in earth life, wore known to me, in 
addition to relatives and friends who could not possibly have 
heen known to the photographer, 


EXPERIMENTAL MATERIALIBATION, 


T conducted two sittings with Madamo С , an excellent 
modium, whose gifts include psycho-plastic matorialisation, 
> Paycho-plastic transfiguration, and impersonation, Many of 

forms took thoir гіне immediately at my feet and at n dis- 
tanco of about oighteon foot from the medium,and were gradually 

Hult up from the floor level, as if rising upwards through tho 
floor, Something like a little white cotton wool would first 
im represonting the crown of the head, then slowly over a 
0 of time of about thirty seconds the hoad would gradually 
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bo shown, then the bust, then the whole body and limbs, the 
entire form boing clothed in à mass of white gauze-like drapery 
‘These forms were produeed in а good light—a light sufficient 
The forms while 
appearing were peculiarly ethorial, until the whole figure was 
complete, when it appeared immediately to solidify, so that, 
when опо placed his hands upon it, it seemed to all intents and 
purposes exactly similar to that of the medium, while at other 
times it was totally different, both in height and girth and facial 
formation, Sometimes these forms would speak, and present 
themselves as relatives and friends, but they were often very 
different from the appearance by which I had known them while 
on earth The forma 
taneously, while 


to road the lotterpross of an ordinary book, 


sometimes collapsed almost instan- 
peaking 

I also made experiments with several eminent trumpet 
mediums, and found them able to give cloar evidence of the 


continuity of life beyond death 


All these whom I have mentioned are well qualified to pro 
vide first-class evidence of survival to every reasonab 
investigator wlio is prepared to give some time and attenti 
to the study of good character, ar 
have behind them many years of excellent; publie work in t 
States, and are able to meet the 
manner, 

With the assistance of such helpers the new College will be 
the first society in England to gather under its roof a really 
competent body of demonstrators of psychic phenomena, which 
it is quite necessary the public should have at this time, for 
consolation in its hour of grief, and to break down the 
materialism fostered both by science and the Church, This 
will not be the end of the work of the College by any means, 
but will provide the necessary foundation on which a true 
understanding of life here and hereafter may be built, and 
men and women be taught to appreciate and wisely use their 
finer faculties to the enrichment of individual and national life, 


They are all persons 


blie in a satisfactory 


For further information regarding the British College of 


Psyc hie Science see previous page and advt. columns 


RATION AGO, 


(From "Liaur" оғ Dgcgwngn 15тн, 1880.) 


Lady John Manners has written, in the “Nineteenth 


Century " for December, tho*history of “ Ma sago,” а process 


akin to shampooing, and used of late with wonderful suecess 
Hombur 


where. ‘The process is clearly and concisely sot forth by the 


as a curative operation at r, Amsterdam, and elso- 


authoross. 


Тин Lare Proressor Burneror.—At one of the last 
mootings of the Society of Natural Science at Berlin, when 
Professor Polek, in his address, 


of the Russian chemist Butlerof, and expressed a hope that they 


spoke of the latest labours 


would be long continued, the greater number of those present 
were ignorant of the fact that Butlerof had ceased to live. . , 
Shortly before his death he devoted himself to the study of 
photographs representing transcendental manifestations, and 
Was present among others at the séance at which Mr, Eglinton 
was photographed as medium, while above his head a hand 
was seen, ‘This experiment was n poculiarly interesting one, 
because it fulfilled the condition exacted by Ed. von Hartmann 
for a gonuine spirit photograph, namely, that the medium and 
On tho other 
side, his labours in chemistry avo of high value, for he first 


Apparition should appear together on the plate, 


established the fact of the gront number of bodies whose 
existonce is of great importance to various theories, because 
tho proof that these bodies really exist supports hypotheses 
Which were much disputed in his time, but are now universally 


acknowledged 


"LIGHT" "TRIAL" SUBSCRIPTION. 

As an inducement to new and casual renders to become 
subseribers, Тлант will be sent for thirteen weeks, post free, 
for 2s, Gd., as a " trial” subscription, It is suggested that regular 
readors who have friends to whom they would like to introduce 
tho paper should avail thomselves of this offer, and forward to 
the Manager of LiamT at this office the names and addresses 
of such friends, upon receipt of which, together with the 
requisite postal order, he will be pleased to send Lion to them 
hy post as stated above. 
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In Тлапт of the 2nd inst. (p. 389) appeared a reference 
~ Spectator " of the 18th ult., entitled 
A Fable for Psychical Investigators." It showed so 


to an article in the 
intelligent an appreciation of the difficulties which beset 


spirit communication —ditticulties too frequently under- 


estimated —and was, moreover, so significant of the change 
of attitude towards the subject in the Press, that we may 
usefully return to it. 

The writer of the article, ~ Ignotus," takes as his parable 
tlie story of a young man who has left home on an exploring 
expedition into the heart of the Andes, an expedition so 
dangerous that his family have almost given up hope of 
ever hearing from him again. The youth, however, 
survives the ordeal, and on arriving at the capital of 
Bolivia finds that an American inventor has just perfected 
telephony, but a 


ong-distance wireles 


n new system of | 
system so complex that, as it is alleged, it can only be 
worked by the inventor's two experts, one at La Paz, the 
other in London. To get a communication through, the 
would-be telephoner must visit the wireless expert and 
give him the message and he in turn must give it to the 
wireless expert in London. ‘The wireless expert in London 
must then pass it on to the family, represented by the 
young man father who attends the office to hear the 
message 

Such simple messages as ‘Tell my father I am here, 
safe and well,” would perhaps not be very difficult to get 
through. But we are to suppose that the father, who has 
been summoned to the wireless office in London, is sus 
picious of the invention, having heard of people who have 
been grossly deceived, and robbed of money and happiness 
through impostors working an alleged invention of this 
kind, Naturally in such circumstances he would approach 
the matter divided between anxiety to hear from his son 
and fear of being deceived, and he demands something 
Which shall have evidential value. Then the difficulty of 
this system of communication becomes apparent 

Tho father demanding proof has to convey his inquiries 
through the minds of the two operators, aud has to switch the 
Interview off on to identification line But unfortunately 
those oporators are not able to make their own minds act auto- 
*amatically and like a machine, Neither can entirely resist the 
temptation to help out and improve the communication —to 


make short cute, as they would say They cannot help their 
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own minds interpreting the expressions of the man on the 
Be this as it may, there is no other way but to set 
going the memories of the father and of the 
establish the identity of the traveller, And a bewildering 
business it is. " Can you tell me something which is not at the 
moment known to me, but which is known to other people, in 
order that I ean verify it ? 
talking and not an impostor.” 


other side. 


son in order to 


This will show it is my son who is 


We need not follow ` Ignotus" in his recital of all the diffi 
culties and misunderstandings which he imagines as follow 
ing on the attempt to gain proof of the son’s identity. Most 
of the serious investigators into the subject of spirit 


identity will have had practical experience of them. Cer 


tainly all of us can appreciate the good sense which leads 
" Ignotus" to remark how, if the son chanced to have had 
some wonderful adventures and discovered peoples and 
things hitherto unknown to the rest of the world, his 
description might seem doubtful and suspicious to the 
father : 

Yet surely these unsatisfactory circumstances should not 
make a wise man say in a pet that he refuses to isten to any 
more messages. Rather it should make a reasonable person 
say that we must not expect perfection all in a moment from 
the Andean wireless system, or look to a half developed in- 
vention for a limpid stream of exposition concerning tlie 
wonders of a newly discovered world. 


The sagacity of ` Ignotus " is highly praiseworthy. We 
need hardly follow him further in his excellent article, 
which concludes by applying his fable to the story related 
in Sir Oliver Lodge's " Raymond ; or Life and Death," 

For the present it is suflicient to say that admirable as 
the little allegory is it has but a general application to the 
question of spirit-intercourse and spirit identity. In 
quirers, so far as we have observed, may be div ided roughly 
into three classes: (a) those who obtain full and abundant 
proofs without any apparent difficulty, and who seem to 
speak with those оп the other side" almost as though 
they were face to face; (5) those whose communications 
from beyond are nearly always vague, fitful and incoherent 
ply nothing at all, or who, when they 
receive some fragment, discard it as worthless 


(г) those who get sim 


Again, 16 is not, as in Ignotus parable, always the 


fault of the wireless experts "—that is to say, the mediums 
It may be the 
We know 


how grossly the mind of a person who is committed to a 


that messages are muddled and distorted 


recipients of the messages who are to blame. 


certain view of a matter will pervert the plainest tale in order 
to establish some idea in his own mind, A judge who is 
convinced of the guilt of a prisoner may find in the most 
innocent statements regarding the accused damning evi 
dence of the guilt concerning which he has made up his 
mind beforehand. А person who is obstinately resolved on 
the doctrine of devils” finds plenty of material in spirit 
intercourse. If the communicator is gay, why, that is dis 
tinctly the levity of Mephistopheles; if serious, then it is 
clearly a Satanic device to mislead; and if Scripture is 
quoted, that is proof positive, for (һе Devil can quote 
Scripture, &c.," and if the communications are wonderful 
in the sense of giving evidences beyond (suppose 1) human 
possibilities, here again is indication of demon agency, for 
by some the Devil is credited with powers which are (by 
implication) denied to the Deity. 

Let us seize firmly the fact that we are dealing with 
human factors on both sides of the way, and that to err is 
human. The matter in essence is simple enough, as all 
essentials invariably are. Few of us understand the 
telegraph or the telephone, for instance, but the human 
and natural side of the process is apparent to the merest 
child Somebody speaks to somebody else And that is 


the only really important part of the business 
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SPIRITUALISM: A RELIGION OR A 
SUPER-RELIGION ? 


------ 


Ву E. WAKE Cook, 


% MayT supplement the excellent article by Mr. Henry Fox 
wil fow suggestions? Religion is a bundle of paradoxes, 
‘whding heaven and hell in its scope; it has been hitherto a 
Bitte ofboth. It is the great intensifier, it raises all passions, 
Ki bad, to incandescence. It has inspired the most 
КИШ things in man’s history, and it has prompted the 
WÎ crimes. We have but to think of its wars, its 
“ruthless persecutions, its Inquisition with its holocausts, 
ШІ the noble army of martyrs, the pioneers of pro- 
es) who have suffered at its hands. It is a firm 
‘iter, and it is a .disintegrator, a divider of fami- 
ік as Christ said, and it sets people by the ears. It 
E the highest flight of human thought in the conception 
ta God of Love; and it reaches its lowest depths in the Jewish 
Ton Of a vaster Kaiser, who out-Huns the Huns in 
HESS, who condemns his own children to eternal 
iments for disobedience. So while the word “ religion” is 
WEES, holiest and dearest to the simple believer, to the 
Î of religion it carries connotations of which it should be 
E it is applied to the sublime philosophy of Spiritualism. 
ive аге to adopt it we should boldly claim ours as the Super- 
Поп! 

The most useful definition of religion I have yet met із, “А 

ory of the universe—or existence 

Jot Worship founded thereon.” This describes all systems 
РУП the term “religion” has hitherto been applied. We 
lithe theory and the ethics, but we have no organised wor- 
Î We are too large in our views to be a sect; our work is 
Wpemeate, broaden and elevate the thought of the time, 
Î Шап to organise a Church, as it is just these priestly 
Mynisations, each fighting for its own narrow interests, which 
Mie wrought the mischief, and have cast slurs on what should 

tle greatest, most sacred, the sweetest and best-loved word 
Hour language—religion. 

Spiritualism is a unique blend of science, philosophy, and 
Migion—or the higher spirit of religion. 
таға term to represent our teaching. 

" would best describe it. 
his, Hudson ‘Tuttle, and others—are entirely 

Mille and philosophical. Without the more 
Miminous works, the whole thing has been admirably summed 

(ші condensed by Mr. W. Н. Evans, in his little book, 

Spiritualism, а Philosophy of Life." This book stands in the 

and file of our literature, yet if it stood alone what a 

dor we should have thought it! In its height, its breadth, 

Mdepth of insight, its utter sanity 

i mirpasses anything that can be 
on of any other system. 

Ги congratulate Sir Conan Doyle on his fine courage 
in speaking out 80 plainly in favour of our claims, and we must 
МШ) congratulate ourselves. Sir Conan Doyle's support will 
Gay more weight with many people than even the distin- 
П scientists with whom he now stands inline, As the 
rot Sherlock Holmes, his intellect stands for the acme of 

and for inferential reasoning—for the whole detective 

1 80 he is the last man to be fooled by shams, and his 
in Ligur have shown that robust common sense 


gives added value to acuteness. 


and a system of morals 


So " religion " is too 

“ A religious philo- 
Our greatest writers—A. J. 
almost 


going to 


and sweet reasonableness, 
shown by any such brief 


” 


Тин Парола Ілгк.-Нахуо you a loved one at the front ? 
Pot him as one " waxed valiant in fight " for God Almighty, 


С whose real life is “hid with Christ іп God.” Pray, 
Tove, fulfil Thy highest thought in him. He has offered 
his human life in this world-wide battle against 
‘and selfishness.” Thon, mentally, retreat from the 
into the centre, remember there is no death. 
one whom you love, and long to see again, is 
i the unending lifo and the noble cause for which 
has been sacrificed, and the absolute certainty that 
him again.—" The Power of Faith,” by 

V ILBERFORCE., 


ETGH T 
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“OUR DUTY TO 


` GHOSTS.” 


By THE AUTHOR or “Rays OF THE DAWN." 


The article by D. К. іп Ілент for November 18th requires 
some attention lest it should open the way for others written 
in the same spirit, It is decidedly discouraging to earnest 
Spiritualists, who perforce have often to be pioneers into 
realms beyond the ken of the man in the street, to have their 
attempts to describe what they have seen and felt on these 
planes treated with ironical contempt and patronage such as 
D. R. has poured on Mrs. A. Gibson for daring to give even a 
sketch of her work to the editor. Such treatment of one of the 
most earnest and experienced of our members by a fellow- 
member should surely be ruled out of court. Such a spirit, if 
encouraged, would soon extinguish any contributions to LIGHT 
of those new "things" 
both 

have a incredulous if 
that but 
Gibson outlines should receive our sympathetic attention, 
and we should desire to hear more about it lest, with all 
our psychic penetration, we should find we had been oblivious 


travel 
We may be critical 


which our friends who 
relate to us. 
right to be 


way 


between worlds 
and 


not 


we we have 


passed ourselves, such work as Mrs. 


of some very needy souls " within our gates." Spiritualism 


“As 


versd; so we ought to realise that 


has taught us to accept the philosopher's axiom of life, 
above, so below," and vice 
“to be bound in affliction and iron, to sit in darkness and the 
shadow of death” may be as reasonably postulated of souls in the 
world beyond death as of those in our prison-houses of earth. 
Can we not conceive that if, as D. Б. describes, these apparently 
God-forsaken souls were first helped to a better state of things 
by the one or two who cared and heard their misery—the John 


Howards 


imprisoned on the astral plane in the grip of their passions or 


and Elizabeth Frys of earth—so some may be 
absorbed in their work when they were passing over, until some 
one on earth, discerning their need, and not willing to pass 
them by, points to a way of escape, Probably we shall all 
agree that whatever there is of purgatory on the other side, it 
is that which the soul has woven for itself on earth, but there is 
sure to come a time, whether longer or shorter, when that soul, 
having worked through that experience, is ready for a change 
and will gladly accept any help offered by a human light-bearer 
on earth which it may see or hear. 
We know how it required an abeth Fry to relate the 
facts of the prison life to a respectful House of Commons before 
they could be convinced that such a state of things existed in 
this so-called Christian kingdom, and having myself had the 
privilege of seeing some of Mrs. Gibson's work, having read 
her careful records and seen how she has suffered for others 
in temporarily taking on their conditions in the name of 
Christ, I Elizabeth 
Fry to the prisoners in the unseen world, Her one desireis to 


regard her аз essentially a second 
tell us that some of us may help in this work ; and I regret that 
she should have received such a verbal " ragging " in the house 
of her friends, I confess I think Mrs. Gibson to have been per- 
haps a little premature and rash to share even a brief outline 
of her experienees with a world which does not yet realise that 
these are the days when the promise is to be fulfilled of the 
outpouring of the Spirit on all flesh, an epoch which is to show 
us greater things than in the days of the Incarnation, and 
which is going to make us fellow-workers with God by means of 
spiritual gifts, of which the “discerning of spirits " is to be one. 

D. R. seems to imply that prayer is the only legitimate or 
Yes, 


life-line to connect them with higher shores ; 


possible way of helping these if. there is no other 
Mrs. Gibson has 
tried to tell us that there is, and that we can use it, while we 
pray. Prayer certainly may avail to stir and quicken a 
sleeping soul, but it is also the source of power to those who 
use it, and can make them do mighty acts as the instrument of 
a God who wills that not one sheep should perish. When such 
an instrument is found in a man or woman, whether in or out 
of the body, it can lead the soul to the band of spirits in 
attendance on every human worker, who are waiting to lead 


the prisoner out and away from his old haunts. 
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One certainly is inclined, with D. R., to say; " Surely these THE SPI RITUA LIST EDI ICATION 
could do this work without the human agent.” Perhaps a COUNCIL. 


ew of us from the Unseen 


quotation from one who spoke to 


about our ability to assist these prisoners of hope, may help to On the 18th ult. delegates from various London Spirilus 
explain the need of this human element “Again and ain societies and a number of private individuals met in conf 
we bring earthbound friends to listen to what you say on earth at the London Spiritual Mission, 13, Pembridge place, Bay 
and they receive help and comfort." “Do you mean," I asked, water, London, W., to consider whether some immediate 4 
“to say that you in your world listen to what we say ?" , The could be made to improve the educational facilities and r 
following was the. reply the platform status of the Spiritualist movement, which U 


present is quite unable to meet the demands of it 


number who have become able to 
minister through anoth ism. Butit is only safe to act 
if you are protected by pr: or you would be simply throw- 
ism open to lower spirits who want to make use wishing to associate thems 


Yes, 1 am one of 


popularity, with results detrimental to the cause a 


The Conference felt that some system of education for the 


ves with the Spirit 


ing your orga 
of you; but prayer protects you, and there are those who is specially required, and it was unanimou 
you on earth we able to help 


d would be a 


»ed help here, : hrougl : 
need help here, and throug most efficient me 


them to find it. As you throw open your door jspitably to 5 Ў 
= - = - Б> , with a qualified staff of experimenter 
friends in the body, so you may throw open the jr of your : a 3 : 
| spirit to those wl » able your MUSAE students to attend k 
human work reaches l ical body. sary, reside there di 11 the 
You who s 1 life, with as this end is, it was rea y 
i its tides « tsam and morey woul i € eme 
s which, that such an effort should be n ( 


ment throughont the country 


There is a 


better 


kn 


s to let you 


how life on earth, 
ly, is е I 


1, leaders, are essential 


The veils between seen and unseen wor! 


down, and they will be so con H 
that it will be immaterial on 
when the Se ic sat 
are more prepared to learn fr 
book re rds % speak 1 : 
~ at t tos F oti abourers w are ent 
work the astra une that those fields are as white unt 
arvest as are t г s art 
i THE SPIRIT OF SUCCESS. 
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GOLDEN HARPS. 


AFTER. THE RAIN, 
Tug Music or THE HgAvENLY Womtrp 


Ti CRIPT ynom МАЛ 


By E. E. Campion 
About even the most sacred things it is possible 
iy. We do not always live in the temple 
place, and there is the joyous playground. The man 
Beanctimonious is not a saint. The saint is filled with 
pine most saintly being the writer knew was a presenci 
whom radiated joy. The saint can listen to 
Шу and laugh. A very old man, not a 
med by the district visitor that “іп that day " there would 
imiling and gnashing of teeth, replied, " Let 'em gnash ‘em а 
mm: L ain't got none to gnash.” And a critic of the 
mot Heaven said they would not suit him because he did 
Ше harp music. These are instances of deep truth т 
fed at, but looked at quaintly and literally 
Tak the golden harps of Heaven are in danger of b 
idered as nothing compellingly attractive They are 
iducement than the fruit garden promised to the Mal 
fh Arab who lives in a desert where fruit 
moe about harps is indifference about 
continue once it is realised what the 
is the significance of heavenly musi: 
Шеге is music in Heaven and mu 
К 5 а mode of what Swedenborg 
ret melody of the blackbird, the su 
Malt, the tremulous cantabile of fiddles 
Е eric vibrations modulated by t 
Soul finds an expression in mu 
Ша and more appealing than by any 
soul speaks to soul. The tired work: 
Шау with ealenlations, literary work, 
The manager of a large busine 
by the jostle of a thousand details 
"J Acheery word from those at 1 
ей come the worries of the 
her play, that frail little girl with t 
at the piano and set the strings 
sal. A feeling of peace 
Ші уйып, the thought-form: 
Gre soul of a Chopin or a Me 
tim or joyous beauty the clo 
m that it makes people 
formed from experience 
Mon goes on in the mind 
lere are distinctly mns 
ideas arising from 
surroundings. The 
for thatis what they ar 
Sartain effect and а 
of the mind 
the sort oí pleasure 
gto Elgars “ Form] 
Мери. Such mus 
% белсе at the nigh 
%4 music depends on 
j 5 meh за upon the 
domm is to exialarate by 


to speal 
There i 4 


innocen 


iunt, who 


rolden 


not 


РЕОРНРА 


The attention o 


Yo the compass oí musical piens thease res in- 10 eo to tho v 
M thee ware hari ite legitimare €We of c : fato had travel 
м the beautiful phantoms A xeva "еі memories way sod th 
LIP xt go. m meaning; they are the speed 
Mc dm Же felines, the very arzu A 


A angele Sack 


А AP теа ы the streets hae te 
ч Malami with eat, mii love, the very force већ vens nura csl 
И бө өрем, жәйі which makes Heaven ot of an neidentaliv turned the іледі 


— esses Swart Marve 
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“METAPHYSICS AND MOONSHINE.” 


By Е, С, CONSTABLE 


'N.G. 8 htfully—even under moon 
shine !—any subject he takes 
him. Indeed, what I now point out 


explanation that 


illumines so del 
up that one must hesitat« 
before opposing AS error 


on his part may have some 


escapes mo, He says 


By no possibility could a community exist where every 
individual created his own surroundings 
are objectively real to him 


I read this three times before I could believe it was written 


What are the facts of our human existence 


by "М. а, S." 
except 


Why, every bit of our human experience is illusory 
love, truth, beauty and duty, things which, of course, are of no 
importance because they are not material 

There is one universe and one only, generally termed the 
assume “N, G. S." admits this But 
thing? As a different 
ree to differ." A 


objective universe. I 


how does each one of us regard this 
Even twins and lovers at times 


thing! 
lollipop is a thing of joy to a healthy child, a thing of horror 
a beautiful landscape or glorious music de- 


gr 


to the dyspeptie ; 
lights one, bores another; even for the man of common-sense 
one man’s meat is another man’s poison. In fine there were 
who looked on the same one 


never even fo human beings 


universe as the same thing. 

As human beings, every one of us creates his own surround- 
ings, and they are always objectively real to the creator. Еуеп 
dreams are objectively real to the dreamer. “N, G. S," for 
example, will think my view illusory because to him it is false 
to truth, while I must continue to think his view-—if it be his 


illusory. 
We cannot think the universe or the objects in it; we can 


only think about the universe and its objects, When we say 


wo think an object, we are really thinking its likenesses to and 


unlikenesses from other objects, Any one man is unlike his 


fellows because his ideas about 
We have no human experience of the 


the one objective universe 


differ from theirs, 


one universe; we have human experience only of our differing 


(illusory ?) ideas about it. Perhaps it is because Raymond 


Lodge knows now that we live in a fool's paradise that he 
indulges in laughter. 

Space and ignorance prevent me from entering on Sweden- 
borg's philosophy. But has “N. G. S." never had that mystic 
exper nce where he himself 18 every here іп consciousness and 
yot with power to determine his self-consciousness in place? 1 
believe some have. If he has not had such experience, and 
therefore holds such experience “illusory,” he must moet forget 
that those who have had it are justified in holding his experi- 
опсо (P) of the reality of matter as equally " illusory,” 


RECURRING NUMBERS. 

E. L. Е, of Guernsey, writes : 

I notice in а number of Ілонт, dated May 13th, 1916, an 
account of a curious recurrence of numbers in the career of 
Mr. Rundle. I know nothing of tho" science of numbers," but the 
following almost haunting recurrence of the numbers seven and 
nine in the lives of myself and my eldest son may be of interest 
to your readers I was born on tho 27th day of the seventh 
month (July) of the year 1872. Noto К 
My first Christian name contains seven 
қ Му original surname also соп- 


| 074080 


1872 * ІН, twice 0 
letters, my second nine lettors 
; My oldost son was born on the 27th day of 
s Iwas twenty-seven years old when he 
chosen quite without 


tains nine letters 
August, 1809, all nines 
was born. His first Christian name 
intention and merely because it was an old family name 
totals seven letters—the letters in all his names total 34, 
8+4=7. 

The numbers pursue us. He went to Osborne, and his 
number there was 27, 2 +7 =0. If either of us stays at a 
hotel or house where the rooms are numbered we clmost in- 
variably find ourselves allotted 7 or 0 

Finally, during the war his first ship had in ita namo exactly 
seven letters, The said ship was torpedoed and sunk in the 
Dardanelles at 1.37 on the night of the 12th-18th Мау, 1915 
Note the combined dates, 12 + 13 7 7, Ho was saved in а 
most miraculous fashion by a boat from a ship whose full naval 
designation totals nine letters, vis, H.M.S. “Nelson.” He was 
at time in his 10th year, 1 + 6 = 7, 


ЕТТ. 


which, though illusory, 
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SIDELIGHTS. 


“А Rift in the Veil" is the title of a song written and 
composed by the veteran medium, Mr, Cecil Husk, copies of 
which ean be obtained at 2s. each from Mr Etta Duffus, 
Penniwells, Elstree, Herts The mu is melodious, and tho 
words breathe the true spirit of confidence in the survival of 

|l. The whole proceeds of 


memory and affection beyond the v« 


the sale will go to Mrs, Duffus’ Fund for the support of Мг, 
Husk, who, as our readers are aware, has beer onfined to his 
bed for nearly three yeat 


3 in France, testi. 


A young soldier, well known to us, who i 
V. Poters in 


to the fact that, when calling upon Mr. A 


hes 
London some twelve months », that medium informed him 
that he would be sent to France, but, said the medium, "I do 
not see you doing much fighting in the ordinary way. І see 
Y The soldier thought very little 


you drawing maps and plans.” 

of this at the time—it seemed 
went to France and after a few weeks in the 
spoke to him “Т understand,” he said, " that you are a snr- 
veyor by profession," °“ Yes,” was the reply. ^" Then," said 
the officer, " we want you in the Survey Company." But it was 
not until some days later, when the soldier was engaged in the 
1s for military purposes, that he recalled Mr, 


extremely unlikely, But he 
» trenches an officer 


work of making pl: 
Peters’ description, and wrote informing us of its fulfilment 


The December number of the ' Occult Review” devotes 


' Notes of the Month” to a critical examination of 


most of the ' 
The book is regarded as a 


Sir Oliver Lodge's " Raymond." 
study and record of a particular case, which, while it has an 


exceptional evidential value for the author and offers some 


striking incidents, does not go beyond the testimony for survival 
already published. In an article on “ Phantoms of the Desert,” 
by Ethel €. Hargrove, F.R.G.S., there is an interesting refer- 
ence to phantom music, Sir Harry Johnstone is said to hava 
heard the whole of a Pentecostal service enacted when he was 
living ata country house on the site of a medieval chapel, and 


Archdeacon Wilberforce once told the authoress “ that un- 


accountable music was of frequent occurrence ata country seat 
Miss Edith K. Harper writes on 


belonging to his own family.” 
' and Bart Kennedy has a 


" Psychical Investigation in France,’ 
thoughtful paper on " Fate." 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


The Editor ts not responsible for the opinions expressed by corrt- 


In every case the letter must be accompanied by the writers 
name and address, not necessarily for publication, but as а 


guarantee of good faith. 


* Our Duty to Ghosts.” 


Sin, —With reference to D. R.'s cheap mockery on the above 
subject, about which he apparently knows nothing—if he would 
like to do a duty to even one ghost, he might spend a little 
time and money by taking a good clairvoyant with him (as he 
evidently is not gifted that way himself) and go to any of our 
old churches in London with the object stated. He would then 


be in a better position to judge how far our duty lies toward the 
astral as well as the material world 

My letter was sent out as an appeal to Christian Spirit 

let 


ualista, many of whom work hard in this cause of rescué 


me add on both planes. I wished to hear of other workers will- 

ing to join me. My sincere good wishes go to Mr. E. Meads in 

his "romantie work of imaginary good. deed Yours, Åc, 
(Mns.) A. GinsoN 


Хотніхо in art сап be beautiful unless it is an expression 


of reality, КЕввсса West 
Tur great renunciation is to surrender things which matter 
nothing in order that we may possess everythin A. E. Warre 


David Wilson writes: "I 


Tus Psvonie Tevecraru.— Mr 
have received the numbers 4621 (many 231, 


421 : 112. It would be interesting to know who is sending 


these,” 

Ovn anbtlest analysis of schools and 
essential truth unless it be lit up by the love that sees in all 
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110, ST. MARTIN'S BANE, Ұ.С. 
Seances ХЦ be held until January, 1917. 


and Office of LIGHT will be 
December 22nd, to 
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Ny Meetings or $ 


Library of the L.S.A. 
dosed from Friday night, 
Wednesday, December 
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Subscription to December 31st, 1917, 
EMBERS, One Guinea. ASSOCIATES, Half-a-Guinea. 


For further particulars see page 410. 


I MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, Ltd., 


Wil ld SUNDAY EVENING MEETINGS at 6.30 o'clock at 
STEINWAY HALL, LOWER SEYMOUR 
STREET, W. 
(Just off Oxford-svreet, close to Portman Square). 
SUNDAY EVENING NEXT, 


December 24th. —NO MEETING. 


December $ist— Mr. Horace Leaf, Address and Clairvoyance. 
mision Free. Collection. Inquirers cordially invited. Doors open 
Tat 6 p.m. No admission after 6.40 p.m. 


q CENTRE OF LIGHT AND TRUTH 
(Church of Higher Mysticism). 
The London Academy of Musie, 

22, Princes Street, Cavendish Square, W 
Wx SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24тн. XMAS SERVICES. 
Moming 11.15 — ... .. MRS. FatECLOUGH SMITH. 
Tispirtional address, “ Christmas Message from the Spirit World.’ 
| , 6.50 x e Mns. FargcroucH SMITH. 
E. сев», . “The Re deeming Power of the Chr 
Christmas Carols by our organist. Recitation by Мг. Harold 
Carpenter, “ Vinco,” composed by Бовар 


Healing Service after Evening Meeting. 


ZTHE LONDON SPIRITUAL MISSION, 

18, Pembridge Place, Bayswater, W. 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER Hru. 

Xm. . .  .. MR. Е. W. BEARD. 


7 Two'Cello Solos will be doe ] by Mr, B. Patterson Parker, 
Professor, and F.R. A. M. 
рт. .. NO MR. PERCY BEARD. 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER ?7TH, AT 7.30 P.M., 

No Service. 


WIMBLEDON SPIRITUALIST MISSION, 
P Through Passage between 4 and 5, Broadway, Wimbledon, 


SUNDAY NEXT, DECEMBER е 
0.80, Service .. ia .. Mm. W. Firon RUFFLE, 
WEDNESDAY 3 NE XT, DECEMB ^ NTH. 
No Healing or Meeting of any kind. 
ING.—Wednesdays, 3 to 5, Mr. Lonsdale; Sundays, 
00 (0 5.30, Mr. Boot. No charge. Freowill offerings. 


ы А New Book by 
V. ARTHUR CHAMBERS 


(Vicar of Brockenhurst, Hants). 


SELF AFTER DEATH 


‘We, in the light of Christ and His Teachings know 
— on this Аа than is commonly expressed in 
` Christian Belief? 
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By the Memorandum of Association the Members are Prohibited 
from receiving any personal benefit, by way of profit, from the income 
or property of the Society. 

Presidents in Spirit Life, 
W. STAINTON Moses AND E. Dawson ROGERS, 
MEMBERS OF COUNCIL, 
VicE-ApMIRAL W. USBORNE MOORE, 
HENRY WITHALL, 


DiviDzD 


і Vice-Presidents, 


Mas. W. P. BROWNE. 
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NOTICE TO FOREIGN 
SUBSCRIBERS. 


subscribers in foreign nentral 


SPECIAL 


We beg to remind our 
countries who have not already renewed their subscriptions 
to “Light” for 1917, which are payable in advance, that 
they forward. remittances at once to Мг, Е. W. 
South, 110, St. Martin's Lane, London, W.C, 


the war, all copies to neutral countries are now being sent 


should 
Owing to 


by the British Government's Censor's Agents, and we there- 
fore cannot insert a notice in the copy of “ Light " when 
the subscription expires, All subscriptions for 1917 should 
therefore be forwarded at once to avoid copies being stopped 


at expiration of subscription by the Government agents. 
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Sixth Edition Now Ready. 


RAYMOND, OR LIFE AND DEATH. 


With Examples of the Evidence for Survival 
of Memory and Affection after Death. 


By SIR OLIVER LODGE, F.R.S. 


With Eighteen Illustrations. 
This very remarkable book is the record by a distinguished 
father of a brave soldier son. Raymond Lodge was killed 
in Flanders in 1915; but Sir Oliver Lodge claims to have 
had communication with him since, and in the hope that 
other bereaved relatives and friends may have their grief 
similarly softened and their loss alleviated, he has consented 
to the publication of this very intimate record of séances. 
It tells the story of Raymond Lodge’s young life and of 
his death. It then gives full details of the communica- 
tions "which his friends received from him in the spirit 
world, and this is done in order that such a narrative may 
give hope and comfort to mourners. The third part deals 
with Life and Death, of the body and the mind, of 
Christian psychology and of the idea of God. 

Sir Oliver Lodge's book sets the science of psychical reseafch defin- 
itely upon a new footing.—** Times.” 

A very interesting, and what is more, a very courageous book 
—“' SPECTATOR. 

Cloth, 403 pages, ІІ/- net post free. 

OFFICE OF LIGHT. 110, ST. MARTINS LANE, WC, 


Talks on Occult Subjects by Mrs. Fairclough Smith 
EVERY WEDNESDAY AFI ERNOON, АТ 3 O'CLOCK. 
Admission 2s., which includes Tea. 

FOR LADIES ONLY. 

Ах” EVERY THURSDAY EVENING, Ат 7.30 O'CLOCK, 
LECTURES FOR EITHER SEX. 

Fee 13. each 
30, YORK STREET, BAKER STREET, W. 


KENSINGTON BOOKLETS OF BEAUTIFUL THOUGHTS 


ON LOVE. FROM JEREMY COLLIER. 
ON WOMAN, FROM JEREMY TAYLOR. 


“Here are four beautiful booklets which we would Ike to 
кес іп (һе coat pockets or on the writing table of every one 
of our readers. If the reader not only reads them, but also 
meditates on them and assimilates the substance, he is sure 
to be infinitely better spiritually, morally and intellectually. 
A reading of the booklet on * Woman’ is bound to change our 
angle of vision toward" the so-called weaker sex. We would 
like to see these four booklets well thumbed by our readers.” 

From a Reviex 

The highest eulogy possible bas been given to these booklets, 
which are bound in very pretty and suggestive covers, suitable 
for Christmas presents to the most msthetic mind 
Price 1/4 net the set. 

Catalogue of terestir I tructive t ! ent 
C. MAURICE DOBSON, Publisher and 
146, Kensington High Street, W 


THE SPIRITUALIST EDUCATION COUNCIL. 
FOUR LECTURES by HORACE LEAF on 
"VARIOUS ASPECTS OF MEDIUMSHIP" 

At New Oxford Galleries, 77, New Oxford St., London, W. 
WEDNESDAYS, JANUARY 10, 17, 24, 31, 1917 
Commencing 7.45 p.m Questions and discussion invite 
Paychic Developing Class, 6.30 p.m. 


H. ERNEST HUNT, February 7, 14, 21, 28. 


Bookseller, 


d 


Course tickets (12 lectures and classes’, D term tickets (4 lectures 
and clases), 2.. to be obtained from Hon. Sec, Horace Leaf, 41, 
Westbourne- gardens, Bayswater, London, W 


A RIFT IN THE VEIL. 
A BEAUTIFUL SONG. 
Written and Composed by Mr. CECIL HUSK. 


It has been arranged by some of Mr. Husk's friends to pub 
lish 1,000 copies of this song and music, composed by 
Mr. Cecil Husk, the veteran medium, The price will be 2s. 
sor copy, post free, and the whole proceeds will go to Mrs. 
Duffus Fund for thesupportof Mr. Husk, who has been con- 
fined to bed for nearly three years f 
It i» hoped every friond interested in the Spiritualist 
Cause will purchase a copy for the benefit of this Medium who 
has convinced many people of the real truth of a Hereafter. 
Ali orders should be sent with Money Order for 2s. to Mrs. Duffus, 
Penniwoils, Elstree, Herts. 
Mí Yurative Suggestion," by Robert MeAllan. 
/ Explains how hy pnotı« suggestion acts, with evidence showing 
its value in treating moral, mental and pbysical disorder free by 


oat from the author, 93, Regent street, Wr, or 0^, High-street, 
roydon, 


r 
December 23, 1018 


BOOKS OF COMFORT AND HELP 


Across the Barrier. A Record of True Experiences, Di 
H. A. Dallas, With additional chapter by H. i 
Marriott Watson. Cloth, 212 pages, 3s, 11d. po t free 

Letters from a Living Dead Man, Ву Elsa Barky 
Cloth, 309 pages, 3s. 11d. post free. 1 

Speaking Across the Borderline, Being Letters їо 
& Husband in Spirit Life to his Wife on Earth, p 
F. Heslop. Third Edition. 181 pages, 1s. 8d, post fry 

After Death, Now and Enlarged Edition of Ге 
from Julia" given by Automatic Writing throug, 
W., T. Stead. Cloth, 164 pages, 2s. 11d. post free 

Our Life After Death; or the Teaching of the Bible 
Concerning the Unseen World. Ву Rev. Arthy 
Chambers. Cloth, 273 pages, 3s. 11d. post free, 

Man and the Spiritual World as Disclosed by the 
Bible. By Rey. Arthur Chambers, Cloth, 293 paga, 
3s. 11d. post free. 

Through the Mists; or Leaves from the Aut. 
biography of a Soul in Paradise. Recorded by R J, 
Lees, Cloth, 385 pages, 3s. 11d. post free. 

Spiritualism a Philosophy of Life, By W. H. Evan, 
Cloth, 76 pages, 1s. 2d. post free. 

Glimpses of the Next State, The Education of an 
Agnostic. Ву  Vice-Admiral W. Usborne Moor 
Cloth, 642 pages, 7s, 10d. post free. 

The Voices, А Record of Séances with Mrs, Wrielt 
By Vice-Admiral W. Usborne Moore. Cloth, 43) 


pages, 5s. 5d. post free. 

Spirit Teachings, Automatic Writings through “M.A 
(Oxon) ” (W. Stainton Moses, M.A.). Cloth, 324 
pages, 3s. 11d. post free. 

The Little Pilgrim in the Unseen, Ву Мз, Oliphant 
Cloth, 1s. 3d. post free. 

Man's Survival After Death, or the Other Side of 
Lifein the Light of Human Experience and Modem 
Research. Ву the Rev. Chas. L. Tweedale, F.R.AS; 
Vicar of Weston. Cloth, 277 pages, 6s, post free, 

Thought Lectures, By Father Stephano. Given 
through Vita and Mandola. А book for the Sorrow 
ful. Fifth enlarged’ edition, 121 pages, 1s, 2d. ро 
free. | 


OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, WC. 


THOUGHT LECTURES, 
Bv FATHER STEPHANO 
Including New Series of Communications. 
Given by Automatic Writing through the Mediumship of ‘Vita am 
' Mandola,' two ladies who have had no experience or training in liter 
work of any kind, 
As the thought of one who has seen beyond earth’s sorrows, it is mort 
especially a book for the sorrowful and the suffering; it is chiefly 
belp euch that the lectures were given, and it ів to them Ше booki 
dedicated 
Fifth Edition. including Preface by Father Stephano 
121 pp. Price 15. 2d. Post FREE, 
And a Foreword by MISS Е. KATHARINE BATES. 
The dead are entering into competitive authorship with the living 
` Thought Lectures," which were given by Father Stephano, who “jail 
went to sleep" in Yorkshire, in the reign of Henry I jag just 00% 
been able to find a medium through whom to commur e his though 
to mankind, bas а great deal to say, and saya it well.’—W,T, STEAT 
in Review of Reviews 


OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, WO 


NOT SILENT IF DEAD! 
By H. (HAWEIS). Through the Mediumship of Parma 


" From beginning to end it is wholesomely and ardently good, ™= 
LIGHT, 
The proceeds of the sales of this book are given to the Royal 
Free Hospital, London. 


Third Edition, Cloth, 195 pages. Price 2/10 post free 
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.O. 


Spiritualists when in London should stay at 
Kk Hunstanton House, 18, Endsleigh-gardens, London, N.W 
minutes Euston Station, 5 minutes St, Pancras and King's Cros 
central for all parts; perfect sanitation, ‘Terms: 4a. Bed and Break 
fast; no charge for attendance, Fall tariff apply to Mrs, Stanley 
Watts, Proprietress, 
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Psychic Science in Serbia. Ad 
dress by Count Miyatovich...413 
Human Survival and 
Intercourse 
Christianity and Spiritualism ...414 
| The ‘British Weekly and 
| “ Raymond 01 life and 

Death 
Sidelights,. 


Tondon Spiritualist Allianco..... 
Spiritualism and the Holy Coin 
munion . m 
The Geograph 
ТАРЫН ОМ 
AGeneration Ago .... 


The Eve of Yule.... 


Spirit 


Che Christmas Holidays. 
The Offices of “ LIGHT " and the London Spiritualist 
Alliance will be closed on December 25th and 26th, and 
will be re-opened on Wednesday, the 27th. 


NOTES BY THE WAY. 


Christmas is upon us once more, but the old festive 
Hote of the season is almost stifled in the noise of war and 
lamentation, and the upbraidings of sects and parties. It 
May seem almost a presumptuous saying, and yet it comes 
to us that all this intolerable welter of war and misery 
Guies with it a message of hope and of ultimate triumph, 
Not for one nation or another, but for humanity at large. 
Timeans that the Eternal laws are working exactly and 
unehangeably, and that however much through ignorance 
Or apathy we have gone astray, there is a Power outside 
Ourselves that will force us back into the true path. The 
evidence of Divinity in life takes for us to-day a terrible 
form, butitis there. Its manifestation at a 
ated in theory bet not in fact—to peace and goodwill 

| only gives it a newer and sharper meaning. Had life been 
Without intelligent direction, as the old Materialism taught, 
the race would have rotted out between the extremes of 
Wealth and luxury, on the one hand, and and 
Minted drudgery on the other. So that if Yule 
Dring us no rest from physical struggle, it may at least 
iting us that deeper peace that, looking beyond the present 
DIES, sees a world made new by an ordeal that has in 
tall the seeds of future blessing. 


* * * Е 


time conse 


starved 


this 


That mighty truth that man is a spirit here and now 
Ж spirit indestructible, with power over all the things that 
belong to his estate 
“timesinnumerable. It is now being thundered at us, and it 
Will go hard with us if this time we do not learn the lesson. 
Sint truth is at the core of this message of Spiritualism 
hich is only incidentally and temporarily concerned with 
homenal evidences appealing chiefly to the intellect, 
necessary that intellectual demonstration may be 
8 those in whom the spiritual senses have not awakened. 
‘should be in evil case if our message of the spiritual 
ning of life had to stand or fall by these things alone, 
able are they to be misunderstood, perverted or 
d. They may quite easily be made subjects for 
| laughter of fools; but life and love and beauty, and 
ir and famine and disease, are spiritual manifestations at 
h even the fool cannot afford to laugh. And this 
of the reality of Spirit-—man's existence beyond the 


that truth has been whispered to us 


grave and the possibility of communion between the two 
will vindicate itself sooner or later. Ме stand 


for it and proclaim it through good and evil report because 


worlds 


we have realised that we are, part of that Spirit and part of 
the means by which it is made manifest. It is a message 
that seems especially appropriate for Christmas, and indeed 
it is the only one which can make that season hallowed 


and gracious in such times as the present, 


* * * * 


Inquirers into Spiritualism should bear in mind that a 
medium is the meeting-place of two planes of being the 
spiritual and the material—and that the disappointments 
aud perplexities of spirit communication are mainly due to 
the difficulty of establishing a harmonious relationship be- 
tween the two. With the most favourable conditions there 
must be a transformation of energy—a damping-down of 
brain of the sensitive can be in 


vibrations—before the 


fluenced or material objects acte l'his reduction 
leads necessarily to a restriction of ld tivity and 
a corresponding modification or loss of spiritual q ities 
This absorption f the higher by the lower is common ir 
physics. Steam suddenly chilled is condensed into water 
and in the change loses many of its properti nd wa 

congealed into ice no longer retains the characteristics of a 
liquid. The transition ilways the « nse of the 


finer and freer conditic 
their passage into matter 


initial force and scope; they 


and the resulting manifestation is 


unsatisfactory or not disti 
nomena. We can only hope that psychical research wil 
lead to further discoveries іп the 


spirit interpenetrate and 


the baffling problems of medium 


nate find it difficult sometimes tí 


a brain we are familiar with. Need we be surprised, then, 
if an intelligence external to ourselves sl experience 
opposition in communicating when it has to adapt itself to 
a coarser form of vibration and make use of an instr 


ment that is already engaged and not always reliable in its 


action. 


A correspondent, in the course of a letter on after 


death William 


remark in Тлент of September 17th last to the effect that 


conditions, makes. much of Sir Barrett's 


scientific evidence of survival 


we have " no 


after death." 


many years 
He appear s to think that the cessation of any 
signs of some particular spirit's continuance points to re- 
incarnation or to the absorption of the individual soul into 
What it really 


testimony to show, is that the spirit, sooner or later, passes 


the Universal. means, as there is much 
so completely out of toueh with earth conditions that it 
can no longer directly communicate except in very rare and 
Special circumstances. Putting aside modern evidences on 
this point, we may recall the Transfiguration of Jesus on 


the "high mountain,” when "there appeared unto them 


€——  ÀÀ — 


——— MÓÓ— 


—— 


- 


t 


| 
) 
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Moses and Elias Old 


characters 


talking with him Those two 


had passed 
It may be objected that this is 


"Testament from earth many cen 


turies before, not scientific 
evidence. To be sure, but it belongs to the historical 
ey idences which are confirmed and made reasonable and 
consistent, by the findings of psychic science as shown with 
Mr. "Angus McArthur” in his 


pamphlet, “Тһе Psyehie Element in the New Testament." 


conspicuous ability by 


LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE. 


A meeting of the Members and Associates of the Alliance 
will be held in the SALON or THE Коул Society or BRITISH 


Artists, Suffolk-street, Pall Mall East, S.W. (near the 
National Gallery), on 
THURSDAY EVENING, JANUARY 18th, 1917, 


When AN ADDRESS will be given by 
MISS LIND-AF-HAGEBY 


ENTITLED 
"THE HIDDEN PSYCHOLOGY OF DAILY LIFE," 

The doors will be opened at 7 o'clock, and the meeting will 
commence punctually at 7.30. 

Admission by ticket only. "Two course tickets are sent at 
the beginning of the season to each Member, and one to each 
Associate, Other friends desiring to attend any of the lec- 
tures can obtain tickets by applying to Mr. Е, W. South, 110, 
Bt. Martin’s-lane, W.C., accompanying the application by a 
remittance of 1s. for each ticket. 


The programme of the remaining Thursday 
addresses іп the Salon in the New Year is as follows > 


Feb, 22. 


evening 


“Science, Spiritualism and Religion,” by Sir A. 
Conan Doyle (subject to his future engage- 
menta) 

“ Is Spiritualism of the Devil?” by the Rev. Е 
Fielding-Ould, M.A. (Viear of Christ. Church, 
Albany-street, N.W.) 

- Art and the Other World” (with lantern illustra- 

tions), by the Rev. J. Tyssul Davis, В.А. 


March 22nd 


April 26 


“Тик Review or Квуікууя,”--іІп the December number 
of this magazine there is a capital portrait of Queen Alexandra, 
taken so recently as last month, when she honoured the Stead 
Hostel in London with a visit, Her Majesty's letter to Miss 
Stead, in which it is stated that " the Stead Hostel in London 
ia а model for others,” i» printed in full. Miss F. R. Scatcherd 
writes enthusiastically on “The New Science: its Testimony 
to Human Survival,” concluding her article by remarking that 
"This Gospel of the Now Science is but the rediscovery 
of the eternal truths taught by Primitive Christianity, as dis 
tinet from Churchianity, and to the promulgation of 
the founder of * Tho Review of Reviews’ 


life.” 


Тик STAILE AND THE INN.—There is 
the story which, though so singularly simple, goes far to 
suggest ite spiritual significance. In its pretty artloss way it 
says: "And Mary brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped 
him in swaddling clothes and laid him in the manger, because 
there was no room for them in the inn No 
Chriat in tho inn! Whatever could havo possessed the writer, 
to put it so calmly Ho had set himaolf to tell the story of 
the Saviour of the world; and hore he is coolly beginning by 
saying, in an off-hand way, that when he came the inn waa full, 
and the landlord engaged, and the people in possession uncon 
corned And then there ін Spiritualiem itsolf. A little 
while ago it was also true of it that there was no room for it in 
the Inn, and God seemed once more to be choosing the fooliah 
things of the world to confound the wise, and tho weak things 

of the world to confound the things which aro mighty, But 
it is altering. Tho inn ін open to us, and we noed not nestle 
in the atable unlosa wo prefer it; and yot, to tell tho truth, it 
M not yet quite cloar whether the old manger was not somehow 


Nearer to the angela than the commercial travellers’ room 
J. Paon Hoppa 


whioh 
dedicated his whole 


just one touch in 


room for Josus 


LUDERE. 2 


ember 9 


), 1916, 


SPIRITUALISM AND 'THE 


COMMUNION. 


HOLY 


By THE Rey. №, FIRLDING-OviD 

The teaching of Spiritualism has illumined and reinforced 
many of the doctrines of the Church, often causing “dry bones 
to live,” and it may be found to throw light even upon th 
The “Real 


of Christ in that simple but sublime service is taught 


Church's great mystery of the Holy. Eucharist 
Presenee " 
everywhere, but its method and degree have ever been а subject 
of bitter controversy Views have varied from the literal and 
material teaching of Rome, which makes the “ substance" of the 
symbols actually change jnto flesh and blood, to the subjective 


("an impression originating in the person perceiving it") prese 


in a merely memorial love feast Presence, be it remember, 


presupposes affinity. We are not really present to people who 


sit beside us in an omnibus. Our bodies are in juxtaposition, 
but our spirits and true selves are generally far enough apart, 
To be presen? to anyone there must be some mutual under 
standing, some sympathy, even some degree of likeness, The 
communicant emphasises this need, in accordance with the 
great spiritual law that "like attracts like," and insists on tho 
necessity of approaching the altar in the Christ-spirit, with 
kindly thoughts towards all men, “Similarity of state consti- 
The 
to His own, to the Apostles who loved Him, but was seen no 


tutes nearness in the spirit-world.” risen Christ came 
more by His enemies. SS. Peter, James, and John, it would seem, 
had mediumistie power, and though such gifts are not neces- 
sary for the coming of a spirit, they seem to bo so for its visible 
But the manifestation of the Great Master 
may well have been independent of any such help from this 


manifestation, 
side. . This coming of Christ is believed to occur at the 
" Where two or 


my name, there am I in the midst of them." 


Eucharist, three are gathered together in 
But there has 
always been a difficulty in conceiving of the Christ as leaving 
His place (we сап but use such terms) in the heavens and conr 
ing down into our midst, a portent which the Faith teaches will 
happen but once, at the end of the world, and of His presence 
moment of time, And the 
faithful have blindly fallen back upon the consideration that the 


at a thousand altars at the same 


power of God is adequate for any marvel. 
Spiritualism seems to take us a step towards understanding 
It is taught by 


gences that a great spirit may be present on earth without the 


the mystery. many communicating intelli 
essential centre of his being leaving the place where heis. We 
say, for example, that the sun comes into our room, and though 
in reality the sun remains ninety millions of miles away, in 
effect it does come with all its essential properties in its rays 
If the omnipresence of the Eternal be likened to the diffused 
light of the sun, the presence in the Eucharist may be like the 
direct sun beam, a concentrated and radiated presence, “A 
spirit ont of the body," we read, “ to whom space is annihilated, 
must be where its thoughts and affections are, for its thoughts 
and affections «re itself " ; and, again, “the more elevated the 
spirit the more multiple his radiations, a spirit protector of a 
superior order may have under his tutelage hundreds of incar 
nated beings, as a notary may direct the material interests of 
many families.” Or yet once again. “Spirits released from 
the body are not divided by space, but by difference of mental 
and moral qualities, If such difference cease, they aro imme 
diately near to each other." This last quotation throws light 
upon the Church’s insistence on preparation for Communion, the 
kindling of love, of earnest desire and expectation, and of the 
purifying of the heart. 
their degree of attunemenk 
" Acoording to thy faith be it unto thee,” 


The benefits, they are taught, are n 


accordance with capacity and 

Preliminary fasting is recommended, as іп the approach to 
the Old Grook mysteries, and an early hour in tho day advised 
when the mind is as yot fresh and unoccupied If tho success 
of a вбалсо “depends very much upon who are there," the 
same thing ів, no doubt, true of the Eucharist, Music will 
help the eloquent 
symbols and 


conditions, lights, colour harmonies, 


incense all do their part. The tranamission of 


thonght is almost a commonplace in these days, but i 
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| шау well be that a spirit of the highest rank can 
ab will send forth something than thought, 
visible presentment of his own being. ‘The " Went not mine 
Mat with thee when the man turned again from his chariot to 
осе ?" of Elisha, may mean something more than clairvoy- 
io, and at all events we know of many 
i concentrated thought has led to the projection of a 
ое. One would like to know what a highly developed 


more even 


cases where intense 


"IHE GEOGRAPHY OF THE 


WORL D. 


7 А REPLY то T 
B 088 


Ву N. G 


SPIRIT 


ARTHUR Hitt 


Wr McKenzie’s surprising account of the spirit world, with 
concentric spheres, its mileage and the 
ived with more than a little doubt, Some of this is dis- 
milled in Mr. Hill's article on November 25th, Mr. Hill denies 
ê substantial nature of the spirit world altogether. Не is 
However, a natural sceptic. I find him confessing in another 
glo: “Few people can be as critical as I can.” But this 
списа temper, admirable in itself, leads him into а negative 
Position which is not very satisfying, Not only in detail, but 
Ê û whole the problem is “ We have 
| nothing to rely upon but “ partially guided guesses "—that is, 
mesages tinged and tainted by the medium's mind through 
whom they come, describing experiences which, 
"shared them, we cannot understand, in language which, being 
С у, cannot express them, but which must be used because 
Шеге is no other. Тһе spirit’s experiences, he holds, 
very different from ours because it has escaped from the 
sbodily cabin” and has wider perceptions. Still, he thinks, 
"there is probably some truth” in the tales of landscapes and 
Ewers and the like, but the truth is symbolical, and, he adds, 
“Т do not much like them"! 
"Wand by the words “ 
by the spirit, who no longer has a material body." 
sumptions here whose truth is not 
are ;— 

Т. That the other world must be radically different from 
this, We сай it the “ spirit world” 
19 spiritual (or mental): 

is the fallacy of the terminological inexactitude. 

3 That all messages suffer a distortion in the medium's 
lind or at any rate are hampered by the method of trans- 
ission. ‘This assumption is unprovable and therefore has 
Tver been proved. 

Zu That earthly language does not suftice for unearthly ex- 
ices. Considering the power of language to express the 
Zwnrealisablo this is very unlikely and, if true, the spirits should 
My so. "They should not say, “We inhabit a world remark- 
"ably like your own,” they should say, 
uer that we cannot give you any intelligible idea of it." 

E That this language—-such as it is by the time we get it 
Hot literal but symbolical. ‘That is to say, the spirits tell 
in plain words more or less accurately received— something 
i h quite easily understand, but what they mean is some- 
diferent Which we cannot understand! It is as though 
е to inform you that I wrote this by gas-light with a 
tain-pon, sitting at а mahogany table, and then were to 
that my meaning was symbolical. Would you feel that I 
\ to give you some information or that I was trying 
“something from you? What would you undor- 
"hat «would. you understand ? 

h to know the truth of these high matters, but 
Not if we start with fixed ideas of “ought” 
and "like." Must the now life be radically 
ink a gradual change is to be expected rathor 


rest, has been 


not completely solvable." 


not having 


“ 
must 


Moreover, what we under- 
cannot possibly be exactly what is meant 
There are 


self-evident. ‘They 


: therefore its nature must 
it cannot be objective like our own. 


" We inhabit a world so 


LIGHT. TT 


than a sudden transformation, end tl the te nm 

often receive, The spirits believe themselves to be (and there- 
fore probably are) living a life like our own in circumstances 
like our own, Not identical, but equally objective, and not 
perhaps indefinitely, but evolving, with their advancement, into 


conditions of greater unlíkeness, Іп the stages 


are mostly conversant, we may believe that they have bodies 
so closely resembling those they have left behind that often it 
is hard to persuade them that they are dead. An almost in- 


finite amount of evidence supports this view—the evidence of 


those who have left their bodies temporarily, and who have, 
some of them, to all intents and рагі s died and returned, 
who have seen and been seen by others, who have visited the 


battle-fields on errands of mercy or their friends in the spirit- 


world, who have even spoken or written their names for a 
proof; the evidence of the “affable familiar ghost” who has at 
all times been seen embodied and clothed ; of the spirits who 


have so often impressed their likeness u 
plate ; 
is disputed 


pon the photographic 


above all, the evidence of those messages whose accuracy 


Their number is so great and their agreement on the 


in detail is not essential. But 


main 
facts so general that accuracy 
I think too much is made of the ditticulty of “ getting messages 


The control 
so complete or, 


through,” and of the danger of falsification. of the 


medium appears sometimes to be if you like, 
so superficial as to exclude any chance of contamination in 


passage, Ву "superficial " I mean where the hand alone seems 


to be controlled, as when the writer feels his hand seized and 
as when Mrs. Piper, 


with both 


or such a case while speak 
at the 
apparently m 

Mrs. Pipers mental 
f Mrs. Piper’ 


herefore, we are 


made to write, 


ing in trance, wrote same time hands—three 


once, but 


different personalities, 


surely not aratus, and 


all empk А ing 


surely not all fragments « 
All things considered, 
these at tiert 


knowledge is complete, but n 


statements 


meaning ; for that way chaos lies. 
hand, likes to suppose that each worl 
and that the real life on all planes 


void, out of space and out of time 


said for his view, though there is 


on the other side. 


A GENERATION AGO, 


1888.) 


(From “Ілент” or DECEMBER 25TH, 


CHRISTMAS, 15х6,--Іп the various aspects 


itself, 
dismay. 


the year closing 


There 


line, if we may, 


now gives no 


has been a forward movement all along 


perhaps, except the public aspects of the sub- 


ject. Thero we have stagnation, or at least not perceptible 
growth... . So closes another year. It is a record of pro- 
gress and of more serious attention to the problems that 


Spiritualism presents. It is also a record of opportunities that 


seemed golden passed by or let slip. If there is cause thereby 


for regret, there is cause for^thankfulness and hope. 


Рхүсніс Scrence ім Nice—The Society for Psychic 
Studies (Societé d'Etudes Psychigues) at Nice announces that, 
in spite of the troubled times, its meetings have been re- 
sumed, under tho presidency of Dr. Breton. An important 
library of the best works on psychic science is available to 
members of the Society at 12, rue de l'Hótel des Postes, 
Nice, 

We learn from an Aberdeen journal that Sir Oliver Lodge's 
" Raymond; or, Life and Death," is "not thought highly of” 
by the Book Sub-Committee of the Public Library Committee 
of that city, and that at a meeting of the sub-committee con- 
vened by Professor J. Arthur Thomson it was accordingly 
decided to defer adding the book to the library. No doubt 
this illiberal action will merely have the effect of stimulating 
popular interest іп the volume. 
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YULE. 


THE 


EVE OF 


A MEDITATION. 


from which the above 


writer, 


appropriateness both as 


regards the exterior world and the temper of soul which 


prevails amongst us. ‘The two are well-matched, and there 
a grim sort 


war. The 


tribulation began appeared, as 


is harmony of between the season of year and 


the desolation of pageant of high summer in 


which the great many 


writers remarked, a ghastly mockery, a horrible discord; 


and so indeed it has seemed as each season of the golden 


days has visited us since—each was а ~ painted summer,” 
But, in that old-time sonnet, the poet, after lingering on 


to a contrast and 
of indoor mirth—there 
Men made high revel and defied 
The 


meteor, 


ide of the month, passed on 


the dismal 
showed it ая а sensor was joy and 
feasting by the fireside 
the depressing gloom of December day human 
To day, 


the 


pirit shone through the darkness like а 


for most of us, there is apparently no such triumph 


old contrast ік banished, and many tricken soul, gazing 


on the gaunt woods and ruined bower of the lands іре, 
may сту with Tannahill ir The Braes о” Gleniffer ГІ 
winter wi them and ‘tis winter wi’ me 
But there із no finality with any mood or experience 
however much it may seem to suggest tragedy and the end 
of all thing the glory vanist butit never quite depart 
We ean wait unt the slow course of time brings it again 
nto o i d irel y tl rising of soi nclouded 
un -here and hereafter. for those earthly bounds we set 
to the life of the soul have no existence. except in the 
unseeing mind or, active of spirit, we can pierce beyond 
the illusion, and outeoar the limits of time and space The 
wintry glooms-of the past set пя to seek the brightness of 
the merry-making within doors And now that those 
revels have fled, we are driven to resources still more 
interior to the light that never was on land or sea, to 
fires that warm more kindly than red brand Alas, for 
those who to-day are piritually homele ind destitute ! 
Yot even for them we can in some sort pread feast and 
bid them come in It по Barmecide banquet that shall 
; 


IL Do TT. Dea 


mber 22, 1916 
but coldly furnish forth the Christmas tables, and yet it 
may be offered to unwilling guest But those who are 
willing, those who by long fasting from the gross provender 
of the senses have gained a higher appetite, something 


tifled by the flesh, 
will be 


ustenance than any 


normal to a soul previously may now 


win to such fare that the old husk cast aside for 


ever. They will have gained a higher 
the earth can afford, very real and altogether inexhaustible 
How cold and inadequate are any words which can be 
framed to describe all the deeps and reaches of an experience 
which may come to anyone who feels within himself the 
truth, " I am an immortal spirit secure against all harm—a 
spirit which can never be separated from anything which 


truly belongs to me, a spirit which age cannot wither gr 


famine starve, апа” which, invulnerable to all the shaft 
and shocks of Time, smiles at the dagger and defies it 
point ! ' " 

To gain such a sublime revelation is no easy and 


immediate matter except for a few rare minds, But if i 


a great step forward merely to become conscious of its 


possibility. Before these anguished days arrived, the 


message of the Spirit seemed to many but a few empty 
words, having no relation to the practical needs of the 
time. ‘To-day the pursuit of the old, false ideals has brought 
a shattering Nemesis, and to a chastened humanity the 
Christmas season arrives bringing a new point and a 
'The Spirit may now come 


old, 


echoes ої the 


clearer meaning to the message. 


like an angel to the house where, of seemed in the 


gloom but a spectre. 1 he last old Saturnali: 


are dying away, and the Christ comes to preside over a 


holier festival. 


With eyes made clearer by the great purging of vision 


we look 


the past, 


before and after, to the strayings and mistakes -of 


to the truer treading of the great path in the 
} } f tho 


future, to the unfolding of all those powers of 


Spirit that shall in the end conquer all the powers of dark- 
ness and break the bondage of the things which have held 
itin thrall, checked and thwarted no longer by ignorance 
of Itself and Its splendid 


the law and good government of God 


heritage—submissive only to 


“RAYMOND, OR LIFE AND DEATH ": A CORRECTION, 


Sir Oliver Lodge writes 


Will you allow me to point out to readers of my recent 
book, Raymond, or Life and Death, misprint on page 202 
where, in the first line, the 2 body” appear 
instead of “discarded body." 


daiscarnat« 


word 


BROCKWAY Madame Brockway was 
harge of fortune-telling. А 
Bechstein Hall, Mr. and Mrs 


allusions to the matter from the platform, an 


AnREST ОР MADAME 
arrested on Saturday last on a 
their Sunday « 


vening service at 


McKenzie made 


it was indicated that Madame Brockway w d be defended by 
able counsel. Mr. McKenzie a ead | etter to the “ Daily 
Mai in order to show that it was not, as de ibed by that 
ournal, an abusive lette: 

Tur STORY or CHRIST That is a wonderfully beantifu 
tory of the birth of the little Jesus: so beautiful that it 


to cross 
is a blend of 
mysticism, love 


ought to repress a great deal of desire 
examine it What 
legend, astrology, poetry, adoration, folk-lore, 
Anyway, at Christmas, we are quite ready to take it as it is 
stable, manger, the star of wonder, 
wise from the East, and their of gold and 
frankincense and myrrh. If it did all happen so in 
history, it happened in the world of inspired imagination : and 
if there is any truth at all in "thought-forms," thought-forms 
well come to us from the unseen as go from us 


anyone 


does it really matter if it 


Herald angels, shepherds, 
treasures 
not 


might just а 
into the unseen ; 
have happened in its own way beyond our poverty-stricken 
world whose commonplaces 


and,in some golden wonder-sense, it may all 


commonplaces, in some enc hanting 
are not poverty-stricken but magical beyond our comprehen 


beyond our ken.—J. Р.Н 


ion, and ereative 
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SCIENCE IN SERBIA. 


PSYCHIC 


By His Excertency COUNT MIYATOVICH 

Р An Address delivered to the Members, Associates and friends 
Ше London Spiritualist Alliance on Thursday evening, 
Euler lith, 1916, at the Salon of the Royal Society of 
p i Artists, Suffolk-street, Pall Mall, Mr Henry Withall, 
"wing President, in the chair. 

n % 

» Tie CHAIRMAN, іп opening the proceedings, said that if we 
tansferred our gaze for a little while from the horrors taking 
que abroad to events at home we were not very much 
001060 if we were guided by a superficial view. We found 
т сап section of the Press exercising its power іп a way some 
ü felt to be rather regrettable, in making and unmaking 
(пав and in hurling calumny at those statesmen who 
happened to differ from them We saw 
piiticians putting their own interests in front of the interests 
Miler country. We saw contractors amassing large fortunes 
wt of the necessities of their countrymen. 
pesons who, while posing as more sensitive to suffering and more 
(пеар in their lives than other people, ignored their national 
Taponsibilities and disseminated sedition amongst the soldiers. 
Bit if we looked a little deeper we could see that this war 
Bl already made clear the grandeur of the sacrifice which 
[0 папу Were making when they gave their labour, their pro- 
ects and their very lives for their country. Many parents 
жие rendered childless. Yet those who had lost their nearest 
anl dearest in the war felt that they had lost them in a roble 
өше People of all classes came forward and gave their ser- 
тей freely to alleviate the miseries of war by nursing the 
tek, caring for the wounded, and aiding the families of fallen 
ете. When we realised these things we felt proud of ou: 
puntzy. We felt that we saw something of the new day that 
та coming over this land and over all Europe ; 
Bie dawning of a day when all international disputes would 
Е ева in an equitable way by the people immediately con- 
med. We could look forward to the time when every man 
iid woman in this country would be properly represented in 
EPaliament, and when posts would no longer be filled by indivi 
dials who had gained them by virtue of birth or position, but 
only by men who had shown themselves fitted to discharge the 
duties involved, When that time came we should see 
insular prejudices breaking down and their place taken by 


4 growing disposition to other 


i $c B oree 
in some degree, 


We saw misguided 


we could se« 


our 


regard nations аз sister 


puntries having the same ideals and interests as 
elves. Then we should see the little nations in 
% тегу different light from that in which we had 


Кено regarded them. 
Mthing of Serbia. To-day we knew something of its history 
aid people, and of its magnificent national heroism. They 
Md with them that evening a distinguished representative of 

| ttt splendid little people—a statesman who, amongst his other 

Шоша for his country, had set himself to introduce spiritual 

@iligitenment amongst them. He would tell them how 

Spiritualism had permeated his country, and something of its 

Inowledge of the psychic side of things. 

Couxr Мтултохтон, who was received with great cordiality, 
ГУ wished to express his grateful acknowledgment to the 
mah for his very eloquent words concerning Serbia. "I 

almost sorry,” he continued, “that the chairman made such a 
fil speech before I began my address. 1 feel that what I am 
to say to you will seem, in comparison, somewhat cold 
tame. For myself, I am glad to have had the opportunity 
ening to his eloquent remarks: I am only sorry for you 
| Who have now to listen to me. (Laughter.) Well, ladies and 
men, as you know, it is announced that 1 am expected to 
to you on ‘Psychic Science in Serbia.’ 1 daresay you 
expectations which I shall not be able to justify, but 
|І do my best. If I cannot speak to you with any 
ty concerning what can strictly be called ‘ Psychic 

'!I can at least speak to you on the psychic {fe of 

Им And, after all, life is greater than science, which is its 

Land helper, "Phorefore 1 am sure you will forgive me 

8 

ae 


A few years ago we knew little or 
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if 1 avoid the scientific side of the subject I will try to f 
you, then, some aspects of the psychic life of the Serbiar 
people 
" Since this great and terrible war (we call it te it 
I think it will be one which will have grand consequences) the 


Serbian* people have come to be known as an her ation 


We are very proud and grateful, we f 


the world should think of us in that ! 
the 


other people how greatly and deeply we appreciate your friend- 


same ideals and aims as you are, and we want to show 


ship and alliance, But that is not all: there are some other 


things, We are not only esteemed a brave nation, we flatter 


ourselves that we deserve the sympathy and friend 


е other features of our nat 


truly civilised people for so; 
We are a 


most psychic nation in the w 


democratic and a poetical people, and 


rid As a ra 


great family of the Slavs. We are first-cousins tot 


character 


е we belong to the 


Poles, Czechs, and Bohemians-~and unforta о th 
Bulgars, too. We are Slavs, and all Slav nations 
We are predisposed to mysticism 


jut we are not only 5 
ago there was establis a 
intermarriage through many 


deal of Latin blood into our veins. We are Slavs whose 
national character and temperament is modified by admixture 


of Latin blood. We have 


We are much like the Italians and 


some of the French 


the 


temperament, 


in our dis- 
position, and the admixture of Latin blood inten 


predisposition towards poetry and mysticism. To 


you at the same time | we are 
mysticism is inten y Latin blood, 
every Serb, from King Peter to th« 


belie in fate and 


fairies, witches, gho 


too 
JEI 


THE SERBIAN E 


Serbian belief 


Discussing the 
said the belief was native to the people, and wa 
from the Turks. Serbians belie 
was born, three fairies came to it 
fate. On the seventh day after 
it was customary to have І 


on these оссазі‹ 


weicome 


women who claimed to be able to hear what the fairies said as 


to the future career of the child. Thus they might say that 
the child should be a soldier, a lawyer, or statesman, or that he 


By listening to the fairies some 


should die on a given: day. 


regarding the direction of the 
the 


ined 


valuable hints might be 


child's health and education By way of illustration 


had heard from a 


h he 
1 he 


Count related the following story 
ld not guarantee it. 


Serbian lady, althougb, he added, he co 
In the days when the Turks were master 
Turk happened to be present at the domestic festival held 
after the birth of a child, when 


baptised, and the Serbian 


of Serbia, a 


on the seventh day 
the child was to be 
begged the Turk to do them the honour to be the child's god- 
(At this point Count Miyatovich interpolated a 
The Turk with all his 


fellow. It 


parents 


father. 
pleasant little explanatory passage. 
faults 
not uncommon for the Serbians in those days to ask a Turk 
to be godfather to a child, and the Turk never refused the 
favour and always carried out faithfully the duties attached to 
The Turk was asked, “ Aga Effendi, will you honour 
And although he was 


was always a gentleman—a good was 


the oflice. 
me by being godfather to my child ?" 
invited to take part in the rite of a faith which was alien to 
him, he would affably comply with the request.) In this par- 
ticular instance the Turk who, of course, consented to be 
sponsor to the child, happened (so the stery ran) to 
possess the power of hearing spirits talk, and he reported 
that those who spoke of the child (which was a boy) 
said that he would be married in his twenty-third year, but on 
the day of his marriage he would be drowned in a pond. When 


, the boy had attained manhood and his marriage day had been 


fixed the Turk who, in the meantime, had been mindful of his 
responsibilities to his godchild, eame to the wedding as a guest 
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of the bridegroom's family, and—in accordance with the 


marriage customs—to be the principal witness at the ceremony. 


Now in the yard of the house was a pond or tank which 


The Turk noted this, 


said he, 


formed the water supply of the place. 
and calling for some planks covered it up, “ for, 
" although we Turks do not drink wine, you Christians do, and 
sometimes take a little too much, and after the wedding one of 
you may fall in.” But during the feast some of the guests became 
very thirsty and called for water, and the bridegroom got up to 
fetch some. On going to the pond he found it covered with planks 
and the Turk sitting on them, for he was anxious to avert the 
fate predicted for his godeon, “ You must not take any water,” 
said the Turk, The bridegroom remonstrated 
thirsty, they must have water. “ Let them drink wine,” 
his godfather. 


the guests were 
said 
But the bridegroom was obstinate and in the 
end there was a struggle, the planks were thrust aside, and both 
fell into the water and were drowned! The Serbians had a 
national saying that there was no death except on the appointed 
day, and in this story the idea was illustrated. 

(To be 


Continued.) 


HUMAN SURVIVAL AND SPIRIT 


INTERCOURSE. 


Norges FROM FRANCE. 

One of the latest additions to, French psychic literature is a 
volume entitled “There is no Death” (" On ne meurt pas "), 
by the French artist and thinker, M. L. Chevreuil (Jouve et 
Cie., Paris, 3f. 50c.). The object of the book is to demonstrate 
scientifically the survival of the personality after death, and in 
the course of nearly five hundred pages the author quotes in- 
numerable cases of spiritual communication, telepathy, mate- 
rialisation, in fact nearly all the diverse forms of phenomena 
associated with the subject; the “ Proceedings " of the Society 
for Psychical Research have been largely drawn upon, but a 
considerable volume of evidence has been obtained from other 
sources. 

The occult student will be familiar with the bulk of these 
testimonies, many of which have now become classic, as, for 
instance, the extraordinary outbreak of prophecy and miracle- 
working in France, following the revocation of the Edict of 
Nantes, during which young children of tender years, who had 
not yet learnt their mother-tongue, were said to have given 
utterance to prodigious discourses, in excellent French, this in 
regions where only patois was spoken. 

The author uses these instances to illustrate the various 
forms of psychic manifestation with which he deals, always 
endeavouring to attribute to the result its proper cause. He 
shows how certain phenomena, which appear practically iden- 
tical, may be bronght about by entirely different agencies. Тһе 
movement of a table without contact might be due to the mag- 
netic power of the sitters or to the direct influence of a spirit 
entity. 
the subconsciousness of the writer, in another to the telepathic 


Automatic writing in one case may be attributed to 


influence of a second person, or, again, may be an actual com- 
munication from the “other side.” (The failure to appreciate 
this point is a frequent stumbling-block to the psychic student 
in the early stages of investigation.) 

“Tt is indispensable," says the author, "to make a distinc 
tion between the psychic faculties, with which one can experi- 
ment, and the phenomena from the ‘beyond, which we can 
only observe when they manifest, spontaneously." 

The short-sighted student, having observed that a subject 
can be made to write a certain passage which has been sug- 
gested to him during hypnotie sleep, imagines that this is the 
explanation of automatic handwriting, and that the spiritual 
hypothesis is thereby disproved, overlooking the fact that the 

experiment simply proves that one person ean be made to write 
at the will of another, which is exactly what takes place in the 
tuse of a written spirit communication. 
The fact that mediumship is looked at askance by a certain 
section of the community ів due in part to the tactlesaness and 
lack of discrimination on the part of many people possessing 
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psychic gifts, who cannot distinguish between the true and the 
false, and who in deceiving themselves bring discredit on their 


The 


frequently due to lack of proper direction and control 


mediumship poor results obtained at many séances are 


“One must distinguish," continues the author, " between 


that which from within and that which comes from 
without, between the true and the lying message.” 
It is clear that M 


the true spirit of scientifico detachment ; 


comes 
Chevreuil has studied his subject in 
his deduetions are 
made as a result of careful deliberation and exhaustive study, 
and although some of his theories are open to discussion, tlie 
main object of the work, namely, the demonstration of human 
survival, is never lost sight of; his severest critic would hava 
to admit that for this important claim M. Chevreuil makes out 
a very strong case. 

D. N 


G. (rang), 


CHRISTIANITY AND SPIRITUALISM. 


A REVIEW OF THE GENERAL SITUATION, 


By G. Vang Owen (Vicar of Orford, Lanes.) 


The publication of “Raymond,” by Sir Oliver Lodge, has 
brought forth, from the bolder sort, declarations of their belief 
in the possibility of inter-communion between those on both 
sides of the veil. Sir A. Conan Doyle, Sir W. F. Barrett and 
Мг. Marriott Watson, among others, have lent their great in- 
fluence to the support of that which they believe to be true and 
helpful to their fellow men, АП honour to them and to their 
fearless action 

Yet, perhaps, after all they have written, and written so 
further с‹ 


matter, and І venture, therefore, to ask the readers of Ілонт 


well, there is still room for a ynsideration of the 


to consider some of the lessons which we may learn from the 
" signs of the times," especially as to those aspects of Spirit- 
ualism and Psychic Research which face towards the Christian 
challenge | 


Let me preface what follows by 


religion, either in sympathy or in 
iyimg that if I write asa 


Churchman, using such phraseology as is current among 


Churchpeople, I do so in no spirit of ar Г am used to 


vance 
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such phrasing, and can write more freely and unconstrainedly 


in what has become, more or less, to me as a mother tongue, 


leaving it to men of goodwill, who hold other creeds thanmine, 


to discount my terms and adapt them to their own habit of 


thought, albeit in the kindly spirit of wide tolerance which | 


also will endeavour to employ. 
І think 


materialism. 


that 


The antithesis is Spiritualism, which word I use 


it is safe to say all Christians deprecate 


in its simple, primary meaning. Materialism implies a state of 


mind which exalts matter into first importance, and adopts, at 


least, an agnostic attitude in regard to the condition of all 


bemgs and all things spiritual. Spiritualism, while allowing the 


reality of things material, asserts that these are but pheno- 


mena of the spiritual which alone is potential and of first 
that entity, This latter 
postulate is that which is fundamental in Christianity, whos 


importance to spiritual " man." 


divine Founder bade His followers lay up for themselves 


treasure in Heaven and not on earth 


Christianity came to us from the East, But the more wo 


come to know of the Eastern peoples the more is the fact bome 


in upon us that religion, as practised and taught by them, is 


more spiritual than Christianity, as practised and taught by us 
of the West. 
more positive and actual belief in the reality of the world of 


The average Buddhist or Mohammedan has й 


living spirits around us than the average Christian has, Why it 
this? Is it because Christianity is more materialistic than 
other systems ? No; 
with our Western materialism, 
practised by the Apostles, who were all Orientals, is as spiritual 
But, as it is with accepted 
As we come westward, the 


it is because we have imbued the system 


Christianity, as taught and 


as any other Oriental system. 
science, so is it with religion. 


spiritual element gradually gives place to the material, until in 
England to-day belief in the communion of saints, for example, 


lias become more a pious memory than an actual, living reality 
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oily life, Say what we may, and believe what wo will, of the 


mligions of China, Japan and India, they аге more other-worldly 
tan the Christianity of Russia, And the Christianity of 
Rusia is much more other-worldly than the Christianity of 
Папу or of England. We have instinctively endeavoured 
С ехо God and Mammon, and have failed to serve them 
T ly. The consequence is that, as Mammon, the material, 
Еге the spiritual has, in the same ratio, been mini- 
Mel in our daily life and practice. We still hold to the 
Wms of expression which have come down to us from the 
ancient Hast, where Christianity was born, but we have emptied 
tiem of much of their original content and meaning. The 
ration (in the present tense) that “the glorious company 
ithe Apostles, Prophets and Martyrs praise Thee " 
bit little in the mouths of those who believe that these are 
Пер and bodiless until the great Judgment Day, when, " soul 
and body reunited,” they, with the rest of their brethren, will 
awake from their sleep and be living men, complete with body, 
Шапа spirit once again. “Thou didst open the Kingdom 
of Heaven to all helievers " It is difficult to 
- my what most people mean when they sing these words; cer- 


can mean 


means—what ? 


ашу not that the way between the two states—that of the 


is open so that 


tarth sphere and that of the heavenly spheres 
те may hold communion one with another, 

Communion of Saints of the early Christians. For 

Amnion t has been denuded of its and endued 

with passivity, 80 far as practice is concerned, at least. Any 
куо interpretation of this article of the Christian faith is to- 
diy accounted impossible, and if possible, then wicked 
Mie Prayer Book of the Church of England, like the Bible 
ftom which it was hewn, is filled, from cover to cover, with 
MS full of spiritual meaning embodied in phrases which 
lê come down to us from the earliest times. But the Church, 
laving neglected the using of its original gifts of the Spirit, 
Еу our Lord Jesus the Christ in her care, her members now 
“ІШІП from reading into these phrases the fulnes their 
Maning. For Christians are slow to understand that the 
pUlititch, as iû із to-day, is a degenerate Church, and that these 
fits have been lost, so far as they have been lost, as 
тепсе Of, and in ratio to, her degree of degeneration and 
hithlessness, as. the visible glory of Jehovah, the Shekinah, 
grew dim over the Mercy-seat, and gradually faded away, as 
tle faith of Israel, with the passing of time, grew more and 
more dim. 
The Church was left by her Lord a living thing to develop 
and grow, and to know more and more of her heavenly 
nature and origin. In some things she has grown, and that is 
food. But in the realisation of the present condition of those 
Who have passed over into the spirit life and of our communion 
ШІП them, we have not only not progressed; we һауе gone 
Wick along way. And those who have proclaimed this ancient 
(ШІП have been, and still are, reviled and mocked and ridiculed 
WÎ held up to scorn, a byword апаға laughing-stock—treat- 
mot identical with that meted out to our Lord and His 
apostles—and for the same reason, namely, that they de- 
nounced the materialistic tendency of the accepted orthodox 
ology of their day, and taught the reality of the spirit 
World, present here in our midst, and because they “had 
lings” with the spirits in a degree beyond the ability 
‘the materialistic rabbis to understand, and there- 
beyond the pale of their tolerance. These were 
able to realise that anything they could not compre- 
d dd did not accept, could be in any wise good. 
en Ho and His disciples had trafic with the spirit-people, 
E bad, they said He was mad, had a devil, and so on— 
ey. 
Tf this bea fair estimate of the present situation, what 
ji Eo do to help in the mending ? 
cious of my own limitations, I would merely suggest a 
ms Which it may, perhaps, be helpful to keep in mind. 

It may be well for Christians, and for Spiritualists, and for 
ho are both, to remember that, in our present very 
tate in the innumerable spheres in tho wide realm of 

t possible for any one of us, nor for all the sum of 
‘tho whole truth, Tf this sound too simple, and 9 


which is the 


active sense 


3s of 


a con- 


LIGHT, 


é com- 
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truism, then E would suggest further that we school our mind 


to consort with our belief and acceptance of this truism, and 
then we shall have less dogmatic assertion on either side to the 
of the other 


dogmatise on facts 


offence Also, while we may, without any such 


offence, generally accepted, yet on theories 
it is unwise to dogmatise at any time 
the Church has transgressed, 


on the 


This is where, ая it seems to me, 
Philip the deacon baptised the Ethiopian officia 


Jesus the Christ to be the 


agsur- 


ance that he believe Son of God 


To-day, having accumulated dogma, the Church requires the 
candidate for admission into her pale to declare that he believes 
" all the articles of the Christian Faith” (including the resur- 
rection of the A candidate for baptism stands as a 
beginner on the threshold of the faith and, as such, can only 
give a blind assent to a body of accumulated dogma, a system 


of theology, which a long life-time is too short to master, and so 


flesh) 


to attain to a reasonable faith in the same, 

Further to illustrate my meaning, I will refer to the article 
by Sir А. Conan Doyle, in Ілант of December 2nd, by way of 
showing that for the opponents of dogma also thereis a danger 
of falling into that which they themselves rightly 


condemn. He says: 


very fault 


One message, which I һауе found to be constant, is that all 
religions are absolutely equal there; that formal dogma or 
practice counts for nothing one way or the other, and that the 
welfare and advancement of the spirit depend entirely upon the 
produced by the discipline 


degree of refinement and goodness 


of earth. 
This is an assertion of fact and, as such, is justifiable; the 
not that ~ counts for 


but that Sir "to be 
in those messages which received 


dogma от 


formal practice 


fact being 


nothing,” Arthur finds this assertion 


he has read o: 
has a right to 


constant " 
from the 
give, and does so. It is that 


conclusion he also 


spirit-world, His 


this message is too broad to confine itself to Christianity, but 


extends itself to all creeds or no creeds, so long as an in- 


dividual result is attained. 


We who read his words also have an equal right to hold or 


І myself do, to conclusion, which 
quite applicable to the 
s we at present understand them, but 


seems 


of the 


reject or, as modify his 


to be lower spheres 


to me 
Heavenly Realm, so far as 
does not seem to me to be ¢ 
those progressed to spheres mo 
regard to that opinion a no rig a to vut 
is only my opinion, and it is apparently not the epinion of Sir 
Arthur. My chief reason for holding this opinion I am free 


to confess. It is which were 


idequate to express the ideas of 


» advanced, In 


who have 


so I have gmatise. It 


based on messages given by One 


who, some of us believe, came from a very high sphere, and 
whose teaching on this particular point may be summed up in 
“No one comes to the Father but through 
his article I 


with 


a single sentence, 
Me,” a dictum which it is possible, after reading 
Arthur may not be able to co-ordinate 
Fatherhood of God, but 

such difficulty, to 
but are 


so conclude, Sir 
the universality of the 
to the 
whom the words bear 
inclusive of every individual of the whole human race who, in 
his progress from age to age, from sphere to sphere, from glory 
to higher glory still, at last reaches that high abode, the Christ 
Sphere which, surrounding and including within itself all those 
spheres which are to itself inferior, must, of necessity, be passed 
through in aspiration towards the abode of the Father Himself. 

Indeed, this would seem merely to be producing Sir Arthur's 
opinion of the position held by Christianity among religions in 
this present world into the higher spheres of the life beyond, 
" the real inner spirit. of Christianity is the 


which 


present writer presents no 


not an exclusive significance, 


when he says that 
highest moral development of which we know." 

Many will also agree with him when he speaks of the pre- 
sent great Spiritualistic movement as a trae science which, while 
it cannot affect the truth itself, can, and must, modify its 
corollaries and also the form of its expression. Тһе truth that 
the material creation is not the resultant of a “fortuitous con- 
course of atoms" had been held and propounded from time 
immemorial. Theologians put it in their own phraseology, 
thus: “In (the) beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth.” Darwin and Wallace superimposed а theory which, 
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at length, іп its broad outline at least, came (о be gent rally 


accepted under the term "evolution This did not 


touch the central fact of creation, 
the process of development of the various forms of living 


but modified our ideas as to 


creatures, 

In like manner the Copernican theory changed men’s 
notions in respect of the solar system from the geocentric to 
In both cases it was a question òf the sub- 
jection of ancient beliefs to the test of modern scientific 
methods, by which old truths were shown in a new and greater 
light, and re-interpreted according to the advance made in 
knowledge since first those truths were propounded in old- 
world phrase and with the limitations of old-world knowledge 


the heliocentric. 


of Nature. 

To-day scientific methods are being applied, ever more and 
more searchingly, to such old truths as Heaven, Hell, Judg- 
ment and Spiritual Communion. These truths stand un- 
touched ; the manner of our understanding of them is under- 
going a very mighty transformation, and the result now emerg- 
ing bears promise of an outlook forthe human race much more 
sublime and uplifting than that which went before. Wherein 
also is exemplified another old dictum, that " the new is better 


than the old.” 


WEEKLY” ON 


THE “BRITISH 
DEATH.” 


“RAYMOND; OR LIFE AND 


By A PRespyTBRIAN MINISTER. 


We are-living in the days when all impediments to victory 
must be removed, and when truth must be triumphant. There- 
fore I consider a few straightforward remarks concerning the 
method of the “British Weekly's” analytical criticism of 
spiritual phenomena absolutely necessary. The “ British 
Weekly" represents the materialistic side of Christianity, 
modern spiritual 


consequently it has no sympathy with 
1 х А 5 


investigations. 

The review of Sir Oliver Lodge's book has been given more 
space in the “British Weekly " than any book I can remember, 
which is a sign of the times! When referring to Raymond 
Lodge the reviewer does his best to "speak well of the dead,” 
and his kindly remarks concerning that brave soldier will be 
highly appreciated by all who read them. But the moment 
that the reviewer touches on the evidence of the survival of 
taymond after bodily death, that moment the warning note 
is sounded—“ Sir Oliver Lodge is a convinced Spiritualist” ; 
as much.as to say, “prepare yourselves for hearing some 
‘ pitiful rubbish." This method of reasoning reminds me of 
how theeditor of the " British Weekly" began to introduce 
“Tan Maclaren” (the late Rev. John Watson, D.D.) to the 
public in Doctor Watson's biography. In that biography the 
editor of the “ British Weekly " does not forget to say, when 
speaking of his dead friend, "he was superstitious, as his 
mother was before him,” and then follows an account of Dr. 
Watson's faith in Spiritualism, and how he believed that he 
had communion with his dead mother; “he called it his 
mothers tryst,” says Sir Robertson Nicoll,“ and said that 
this influence had been a great bulwark against temptation " ; 
but, of course, it all arose out of his superstition ! 

There is hardly a point relative to Raymond's messages to 
his father but what is, if not denied, greatly doubted by the 
authority of the " British Weekly." Тһе question is asked: 
“How was Myers so certain six weeks beforehand that 
Raymond was marked for death?” We might ask the 
reviewer in turn, How did the spiritual world know of the birth 
and death of certain persons, mentioned in the Bible, hundreds 
of years before they lived on this planet ? When referring to 
Raymond’s account of how some who enter the spiritual world 
retain, for a while, their earth habits, the reviewer asks: " Was 
it really worth while to print this pitiful rubbish P” If memory 
never dies then there is every reason to believe that old ideas 
and desires cling to personality until the soul is educated in 
higher and nobler things. Jesus invited Thomas to in- 
vestigate and make sure that his unbelief in the survival of 
man after death was groundless; “Thomas, reach hither 
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thy hand, and thrust it into у (de; and be not 
faithless, but believing Jesus never upbraided Thomas for 
his earnest tc , lat to the truth of man's triumph 

death; but it is stated that Jesus “appeared unto the 


eleven as they sat at meat and upbraided them with their uns 


belief and hardness of heart, because they believed not thom 


which had seen him after he was risen "Тһе * women who 


Jesus after His death reported the same to the 


first saw 
as idle tales, and 


disciples, “апа their words seemed to them 
they believed them not This is still the attitude of some 
professed Christians regarding the intercommunication between 


the two worlds, “Idle tales” and “ pitiful rubbish” still 


obtain in the minds of those who profess that all spirit mes 


Alas! broken hearts 
and the “British 
swill 


sages are either bogus or diabolical 


will never be healed by this class of people, 


Weekly's " adverse comments on the truth of spirit mess: 
з of dire distres 


never help a poor sorrowing soul in, these day 


SIDELIGHTS. 


“Raymond; or Life and Death," by Sir Oliver Lodge, has 
passed into its sixth edition, and the demand for it is still keon 


approached by tho 
Andrews Unie 


been 
and St 


Sir Arthur Conan Doyle has 
Unionist Association of Edinburgh 
versities to contest the seat rendered vacant by the elevation 
of Sir Robert Finlay to the Lord Chancellorship, Sir Arthur 


has expressed his willingness to stand 


A daily paper tells of the prosecution of a fortune-tellor in 
Hamburg. We learn that she specialised in gulling soldiers’ 
wives and in several cases extorted from them their entire 
savings. “One of her clients testified that she was promised 
communion with her departed husband if she would sprinkle a 
certain cemetery tree periodically with holy water. Another 
woman was hoaxed out of £100 in return for the psychoman- 
“guarantee’ that her soldier husband would not be killed 
This kind of news, especially when it 


cist’s 
or wounded in action.” 
comes from nearer home, as in recent instances, в apt to be 
disconcerting to all but those who have realised by experience 
the extent to which a shining reality may be disguised almost 
out of recognition by falling into the hands of ignorant, super 
stitious, or unscrupulous people. It is profitable to remember 

that there is no form of faith or of social service which is not 

capable of being counterfeited, abused or wantonly misrepre- 

sented, when there is money to be made either by exploiting it 

as an exponent or pandering to popular prejudices by exposing 

its frauds and proclaiming these to be representative of the 
whole of the particular cause or movement attacked, 

" The Baptist Times " of the 15th inst., in a temperate and 
sympathetic review of Sir Oliver Lodge's " Raymond,” says 
that the most frequent objection urged against the evidence 
put forward in the book is its triviality, and that its acceptance 
would lead us to suppose that the departed are occupied with 
petty insignificant things from which death should have proved 
a deliverance. То this it is pointed out Sir Oliver Lodge has û 
three-fold answer. First, that an interest in insignificant things f 
as likely to survive as any other human quality. Secondly, that 
for purposes of identification trivial details offer the most con 
vineing evidence; and thirdly, that it is far from being the 
ease that all, or most, of the communications are trivial in 
character. In considering what would be the effect upon 
Christianity of a scientific proof of survival, our contemporary 
quotes from Professor Bury's “Тһе History of Freedom of 
Thought,” in which the opinion is expressed that " if existente 
after death were proved and became a scientific fact like the 
law of grayitation, a revealed religion might lose its power. 
This statement is characterised as being the outcome of “a 
strange perversity in a trained historian," who is content to 
ignore the work of “men like Е, W. Н, Myers and Sir Olivet 
Lodge." We congratulate “Тһе Baptist Times” on its dispo: 
sition to pass from faith to knowledge in this momentous 
matter of human survival, 
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RAYMOND, OR LIFE AND DEATH. 


Ready 


уа. Examples of the Evidence for Survival 
f Memory and Affection after Den ath. 
By SIR OLIVER LODGE, F.R.S. 
With E | 
This very remarka ғ erecord by stinguished 
father of : ave soldier son. Raymond Lo was killed | 
in Flanders 191 but Sir Oliver Lodge claims to have 
had commun on with him since, and in the hope that 
other bere 1 re latives and randa may have their grief 
similarly s ned and their loss alleviated, he has consented 
to the publication of this very intimate record of séances 
of Raymond Lodge's young life and of 


It tells the story 
his death. It then gives full details of the 
tions which his friends received from him in the spirit 
world, and this is done in order that such a narrative may 


give hope and comfort to mourners. The third part deals 
body and the mind, of 


communica- 


with Life and Death, .of the 
Christian psychology and of the idea of God 
Sir Ойхес Lodge's book sets the science of psychical resear h бебі 
itely upon a new footiog.—*'* Tris. 
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NOTES BY 


We have received from the publishing house of Elliot 
Stock two posthumously issued works by the late Arcl 
deacon Wilberforce, consisting of his most recent pulpit 
itterances, ‘Their titles, taken from the titles of 
included in their contents, are Тһе Power of Faith” and 
“After Death, What?” (3s. 6d. net respectively). 
The discourses are all marked by the Archdeacon's 
nes of exposition and forcefulness of appeal. The 
of the opening discourse in the smaller of the two 
is “ Immortality.” that proof that 
Consciousness survives the organism is accumulating, and 
tint the fact of such survival suggests much, it yet does 
fot, in Dr. Wilberforce’s view, 
contends, however, that once admitting the premiss, there 
tan be no reply to the following argumen 


Y THE WAY. 


sermons 


and 1s. 
clear 
subject 
volumes 


Granting scientific 


prove immortality. He 


Infinite Mind must have been in being antecedent to 
phenomena. That is the major premi From this premiss 
induction assures us that, antecedent to phenomena Infinite 
Mind must have been the formless principle of life. Common 
sense suggests that per fect self-realisation sad self-recognition 
onthe part of the Infinite Mind, from the individual standpoint, 
Would not have been possible without concrete material forn 

© Nowit is an immutable axiom that every "thing" must take 
form in thought before the thought takes form in the “thing.” 
» . Therefore the concrete material "thing," called a h 
beng, must have taken form in the thought of the 
(Creative Mind before becoming, by orderly sequence of evolu- 
tion, the “thing,” the “body-form,” in which the Infinite 
Mind could realise Himself. Therefore man is essenti: ly 
immortal because his real self, his inmost self, is a thought- 
form of the Infinite Mind, imaging forth an image of Him- 
Ef for purposes of Self-realisation, and we are brought back 
ithe grand pre-Christian utterance in the Book of Wisdom, 
"God made man to be an image of His own Et ternity. 


* * * * 


uman 


Infinit 
infinite 


Paradoxical as it may seem, it is in the winter that 
Nature appears to be most instinct with life. ‘The summer 
КІП its riot of leaf and flower," its profusion of colour 
iid its wealth of beautiful forms, dazzles and bewilders 
le eye, and the significance of their coming is overlooked 
lost. ‘The mind tends to dwell upon externals, forgetful 
the frost-bound fields and 
‘Their silent waiting 
Instantly we become 


th winter the bare boughs, 
Withered grasses compel attention, 
and chill rigidity challenge inquiry. 
ware that we are in the presence of subtle forces ready to 
into activity directly the seasonal signal is given. 
seems to crouch, to shrink into herself in order to 

a her activities. Everything is arranged. Тһе 

lily at the bottom of the pond is ready to return to 

the chestnut bud to discard its sticky brown 


SATURDAY, 


‘“ WHATSOEVER DOTH MAKE MANIFEST 18 LIGHT.”—Paul, 


1916. Price ТжоРЕХСҰ, 
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mantle, and the bulb to begin its 


side there is life 


upward thrust, On every 


masquerading as death in order that it 


may presently leap forth to o: and renew 


the pageant of summer, А similar comp 


haps, be allowed as regards ourselves. 
are in the 
tually 


spirit, It is when the body is inert and 


tellec 


f the 


full enjoyment of physical health and; 


i£ our best that we can discern the working 


the normal activi 


ties are stilled that we are conscious 


to recognise and 


Underhill points o 


strange and steady cycle of its life, pos sin a peculiar 


unleashing the human soul: is 


instants on th 
injury, so that he could only take the 

antity of food. To this he attributed the 
ment of his spiritual gifts. Later in пеп preparing 
for his hig lairvoyant flights, he ened even this 
forehand, entirely 
hortened, 


small amount of food for 
ibstaining fron ea Instead of life being 
he was straight as a row at eighty, and as mentally 
alert as : works he always 
best cure for stomach 
veries. ТІ is no 
f spiritual 
longevity. 
our great 
Іеай‹ I piritualiy mentally, 
physica y, and economically, but v would save what 
threatens to be | y nullify our 


stuper dous 


This matter is so serious tl 


An old correspondent who, while admitting the reality 
of psychical phenomena, has hitherto maintained a reserved 
attitude on the question of its interpretations writes 


The claim put forward in “Raymond” is so definite and 
startling that one instinctively turns to old beliefs and teach- 
ings with a view to finding some further justification for 
disbelief. Is the evidence reliable’ Is there no escape from 
Sir Oliver's conclusions ? Have the carefully yrded sittings 
a greater authority and evidential value than hundreds of 
others that have beon adversely criticised in the past? Do 
they really remove the question of survival ont of the region 
of probability into that of certainty? So much is involved that 
one hesitates and shrinks from even a qualified assent.- The 
evidence for survival which it offers is very strong. There is the 
incident of the group photograph taken in France, the strikingly 
dramatic sittings with Peters, the remarkable transmission of 
the word “ Honolulu” in the simultaneous sittings in London 
and Edgbaston, and the significant movements of the table at 
" Mariemont,” to take only a few instances. If the communi- 


Cations are characteristic and reminiscent of Raymond (and they 
Cannot be reasohably attributed to other sources), there is no 
alternative but to suppose that they really came from, or were 
inspired by, Raymond himself. There is no room for “ tele- 
pathy from the living," .as the information communicated 
was often outside the knowledge of the medium and sitters. 
'The book impresses one by its candour and sincerity, and its 
publication places the obstinate sceptic in a very awkward and 
embarrassing position 
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The doors will be opened at 7 o'clock, and the meeting will 
commence punctually at 7.30. 
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the beginning of the season to each Member, and one to each 
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tures сап obtain tickets by applying to Mr. Е, W. South, 110, 
St. Martin's-lane, W.C., accompanying the application by a 
remittance of 1s. for each ticket. 


The programme of the remaining Thursday 
addresses in the Salon in the New Year is as follows:— 


Feb, 22 


evening 

“Science, Spiritualism and Religion," by Sir A. 
Conan Doyle (subject to his future engage- 
ments) 

" [s Spiritualism of the Devil?” by the Rev. Е. 
Fielding-Ould, М.А, (Vicar of Christ Church, 
Albany-street, N.W.). 

— Art and the Other World” (with lantern illustra- 

tions), by the Rev.. J. Tyssul Davis, B.A. 


March 22nd, 


April 26 


PERSONAL MAGNETISM. 


In the course of a lecture on this subject in Paris recently 
M. Henri Durville said that the initiates and adepts of the 
Fast, by exercising self-control and concentration, strive after 
outside the 


scope of our Western life, but we could, however, 


an ideal, the realisation of which is somewhat 


go some 
g mé 


part of the way, Our primary object should be the mastery of 
Self, the complete command of all our forces, physical and 
super-physieal 

To obtain this, one should firat look to the b dily health, 
In the first place, said the lecturer, most people ate far too 
The " deadly foods ” meurtris 
After 
(laying stress on the import- 
felt), he 


muoh (aliment ), alcohol, meat 


and sugar, should be avoided giving a few simple 
breathing and physical exercises 
ance of stopping ая soon а discussed 

People afflicted 
uld reflect on the 


manner in which an actor studies his part so as to 


fatigue Із 


methods of mastering the sub-consciousness 


with nervousness, timidity, self-distrust al 
simulate 
which he does 


emotions not feel, and assume personalities 


different from his own personality In the same way, the 
bashful person is recommended to study and act the part of a 
self-confident, self-controlled charaeter, аз a means of acquiring 
sany-fruid 

Kost and relaxation after mental concentration were as 
important as in the case of physical exertion. Napoleon, who 
elaimed that his brain was in the nature of a secretaire, the 
drawers of which were always kept in order, and that when he 
required а certain idea he had merely to open that particular 
drawer in which it wae kept, also stated that when he wanted 
to’ test. he and thoyght of nothing 
This, acvording to M. Durville, is not во enay as it appears, but 


сап be aequired with a little practice 


"ahut all the drawers " 


D, №, Ч, (Е naANCE) 
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SPONTANEOUS REVELATIONS FROM 
“SPIRIT LAND.” 


By R. Н. GREAVES. 
When my good friend and guide “ R. L.” told me to send 
to LranT the account of the “ Arabic " 
on page 154, he told me also that it would attract the atten- 


warning, which appéars 


tion of a gentleman in England, and that the result would be 
a diseussion that could hardly fail to be profitable. Tt is very 
pleasing, therefore, to see the able treatment of some of the 
facts by “N. G. S." 


me a few days ago. 


in the issue for October 14th,which reached 


So much dogmatie nonsense is being printed nowadays on 
psychic matters that it is refreshing to turn to the clear, sensible 
discussions that appear in the pages of лант; and the manner 
in which “N. С, S." has handled the material is such as to 
make it seem worth while to bring out some more psychic 
truths connected with the incident. 

First, however, let me correct one slight inaccuracy. The 
message was not in Mrs. Barrows’ hands at all after it had 
been written ; and when I read it, in accordance with “ R, L.'s” 
suggestion to “read it backwards,” I did not let her know what 
it was. Had she known, her agitation would probably have 
made farther communication—except with “ R. L."—impossible 
for some time, 

Now let us turn to a consideration of the points noted by 
TN. G, S." 

1. There can be no doubt whatever, in any candid mind, 
that it was not "subliminal invention," but that two spirits 
were actually communicating; but we may surely go further, 
and ask on what scientific grounds some people attribute so 
much to " subliminal invention." 


What 


posed to have such strange inventive powers 


subliminal," which is sup- 


What grounds 


do we know about this “ 


are there for speaking of it as though it were an agent that 
may be considered as functioning separately from the conscious- 
subliminal "—now used ad 


ness of the psychic? The term “ 


nonseam—is, like the name Satan, a term to conjure with; and 
the one hypothesis seems to be as far from the truth as the 
other 


theology, I may be forgiven, perhaps, for the 


As one who has spent very much time in the study of 
tatement that 
He is a " back 


So it will be observed 


Satan has never been located, and never will be. 
in the thought of the eultured 
the thought of the 


" subliminal " hypothesis, or when the communicatot 


number " 
that 
with this 


save only when sitter is saturated 
by the same 
on the other 


bout it, and 


is One whose mind was more or less dominated 


conception when on earth—the communicator 


side declare that they know nothing whatever 


frequently make fun of the ideas of those who think they do 


They can tell us much about control, possession, dissociation, 


but not a word about “the subliminal Unconscious and 


automatic mental processes, yes; but very much more than 18 


covered by those terms has been attributed to "the sub- 


liminal"; and if certain communicators have much to say 
the true 
expression of their thought, it is enough to point out that many 


" of the Middlo 


sity result in freedom 


nbout it, and their communieations are received as 


communicators still believe in the " orthodoxy 
Ages, and that death does not of ne 
from earthly delusions, 

^. The difficulty which Mt 


he experienced in 


Friend experienced —and which 


greater degree in communications mad 


elsewhere —is very natural; and had he communicated with any 
thing like the facility of a practised control (not to mention 
the still greater facility of the guide of the psychic) there 
would at once have arisen a very strong suspicion of persona 
tion. And it may well be noted that personation is extremely 
common, especially where money passes between sitter and 
medium 

Mr. Friend was apparently a nervous, highly-strung young 
man; he died suddenly when the " Lusitania” went down ; he 
had shown an intense interest in psychical research; and it 


was but three months since he left this world. These facts 


combine to make it most probable that he had not yet " found 


himself," and was not vet in his proper sphere, but was where 
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jie must stay till it should be made manifest to what sphere he 
should go, This, І regret to say, I am not permitted, as yet, 
to mako more clear. ‘The time has not yet come for giving to 
the World the information which I have received, from 
ently reliable sources, with regard to the spheres. For 
Ше present I may only say that the evident fact that Mr. 
fiend could, at that time, only communicate at «ll with great 
ошу, fits in exactly with what I had been told with regard 

tthe spheres. It should be noted also that his very eager- 
ness to get the warning through would be enough to cause 
some difficulty. Calmness, and freedom from anxiety, on both 
sidos, is sometimes a sine gud non. 

$. The two communicators were, emphatically, in different 
Spheres. Whey can hardly, however, be said to have been 

4 " geographically in the same place." What would be the use of 
tut; when communication is just as easy, as real, and as sure, 

Shy telepathy ? Why assume their geographical location to be 

the same, when the gift of televoyance is suflicient for sight, 
aid telesentience for feeling ? І have been told that, with one 
exception, my communicators are never “іп the room”; and if 
Thad reason to believe that they were, І should at once ask 
the guide why this apparent lack of good judgment on his 
part, For them to come to the roon: would entail a wholly 
needless waste of energy, which could be far better expended 

"in other ways; yet my communicators have “felt” the grasp. 

oi my hand, and have distinctly “seen” the photographs 
Which I have placed in “their hands,” though the room was so 

“(іші that I could only know what photographs they were com- 
Menting on at a given time by means of the marks I made on 
them as I handed them to the hand of the “organism,” and 
was unable to see even the outline of the pad on which I write 
the records. 

In this connection it is interesting to note that Mrs. 
Barrows saw no one andlheard по one but “R, L.” and that the 
messages from Mr. Friend came, therefore, through “К. L.” 
Now “Ril.” had consistently warned me not to allow my wife 
and child to be on the water «nder any circumstances until the 
end of the war ; yet the message was, partly, to the effect tha 
they could sail with safety on September 2nd. “ R.L.” did not 
know, till after Mr. Friend disappeared from his sight, what the 
conversation was about. Не merely acted as interpreter. 

4, Of course, spirits have heads and bodies. How could 
We hope to recognise one another if they had not? On this 
anormal thinkers are, of course, agreed. 

5, But the bodies are not tenuous fo them. They are " more 
material" than our bodies are to us on earth. Their feelings, 
however, produce effects upon their bodies such as are not 
known on earth, As many investigators have reported, it is 

Zyenerally conceded that beauty, happiness, contentment, «сс., 
am greatly intensified, and that emotions generally are far 
more intense in the spirit world than they are on earth. Now 
wehavesevidence in abundance as to the remarkable effects 
tint strong emotions may have on the body in this world; 
iid we may well conceive that emotions in the other world will 
produce correspondingly greater effects, and might well result 
ІШ the condition described as “shivering away” into in- 
Visibility. This in the present case especially, as Mr. Friend 
Was ovidently placed in proper condition for communication 
only for the purpose of giving the warning. /Ла/ he had just 

Zaecomplished. satisfactorily when he “shivered away." This 
teats а strong resemblance to the warnings received in 

> communications which seem to be dreams; but it is unique 

> in that it was “R. L.” who got the "vision" and reported 
thereon, 

25 Now, шау 1 be permitted to suggest some other points ! 

О (A) Mr. Friend's successful warning was given Aree months 
the day aftor his departure from this world. It is well that 

> ihvestigators should keep this fact in mind in connection with 
> their own investigations. In the April of the same year, 1915, 
Twas in Manchester, England, and received, through my own 
land, from one whose name need not be given, but who is well 
~ known in both countries, а communication bidding me to sail 
m soon as possible for New York, and telling me that my 
"mother was “at work" and would communicate with me as 


== n » 
“won as I arrived there, 1 asked when it was imperative that 
* \ : 


I be there, and got the answer April 29th. As T could not see 
why I should land on a Friday, when I could land at any 
rate by the Sunday, by sailing three days later, I took 
the later boat. In this way, as was pointed out 
to me later, I arrived just too late to be there 
exactly three months after the “death” of my mother, and 1 
have much regretted that the explanation was not sought by me 
in time, The point is that that day is a specially propitious 
one for communication from one recently deceased, This, of 
course, like most other psyc 


hie facts, can only be proved true 
by experience, It, nevertheless, appears to be true, It is 
interesting, however, to note that in this case the communi- 
cator was not content to wait, and sent a communication by 


mail, through Mrs. Barrows, which was entirely incomprehensible 
to her, but meant very much to me. 

From those who instruct me in such matters, it has also 
been made known to me that every seventh year in one's life 
is an important one psychically as well as physically, and that 
other important psychic periods come after death at the end of 
the third hour, the third day, the third week, the third month, 
and the third year. Into this we cannot go at present, but it 
may be well to note in what a number of cases of apparent 
death through drowning the third hour after loss of. conscious- 
ness seems to be of vital importance when attempts at resusci- 
tation are made. 

(B) Mr. Friend knew definitely that the “Arabic” was 
doomed, and said so twelve days before she was torpedoed. 
“К. L.” did not know this. The former, having met with death 
by drowning, was better able to ascertain what the exact 
danger was that “В. L.” had vaguely sensed. Yet К. L” 
is an adept at prophecy ! 

3. “The water will help." This is most important; yet I 
eannot find any reference anywhere, or any hint at this truth, 
save in an editorial in Ілонт, which showed me that the editor 
had at least a suspicion of the truth, and probably knew more 
about it than he had expressed. It would be most interesting 
and profitable to hear from those of your readers who have 
done psychic work under conditions in which they have found 
that " the water will help." 

f. “I see success and happiness for you." “I would see 
trouble ahead, if &c.”’ Here we have a suggestion as to the 
method employed in prophecy, and one which almost entirely 
excludes the common idea that prophecy must of necessity 

result from reasoning from cause to effect. No explanation is 
vouchsafed ; and none is likely to be vouchsafed. Souls in the 
spirit world are too busy to waste their time, as we do, in 
continually asking “Why?” and " How ?”—and most of 
them are apparently not such fools, My friend in that world 


is interested in my future. He wishes to know about it. He 


exerts energy to that end, in aceordance with a law which 
orks, but which he is too wise to waste time in trying to 
understand in all its operations. He s pictures. If the 
picture at which he looks is clouded, there is danger. If 


the picture is clear, there is none, True, something may 
arise, later, which will cloud the picture; for the universe 
is nota machine; but if, when he recalls the picture, or sees 
another picture of the future, there are clouds upon it, it is for 
the seer to seek and find the cause, and then to work to remove 
the danger that threatens. Sometimes such pictures come to 
us who are still “in the body.” 1£ we are wise іп this, as in 
many another psychic matter, we will not refuse to profit by 
the revelation merely because we are not able to understand 
how it has come. He who cultivates soul power, and makes 
the mind properly subservient to the soul, will arrive at truth, 
and will achieve results while others are floundering in a sea 
of “scientific terminology." 


We learn from Los Angeles that Mr, Robert Peebles 
Sudall, the secretary to Dr. Peobles, was married on Friday, 
the lst inst, to Ida Louise, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs, 
Wm. J. Paul, and offer our cordial, if belated, congratulations 
to the happy pair. 

“Ligue” INDEX AND Түтін Влав, о fow of our readers 
bind their copies of Lromr that it seemed desirable this year 
to save the space usually occupied by the Index and Title-page. 
We have therefore printed them separately; and they can be 
obtained by any who desire them on application to the Manager 
at this office, at the price of twopence (post free), 
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THE CLOSING YEAR. 

Although the year has scarcely reached its end, it may 
be allowable for once to disregard a formal precision, and 
anticipate the few remaining days in our customary retro 
spect. ‘That little measure of time may alter the record of 
1916 in particulars ; it is hardly likely to change its general 
aspects, and our survey will be mainly along general lines. 

In Licur of January 156 of the present year we noted 
that in the preceding year there had been many small but 
significant signs of a change of outlook— the gradual 
filtering in of more definite ideas on the subject of the 
next life and our modes of contact with it." Тһе experi 
ences of the year now about to close have served to deepen 
and to confirm this impression. Never before in the whole 
history of the Spiritualistic movement have the tokens of 
serious publie interest been so widespread and conspicuous, 
Journals that formerly maintained towards us an attitude 
of haughty reserve have broken through their old tradi 
The 


thege pages, the appearance of ^ 


tions, " manifesto" of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle in 
taymond ; or Life and 
Death,” Sir Oliver Lodge's now famous work, came each as 
the world's thought. "The 


respectful and sympathetic way ın which these utterances 


a climax in the movement of 


have been received by some of the greatest writers in the 
periodical literature of the world was impressive and signifi 
cant not so much by reason of what was actually written a 
by what was implied~-viz., n great change in the attitude of 


the thinking portion of the public That attitude, reacting 
in some psychometric fashion on the leaders of opinion, gave 
In the old days before literature had 


them a mandate," 


become a business and the artist bad been reduced to 


artisan, the prophet of unpopular truth was le rare а 
figure than to-day, when too often the great writer has to 
keep an observant eye on his paymasters, the publie for 
whom he writes, He outrages their feelings nt his peril. 
He can no longer be shorn of his ears in the pillory, but 
he can be punished by the creation of an aching void in 
his banking account. And the means of livelihood having 
beon shifted from the natural basis of commodities and the 
fruits of the earth to the artificial basis of money (it is 
now being moved vigorously back again by the whirligig 
of war), the appeal to the purse has become an even more 
effective deterrent than the appeal to the whipping-post. 


So far, then, as popular reception of our frets is concerned, 


ERG ELT. ! 
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we may be well content It is not, as time gos о Very 
many years ago since a few articles descriptive of psychic 
phenomena in a popular magazine had such a damaging 
effect on its circulation that the proprietors had to bring 


vvold destroying the magazine 


iltogetl ve travelled far since then, and ina 
vear of of wars and famines, we are able to 
record what so far may be regarded as the highest point of 


achievement in the popularisation of what is the greatest 


truth in life—the existence of a world—a real and 


natural world beyond the grave The famine of the body 


has brought something like a feast of thesoul. The union 


of the two worlds—a marriage made in heaven—has ina 
manner inverted the idea expressed in Shakespeare's well 
known lines, and we see something like a wedding fes 
prepared to furnish forth the funereal tables. 

In this matter, by the way, we note something like a 
paradox— the war and its afflictions, which brought the 
matter so vividly home to the hearts and minds of thecom 
munity, have operated in some measure to prevent the 
full expression of the fact. "That is to say, we have reason 
to believe that many journals have been prevented from 
alluding to some of the events chronicled in Liew- 
notably the recent momentous declaration of Sir William 
Crookes—11ot from any antipathy to the subject but from 
the war and the crisis, being matters 


the fullest 


sheer lack of space 
of more immediate interest, having to take 
precedence. 

Side by side with the incursion into our Spe cial province 
of many persons, wise and foolish, learned and unlearned, 


we һауе seen growing up welcome signs of a cleavage 


between Spiritualism and that hybrid some g too often 


confused with it which goes by the name of ' fortune 
The attitude of Ілент and the London Spirit 


ted with sufficient 


telling." 
ualist Alliance on this matter was indic 


-plainness in a recent leader, and we need not recur to it. 


But we may at least refer to the effort begun by that body 


National Union, 
Act and the 


pl ocedure to 


of earnest propagandists, the Spiritualist: 
Ltd., to secure an amendment of the Va 


Witchcraft Act. 


attain this end, something might be done by 


grant 


Apart from the ordinai 
raising the 
standard of efficiency. in mediumship. 

American courts of 
and Bert 


been able to 


It has happened several times in 
law that genuine mediums—such as John Slater 
haled 4 һ VE 


prove then possession of psychic gift 111 


Reese—when before the judge 
so electrifying û 
fashion that it was 


it doe 


no longer possible for the law to pre 


tend, as in this country, that clairvoyance is pure 
And thi 


tion of the Statutes affecting mediumship in some of the 


imposture. has contributed to a beneficial altera 


"tates, 
For the rest to come home 
Alliance have 


twelve 


nearel Ілант and the 


London Spiritualist 


ordeals of the 


passed through the 


evere months under review not by 


any means unscathed, but 


But the pre 


in no point vitally injured, 


sure of the times, growing ever more severe, 
the shortage of labour, the rising prices of every kind of 
light test of faith and 


normal days such an increase of interest in the subject for 


material, are no patience, ‘In 


which we stand would have enabled us to make a great 
Jut. it 


is doubtful if in normal times such an increase of interest 


айуапсе--оп the material side of things at least. 


would have come about, 10 is the war which has mainly 
produced the change, while preventing the full expression 
of it in physical terms, We are no advocates of " other 
worldlines 


the two 


we періге to hold the balance sanely between 
yet it is undeniable that’ there has been 
the old 


states 


great need of а readjustment world must recede 
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Wat the new one may come fully into view.  LicuT per 
Ê шау Shine more brightly as, the darkness deepens. 
"ii tas burned without intermission for some thirty-six 
Tt has lit many a torch. May it be with this 
С as with the sacred flame in the ` Pilgrim's 
тез which defied all attempts to quench it because 
M unseen continually fed it with oil. 

S ligur and the Council of the London Spiritualist 
Хосе wish all readers, Members, Associates and friends, 
E y New Year in the deepest sense that the words 
[ an convey. 


PSYCHIC SCIENCE IN SERBIA. 


By His ExcELLENCY COUNT Miyarovicn. 


An Address delivered to the Members, Associates and friends 
i the London Spiritualist Alliance on Thursday evening, 
Dwember 14th, 1916, at the Salon of the Royal Society of 
Botish Artists, Suffolk-street, Pall Mall, Mr. Henry Withall, 
IDG President, in the chair. 


(Continued from page 414.) 


Another anecdote related by the Count was the 
tory of the meeting of two armies—the Serbian and the 
Tukish—in battle array in the fourteenth century. Before 
tly joined battle a hare, started from its covert, dashed along 
хеп the opposing ranks, with the result that the sporting 
instincts of the soldiers being aroused they shot their arrows 
bythe thousand at it. But not a single one of the many 
thousands of shafts touched the hare, which escaped unharmed, 
Md the leaders of the troops pointed out to their men that 
clearly the day was not the one appointed for the death of the 
Іше! And they drew from it the lesson that no soldier could 
(killed in battle until it was fated that he should die. It was 
iis belief that made the Serbians so fearless in war, for the 
Serbian soldier said, “Tf it is not appointed to me to fall, I 
Wall not fall even in the thickest of the fighting, but if I am to 
Ше then [shall die even if I am in the safest of places.” 


THE IDEA oF GUARDIAN SPIRITS, 


The Serbians believed also in guardian spirits. In the 
Seventh and eighth centuries when the Catholic 
visionaries came amongst them, the Serbians expressed their 
Willingness to adopt the new faith if they were permitted to 
Wain their belief in guardian spirits. But this the Romis} 
teachers would not allow, and the Serbians would not embrace 
Christianity. Later came the missionaries of the Greek 
(шей, who were more accommodating. They insisted that the 
Barbs should give up their guardian spirits, but they agreed іп 
осаде to allow them to take some of the Christian saints as 
tiirguardians. “So to-day,” continued the speaker, “ amongst 
the Serbians every family has its guardian spirit or saint, and 
Mi of the distinguishing features of our Serbian customs is 
thitmarriage is not permitted between members of any two 
ое who have the same patron saint. That ін а custom 
tat does not obtain amongst апу other people. 
yS guardian spirit ін St. John the Baptist.” 

Reverting to what he had said on the subject of fate, the 

Bixuntmentioned that every Serbian girl believed that her future 
astined husband existed somewhere and that she could see 

ІШ Ола festival which fell immediately after Palm Sunday 
“hore was a special service [in the church, but, instead of 
Wiing bread or flowers, the priests distributed a handful of 
ІШ, Now this boiled wheat, which had been consecrated, 
"was adopted by the young people as a charm by which to gain 
Wiions of their future husbands or wives, They put it under 
“Wir pillows and slept оп М. “I have done it myself as a 
Wing man,” said the Count, amid laughter, “Everybody 

in it.” 


Roman 


My own 


, Magicar Rires, 


Dealing with other magical formulas, the speaker described 
1 wing charm used by young women at Christmas. Tho 


гаен: 


girl trying it took a walnut, divided it into halves, and after 
abstracting the kernel put in its place a piece of the cake she 
she then pressed the two half-shells together 
and placed the transformed nut under her pillow when going 


had been eating ; 


to bed in order to dream of her future husband. 

At this point the Count gave an interesting reminiscence, 
On one occasion he had gone from Constantinople to pay a 
visit to Queen Draga of Serbia, with whom he had a long con- 
versation, In the course of his remarks he said: " Madam, it 


Will 


you tell me, in order that I may have confirmation of some 


is extraordinary that you should marry King Alexander, 


of my ideas on the subject of our Serbian charms, whether you 
had any premonition of your future husband?” And then the 
Queen told him how, as a widow, she had suffered a great deal 
of calumny amongst certain ladies who knew her. Going home 
one day in great distress of mind, she prayed to Heaven to give 
her а husband to protect her from slanderous tongues. She 
then carried out one of the rites which were believed to give a 
“ That night,” said 
the Queen, “I dreamt I saw a large picture lowered from the 
sky. 


woman a glimpse of her future husband. 


It came before my eyes, and looking at it, І saw a portrait 
of King Alexander smiling at me. I said to myself, “It cannot 
be. Surely I am not going to marry King Alexander." But 
as everyone knew, the prediction was fulfilled. 

that 


Another custom which the Count described was 


practised by yeung women who believed that after going out 
in the streets and being admired they were liable to bad head- 
aches. On returning home from such an excursion a girl would 
take a bowl of clean water, and, having made the sign of the 
Cross over it in the name of the Trinity, she would utter some 
words the not know 


Then she would bathe her eyes and forehead in the water, and 


cabalistic meaning of which she did 


this removed the headache, "This system of curing diseases by 
magic was quite common in Serbian villages, where there were 
* wise women " who did much healing by passes and charms 
“When I was a little boy : 
tinued the C “I could 


children 


t two years of age,” con- 
2. EXC 
Walk Or Speak as otner 
lid and doctors could r 


effect a cure, My mother 


sent for a female magician, who led us into the forest, and, 
taking some threads, bound them on a branch of a white rose 
and then made my mother take two vows—one of them easy 
to fulfil, the other more difficult. My mother vowed, first, that 
if I should grow up healthy I should never in my life eat roast 
fox; and, secondly, that I sl 


ly uld never allow a button or any- 
thing else to be sewn on to my clothing in Passion Week. So 
those are the vows by which I am bound. I am never tempted 
to eat roast fox, but I am careful to see that nothing is sewn 
Week 1 faithful 


and that is the reason I am alive to-day." 


on my clothing in Passion have been 
to those vows, 
(Laughter.) 

The belief in magie was universal even among the educated 
classes, In illustration the Count told how when he was about 
fifteen his mother gave a reception, to which came a youth who 
seemed very unhappy. On his hostess inquiring the cause of 
his sadness he explained that the girl to whom he was engaged 
had refused to speak to him. 

“My mother said, ‘You must go now to the grocer's and 
buy three figs and bring them home here.’ ‘Very well, 
When he re- 
turned with the figs, she said, 'Now go into a mill, put the 
three figs on the upper millstone, and. say, " As this stone turns 


1 want Alice to turn after me." " 


madam,’ said he, and departed on his errand. 


A few days afterwards шу 
mother invited the recalcitrant girl to take a спр of coffee with 
her, and then producing the figs which the young man had 
given to her (after treating them as directed), she said, ' Alice, 
would you not like some nice figs?’ The girl accepted the 
Later my mother had a visit from the 
‘Madam,’ he said, ‘I thank you. 

a letter from Alice begging me to return to her,’ 
had worked," (Laughter.) 

The Count next related а story to show the dangers of 
magieal practices, To a well-known Serbian female magician 
а lady came with her daughter. "Phe lady had married for the 
second time, hor husband being a medical man in good repute. 
But the daughter had reached tho ago of twenty-five or twenty- 


offer and ate tho figs. 


young man, I have had 


The spell 


| 
| 
| 


| 
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six without an offer of marriage, and in Serbia that is rathe 


serious, for it is considered that a woman should marry while 


young A girl who is not married twenty-four is in 
despair So the lady ! wht her daughter to the magician 
and said, "I want to know whether my daughter will 
ever marry.' "Oh, yes" was the reply of the magician 
after going through a little magical ritual with some haricot 
beans, "she will marry but not at. present There is some 
impediment—there is а woman in the way." “Could you, 
by your magic, remove that impediment?” asked the doc 


tor's wife. "It depends on how much money you will give," 
replied the witch, who ultimately agreed to be satisfied with 
a sum equal to about £4. The witch then took the girl by the 
haud into the garden and walked with her three times round a 
peach-tree. "Then taking an axe she bade the girl make a chop 
at the tree. After that the mother and daughter were bidden 
to return on another day and the ceremony was repeated until 
the little tree was cut down, when the witch announced that 
the impediment was removed, On her return home with her 
daughter, the doctor's wife complained of illness and in three 
days she was dead, In the following year the doctor married 
his stepdaughter. It was a horrible story. But magical 
practices weré so common that the Serbian peasantry firmly 
believed that Queen Draga was able to marry King Alexander 
because of her use of magical spells. 


(To be continued) 


THE OLD AND THE NEW YEAR. 
A MESSAGE. 


- The old year dies. Janus, the two-faced God, presides 
over the portal of the opening year, looking back over the old 
and out upon the new, even as do we ourselves. 

The year that’s away has little we may call of happy 
memory, terrible have been the milestones of his march and 
black his many days. But the past is past, and we shall be 
wise’ to let the dead days bury their dead while we gc a-busying 
about the unfolden days yet to be. Regrets avail us nothing, 
sorrow but saps our strength, tears dim the vision of the 
future, and all of them tie us to the dead past, like prisoners 
shackled to the beam they cannot move. 

But we may be free men all, and as free men we should 
face the future unafraitl, peer into the blackness, never doubt- 
ing that the bright dawn is there behind the hills of horror, 
carry the burden with sinews braced to the heavy task, see the 
old order changing, giving place to new—realising that in truth 


Е.Б 
God fulfils Hiniself іп many ways, go down into the valley of 


the shadow with courage high and a fine scorn of craven fears, 


and c'en give “ Good-bye " gloriously across the narrow stream, 
if so the good God call. 

Many lives have gone to the weaving of life's high pattern 
in the past days; a warp of fine gold here for a brave young 
life laid down, a silvern thread there for the weft of a man in 
full prime, a medley of beautiful colours for the souls that 
builded with their sacrifice the first beginnings of better days 
for the unborn: they һауе not died, they live in human hearts 
and in God's history 

It is for us to play our part in the drama of high endeavour; 
it is for us to sée a material world desolate enough and dark, 
yet with the spiritual«eye to catch the first faint glimmers of a 
new and finer light. It is for us to work within and without, 
to build the high and holy that shall soon supplant the small 
and sordid, to build eternal things in the place of the tempora- 
lities that are now proved mockeries, to lend our human hands 

to help in the work that God's good heart would see 
accomplished, 

Then, courage, friends, and urge breast-forward for the 
new days! Through tribulation do we find our soul; and 
then, come life, come death, there's naught can harm us when 
ко be we have found Christ's kingdom in the secret chambers 
of the heart. 


December, 1016, Н. Ensgsr Нохт, 
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THE WAR IN PROPHECY. 
SOME SIGNIFICANT WARNINGS 
By №, 6,5 


For the moment we are in the trough of the wave; a litt 
while ago we were on its crest. Тһе Allies had advanced on 
the Somme, at Verdun, in Italy and the Bukowina, and 
optimism was lifting up its head. Now (on the day of my 
writing) Rumania is still in process of being crushed This 
tidal movement of the war made me think of the story told by 
Lord Powerscourt, as related in Ілент of January 8th, 1916 
A friend of his, a distinguished officer, was disturbed at his 
work behind the firing line in Flanders by a nun who entere] 
and said: "The war will continue as long as the people oj 
Europe remain in a callous state and fail to prostrate then. 
selves before God." ‘The officer called at the neighbouring 
convent to complain of the intrusion and discovered from; 
portrait hanging on the wall that his visitor was the ht 
Mother Superior who had been dead three years, It occurred 
to me that here might be found the cause of that alternation 
of success and failure which has so often raised our hopes, only 
to dash them to the ground. 

There are more points than one from which we may view 
the course of human events. We may look upon it as an inter 
necine strife within a fortuitous concourse of atoms, ог the life 
stream eternally struggling without guidance against the com 
trary flow of matter. Both these are cold and cheerleg 
philosophies. We may believe with the Antares Аталай 
(published in 1912) that "the stars will impel the Kaiser t 
declare war in 1913 or 1914,” or with the Hon. Ralph Shirley, 
of the “ Occult Review," that “the transits of Satum m 
General Joffre’s singularly propitious horoscope have been ad: 
verse for some time past, bringing about delays and impels 
ments to success.” That is, we may if the war has left us ay 
faith in astrology. But the controlling hand of the stars ii 
little better than the listless hand of chance. For the rg 
compulsion exercised by the fixed mathematical movements d 
the planetary host can afford us no assurance of an intelligat 


ordering of our fate. More satisfactory is it to suppose, Ш | 


can, the guidance of a wise and beneficent Power. 
Probably most of us believe that German ambition brought 
about the war, and that victory is the prize of the heaviest 


guns and the largest reserves of shell. But let ше quote, & 


I have quoted before, the prophecy of Johannes: "lt will i 
made manifest that the combat is no human conflict, anl] 
“ [Germany cannot be defeated! without the aid of the рат 
A message from Stead 
(Ілент, August 8th, 1914) insists on the purpose behind the 
struggle : “When the war has done its appointed work, the 
bellows which have fanned the flame will scatter the ashes 
From Mr. Heslop “іп spirit-life" (I quote from the “ Psyohit 


Gazette”): " When once Britain's pride is humbled and she cali 


and vows of all the human race. 


upon God for deliverance, she will be led on to vk tory. Unt 
then | there will be only partial success. Until (then) Gù 
cannot stop this war, because the very object for which yi 
are waging it is to bring in a universal peace and end warf 
ever. If peace were declared now, war would break 1 
n. ... This із not an ordinary wat It has been and f 


being prolonged for wise reasons. Until the nations op 
themselves to Divine guidance the object cannot be achiovel 
This was written in November of the present year. Morethy 
sixteen years ago'(see Ілент, December 9th) Dr, Hodgstt 
received' through Mrs. Piper the prophecy of an immined 
world war which was to prepare the way for an outpourm 
of spirit power. “The entire world," it ran, " must bo putt 
fied and cleansed before man can see, through his spiritul 
vision, his friends on this side, and it will take just this lined 
action to bring about a state of perfection.” 

These citations prove nothing, it may be said, but Шоу ад 
with one another in suggesting a reason, apart from shells an 
man-power, for the ebb and flow in our fortunes: The war lial 
they tell us, a purpose, and the suffering and misery of war at 
the means, If humanity can be purified and humbled only H 
suffering, then humanity must suffer; and if success doos m 
bring us to our knees then failure must be tried, and, if noa 
sary, more failure and more suffering till the purpose is achieve: 
That was the meaning of the nun who appeared so strangely t 
the oflicer in Flanders. 
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METAPSYCHISM AND RELIGION. 


не RESCUE or THE CHURCHES 


By J. Anruur HILL, 


T apologise for “ metapsychism,” but we do want a word 
Î indicates the whole field of Spiritualism and psychical 
munt without implying any doctrine except the possibility 
i lity of scientific establishment of personal survival. 

ША С, Doyle, in his excellent article, foreshadowed а 
gous revival based оп our metapsychical facts (“ meta- 

is Professor Richet's, not mine), and I believe that 
і thing of the sort will come about? And І have a very 
Hong fellow-feelng with those who wish to see this revival 

Bovinted from the current ecclesiasticism and its moribund 
Gis. L suffered much in my defenceless youth, at the 
lands Of û believe-or-be-damned-for-ever preacher, and I am 
û ll keen on backing up his successors. Мапу of them 
Me Olen and useful souls, I know; but it is undeniable 
П Оор as a whole has sought power rather than truth, 

| Іш shut its eyes to facts and has fulminated against 
Mapsychism and all its works, without troubling to inquire. 
Roman Catholic attitude is well known ; Мг, Raupert has 
lÎ us often enough that the whole thing is diabolie, though 
(Ші of us who have been investigators for decades have come 
nothing to support the assertion. The Low Church Pro- 
it organisations adopt a similar attitude, a brochure 
n by a Canon and recently published by their press being 
ible example of bias and ignorance. The Dissenters are, 
Гар atrifle better. Dr. Frank Ballard, at least, knows his 
П в far as reading goes, and perhaps the Rev.F. B. Meyer 
es also, for he is а member of the S.P.R. But even among 
ters the subject is not much taken up. Our good 
fons preach occasionally on immortality because it is the 
piper thing, but they do it as rarely as possible. And, naturally, 
ІШУ liave to fall back on ancient texts or ingeniously-devised 
inlwell-sounding but; almost meaningless verbiage about the 
Nation of values or Roycian survival of a form of mani- 
fistation of divine will. And meanwhile poor stricken mourners 
Ar asking for assurance that their loved ones live and are well 
MI happy ; and clergymen write to me—even to me who was 
пед and an outcast!—asking what they must say when 
Meir parishioners seek the consolations of religion! Verily, as 
in Milton's time, the hungry sheep look up and are not fed." 
From “those few remarks," as the rustic chairman is sup- 
sposed to say, it will be clear that I am not biassed in favour of 
huh or cleric, I do not feel at all like helping to buttress 
tottering structure which is mostly rotten and musty and 
moti-eaten. Of course a scholar can accept all the Creeds of 
Church by skilful interpretation, but religion ought to be 
ordinary people as well as for scholars, and for ordinary 
| the theological system of creeds is mostly meaningless 
Wilo. Ecclesiastical religion has become a fossil. I do not 
feel like trying to galvanise it into artificial activity. 
Andyet . . and yet I have no belief in ready- 
male religions. I sympathise more or less with many spiritual 
ions and higher-thought centres and ethical societies and 
woplieal lodges and what not, but I am not a member of 
of them. They are often one-man shows, with the 
lable flavour of the individual's erankery about them—the 
Sof his own special insanity, as saith Emerson. These are 
Hs of too violent a nature, and are not fitted to survive. 
wovon they are too narrow, Religion must answer the wide 
differing needs of many moods of many minds; it cannot 
fon the basis of a special point, any more than a pyramid 
tnd on its apex. Consequently I see no religion possible, 

y to be so called, on the basis of the fact of survival 

| There must be more than that. 

wing thus disowned the Churches and confessed my 

ity to see full salvation in any " fancy religion," 1 am left, 

folfram, very much “alone.” , Alone as regards organisa- 

Tadmit, though far from alone in reality, I think, for there 

mny like-minded, What, then, is our duty ? Or, rather, 

го that we conscientiously can do ? 
0) di fooling ig that we cannot do anything more useful 


ЕТЕН”; 


than а spreading of the knowledge we possess, as widely as 
possible, without any claim that it furnishes a basis for a fully 
satisfactory religion. It proves the preamble of all religiona— 
the existence of a spiritual world—as Myers said, and thus 
opens a door into illimitable realms; a door which materialism 
had shut, And we may be content for the present to be its 
keepers, to hold it open against the materialistic forces which, 
though waning, still seek to close it: to hold it open till every- 
body is aware of the fact, and then it will perhaps stay so, of 
itself, We can each of us make our own religious scheme and 
satisfy our own religious emotions in such ways as seem most 
satisfactory to the individual. One will go to Westminster 
Cathedral and another to a Quakers’ meeting, and each will 
go only for a part of what is provided. But that does not 
matter. Then, perhaps in a long time, the parts that nobody 
wants will atrophy, and somebody will arise strong enough to 
amputate them; and we—or those who will then be in our 
places —ean then form a catholic Church which shall not belie 
its пате, 

That is for the far future. For the present and the im- 
mediate future, our job seems to be mainly that of leading our 
leaders and teaching our teachers—helping the Churches out 
of their materialism ! 


MEDIUMS AND NEWSPAPER CRITICS. 

Mr. V. С, Desertis, the author of that standard work, 
“Psychic Philosophy as the Foundation of Natural Law,” 
writes :— 

If the “ Daily Mail's” bright young men are starting out 
to rush in where angels (and men of science) fear to tread, 
they might at least acquire an elementary knowledge of the 
subject. They would then 


) be aware that a person in semi- 
trance will 


estion made to him, whether of 
" sensitiveness " is the condition 


accept any 
terrapins or tom-fools 
sine quá non of receiving any impression soever, Of course the 
cruelty of the interviewer no mort curred to him than it does 
to a savage who eats roast missionary! 

I have had only one sitting with Mr. J. J. Vango, a 


he described with complete accuracy a person wh 


t which 
died abroad 


some years ago, whom he had never seen 


е identity 
giving personal details, some of which were 
unknown to myself, but were instantly recognised by friends 
of the deceased 

I hold no brief for Mr. Vango; but if the interviewer 
brought to the séance the notion of facile unmasking of a fraud, 
and was ignorant that he was dealing witl 


he had no clue ; 


unseen but very 
potent realities, it is quite natural that he should have become 
an instance of how those who " investigate " in this temper find 
exactly what they seek 


thought-transference or by the play 


By some subtle means, whether by 
3 of malevolent minds, they 
are madê sport of precisely as this inter 


been, while the 


r seems to have 
ı-seeker, sifting 
ealities and 


scientific and unb 
grain from һай, gradually discovers 
the laws which govern them. 

That is why—" exposures” notwithstanding—the movement 
goes on, and such men as Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Sir Oliver 
Lodge and Sir William Barrett hand in their testimony to the 
facts. 

{ know nothing of this particular case, but as one who has 
had varied experiences of mediumship I would advise allmediums 
who are conscious of their own honesty to have a printed 
form stating exactly what they offer, with a blank space for a 
signed declaration of the true purpose of their visitor, and to 
insist upon its being filled up by anyone they do not person- 
ally know. 


Ascend AND Overcoms.—That mystery of song, the 
skylark, that “feathered alleluia" which Oliver Wendell 
Holmes on his first visit to England said was the sight he most 
desired to see next to Queen Victoria, as there are neither 
Queens nor larks in America—the skylark rises always direct 
from the earth, never from a branch, and proclaims with 
swelling throat the Ascension lesson; he overcomes the earth, 
conquers the pull of gravitation, and ascends till the little dot 
in the blue sky is invisible, and only the rich trill of the 
mysterious song, chanting God's" Excelsior,” tells you where 
he is. "I have overcome the earth," lio sings to man. 
“Thoughts bound by materialism are to you what the law of 
gravitation is to me; the Christ-life in you is your ascending 
principle, as wings are mine. Ascend and overcome ! "—" After 
Death, What ?" by ARCHDEACON WILBERFORCE, 


124 LIGHT. 
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